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THE NATURAL HISTORY OF DORNEY PARISH
Preface

The start of the twenty-first Century provides an opportunity to take stock of the flora
and fauna of Domey', a small parish that is situated at the southern tip of
Buckinghamshire in the Thames Valley. Past records of the occurrence of the various
plants and animals that share the area with the human inhabitants have been
assembled to provide an insight and a reference to what lives where. The richness of
the range of species is gratifying and serves to highlight the importance of the Parish
environment.

Indeed, it is timely to reflect upon the Parish’s environmental attributes and to be
concerned about the manner in which they are being modified, whether we value them
sufficiently and whether we are protecting them and investing in their future? It is
inevitable that the pressure for change will have to be accommodated — should it arise
in the form of additional infrastructure, new development, altered land use, or
management of water resources. Even gradual change may have a profound long-
term influence on the parish. The climate, tranquility and air quality may be affected,
also the panoramic views. The composition, size and colour of vegetation, which has
immediate visual impact, will, more importantly, have a direct bearing on the richness
and diversity of, for example, the bird, animal and insect life. Hopefully, in the
twenty-first century a harmonious blend of the natural and materialistic will be
achieved and sustained for posterity.

The natural history of the past

By the end of the last Ice Age, some 10 000BC, the direction of the flow of the River
Thames was established. Then the river was a series of channels covering the whole
of the valley floodplain. Over the next 5 000 years as the climate became warmer, the
floodplain became drier and a permanent course for the river more defined. The
original vegetation, predominantly of alder and hazel, was supplemented by oak, ash
and beech trees. By the late Neolithic period (3 000-2 200BC) the first settlers were
in Domey, probably starting to cultivate wheat and barley and gathering hazelnuts. In
the middle Saxon period (650-850AD) the influence of the earlier Roman invasion
was apparent with the adoption of improved cereal crops, peas and beans and fruits
such as plum, cherry and sloe. In those early days the area was wet and marshy, the
river meandered and it flooded most if not all the parish annually. Thus earlier
generations were forced to move their animals from the flood plain in winter to higher
land in the nearby foothills of the Chilterns, at Dorneywood and Boveneywood.

It is recorded that in 1512 the great oak that grew on Dorney Common was felled by
the then Lord of the Manor, Richard Hyll in a fit of temper ‘because the local
peasantry had been wont to disport themselves® there. A few trees that were some

! The name Dorney is derived literally from the Saxon “Island of the bees”. Hive bees foraging the
wild flowers and blossom are quite productive and the excellent honey produced has gained a high
reputation. Unfortunately disease of bee colonies by a predatory mite, Varroa, has decimated local
apiaries. It is hoped that this is a temporary setback.
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hundred years old then are still with us today. There are a couple of mature oaks near
Climo’s corner that would have been growing at this time, as they are now 5-600
years old.

The year 1665 is memorable for Dorney, as this is the date when it is said that Rose,
gardener to Sir Richard Palmer, grew the first pineapple to be raised in England. By
the 17th Century the ‘Manor of Dorney with Boveney’ consisted of nearly 1600 acres
of which the major parts were the commons and the common fields. The field
boundaries, where they existed, were hedges on the top of banks with a ditch on one
side. The remains of these survive today in places around Dorney Common,

Within the living memory of some residents there were ofters to be seen catching eels
in the Cress Brook pool behind the Church. Plovers were a common sight on Dorney
Common until 1980. Magnificent elm trees were a predominant feature of the skyline
and roadside until 1977 when Dutch Elm Disease struck. Extensive orchards growing
fruits such as apple and cherry were a feature of the Parish in the first half of the 20th
Century but these declined rapidly after the 1950’s. Continual developments and
changes are made in the pattern of intensive horticulture and stocking of animals.

Gone are herds of milking cows. A herd of goats was kept in the village until some
35 years ago.

In recent decades many and varied changes have occurred in, for example, the pattern
of agriculture, the use and management of the River Thames, the development of
infrastructure and housing, and the establishment of gardens. Recent tree plantings,
which include ornamental species, have also altered the appearance of the Parish. All
these features have an impact on the natural flora and fauna.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PARISH

Dorney lies within the flood plain of the River Thames in the shadow of the urban
sprawl of the towns of Slough, Windsor and Maidenhead. It adjoins the parishes of
Taplow in the north and Eton Wick to the east. The unrelenting bustle of the M4
motorway clips the northern boundary. The course of the river Thames forms the
natural boundary to the west and the south. The location map shows the strategic
importance of the Parish as a wildlife corridor whereby birds and animals may pass
between adjacent built-up areas. Specifically Dorney provides a bridge between
Burnham Beeches and the Chilterns to the north and Windsor park land to the south.

Entry by road into the Parish from the cast is across Domey Common, which is a
striking feature comprising some seventy hectares of unfenced grass meadow
punctuated by marshy hollows and two streams. Cattle roam there freely between
March and October. Willow and other trees border the margins. The small hamlet of
Boveney with Chapel and Court lies on the river to the south amongst a variety of
mature trees. The houses of Dorney Village cluster along Village Road that leads to
another small community at Lake End and second, smaller Lake End Common.

Court Lane, a fork from Village Road is bordered by a row of established chestnut

trees. It passes, on the left, an important long-established copse of woodland, The
Grove, in the grounds of the manor estate Dormney Court which the largest and most
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significant property in the Parish. The church of St James the Less with its two small
graveyards adjoins the Court. The surrounding fields are used for iniensive
horticulture under irrigation or to provide pasture for sheep and paddocks for horses.
Selected parts of Dorney and Boveney have been designated Conservation areas
within South Bucks Area.

Dorney Reach comprises a further group of houses extending from Marsh Lane to the
Thames opposite Monkey Island. Many properties have large gardens. The Dorney
towpath is pleasantly undeveloped apart from riverside houses at Dorney Reach and a
boathouse and Chapel at Boveney. In contrast, development along the opposite
Berkshire riverbank comprises three marinas, two large hotels, water treatment works,
a racecourse and a caravan site in addition to private houses.

The Parish is flat with little natural variation in elevation, a characteristic feature
being the open views across the Thames valley and, most strikingly, of Windsor
Castle some three miles to the east. The soils are light over a gravel subsoil with
patches of more clayey material. An important feature of the Dorney hydrogeology is
the depth of gravel (up to 15m) and the fact that beneath it lies a tilted bed of chalk.
This slopes in a South-easterly direction and dips deeper nearer the river. An overlay
of clay of variable thickness between the porous chalk and gravel above serves to
force the water upwards in times of heavy rain. The water table in the gravel is on
average two-three metres below the surface but, after heavy rainfall, water is forced
upwards and wet areas and springs appear, fed from the underground sources. Lott’s
Hole is the best example.

In addition to the major watercourse, the River Thames, the streams, Cress Brook and
the Roundmoor Ditch merge to form Boveney Ditch and are, respectively, within and
form a boundary of the Parish. There are ponds of permanent standing water at
Boveney, in the Grove at Dent’s corner and behind the church of St James the Less.
In winter, underground water emerges and areas of shallow water appear on the
commons. There are a few small areas of established woodland and some lengths of
mature hedgerow.

Areas allocated to various uses (approximate %)

Agriculture/Horticulture 33
Rowing Trench consiruction site 23
Residential and roads 16
Common land 14
Flood Relief Scheme site 7
River and streams 5

Total area of the Parish 544.5 hectares

Part of the acreage of open land is cultivated intensively for horticultural crops,
particularly leeks, lettuce and brassicas. Within the grounds of Dorney Court there
are fields of soft fruit and asparagus. A garden centre now occupies the old, walled
garden of the Court. There is also a horticultural enterprise using plastic tunnels,
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rape and maize crops for forage. Many fields are smpvared, grasses used to graze

sheep and horses. There is one small piggery.

The Parish environment bears a heavy burden of infrastructure and is under continual
pressure from development. It is bounded to the north by the M4 motorway and
borders on Slough Water Pollution Control Works. Both a flight path to Heathrow
Airport and a local air corridor cross the Parish. A major gas supply runs beneath.
Thames Water extracts from both the river and the gravel via a series of shallow
boreholes. At night-time there is a significant level of illumination in the Parish. This
comprises reflected light from the neighbouring urban areas and motorway lamps as
well as numerous individual house lights.

The Parish is well served with footpaths and bridle paths although some have
restricted access and are being re-routed. The three miles of riverside towpath on the
north bank provides a scenic route linking Maidenhead and Eton.

Currently there are two major civil engineering perturbations in the Parish. They
involve the extraction of underlying gravels together with associated workings to
provide a Flood Alleviation Channel for Maidenhead, Windsor and Eton and the
construction of a Rowing Course for Eton College. The resulting earthworks are
temporarily scarring the landscape and impeding the open views across the Parish.
Environmental landscaping is associated with both projects and we already see the
establishment of new plantations of shrubs and modification of the previous flora. It
is predicted that the creation of new areas of permanent water will attract many more
birds. This expected benefit will have to be balanced by the counter-effect of
increased human activity in the area.

Thus 1t 1s appropriate at this time to collate the records of the major species of trees,
plants, animals, birds, reptiles, insects and fungi that are to be found and were
previously noted within the Parish boundary. It is hoped that this record will form a
baseline against which future assessments may be compared. The list, which is by no
means complete, is not without some surprises but most significant is the richness and
diversity of “wildlife™” that shares the Parish with 600 hundred parishioners.

There are two lists; the first comprises a selection of interesting species together with
anecdotal information. The second, comprehensive list, includes both common and
scientific names and, where possible, indicates a locality and the contributor.

A list of the sites within the Parish that have been identified as of conservation
interest is included.

? The term “Wildlife’ is taken to inciude the flora and fauna excluding cultivated and domesticated
species.
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SOME OF THE NOTEWORTHY SPECIES

The species listed below are a selection of those that are of interest and/or are a
feature in the Parish. Most are common but others, less common, are included because
their presence 1s noteworthy. They are listed below by common name and also
included in the more comprehensive list that follows.

Animals

Badger

There are several setts in slightly raised ground and embankments where they will be
free from the risk of flooding. Adults are seen occasionally on the Common and
crossing roads after dark. One voung badger killed on the motorway in 1999.

Bat

Commonly seen flying at dusk in the summer, following a familiar route to catch
insects. As there are few suitable natural roosting sites in hollow trees, they tend to
live behind hanging tiles and in lofts of houses. Local species appear to be small bats
such as the Pipistrelle and possibly the Whiskered.

Fox

Quite commonly seen at night crossing roads and even occasionally in the daytime in
gardens. There are several earths within the Parish.

Rabbit

On the increase, also seen during the day along certain hedgerows particularly around
the Common and at Boveney where there is cover. Warrens are established in banks
under dense patches of bramble.

Weasel

In the vicinity of the Churchyard and elsewhere. To be seen scurrying across the road
between hedgerows.

Mole

Very prolific in established grassland, verges and lawns, an upsurge in activity over
the winter of 2000, probably due to moist conditions encouraging a surfeit of
earthworms.

Water Vole

“Ratty” of Wind in the Willows fame occurs along backwaters and streams and where
the river bank is suitable for it to excavate holes at water level. Total numbers are
very low and the water vole is at risk of extinction in the area because so few suitable
localities remain.

Muntjac Deer

This species which was first noted in the Parish in 1988 and is now possibly
established in wooded areas, Certainly from the frequent sitings and evidence of
damage to plants in gardens Muntjacs readily move into and around the Parish. One
female killed by a vehicle on the Marsh Lane motorway bridge in January 2000.




Birds

About 130 species have been recorded in the Parish. In keeping with national trends,
there has been a marked decline in species associated with agricultural land. However
the recently opened stretches of water are attracting more aquatic birds.

Owl .
The Little Owl is resident in the Parish and has raised young most years and there are
occasional records of other species including Tawny, Short Eared and Barn Owls.

Ring-necked Parakeet

This bird is native of sub-tropical Africa and Asia but escaped pets are proving
themselves well able to become established in the wild. A colony estimated to
comprise in excess of fifty of these bright green coloured birds lives in and around
trees of riverside properties in Dorney Reach. They entered the Parish in about 1990
at Boveney and are gradually extending their range. Parakeets have a long life-span,
twenty years is readily attainable, and appear to have little difficulty surviving mild
winters.

Heron
May be seen standing immobile at the edge of the river, well camouflaged under
overhanging trees. Raids garden ponds in search of fish.

Cormorant

Once unusual, now regularly seen in winter months in the vicinity of Boveney Lock
where it perches on the ‘danger’ sign midstream whilst it characteristically opens its
wings to dry.

Swan

Swans nest on the mid-stream islands in the river and are early visitors to the open
water appearing after gravel extraction. Swans on the river are the subject of the
annual ‘Swan Upping’ exercise during the third week of each July, whereby birds are
marked and recorded on behalf of the Monarch according to a 500year old tradition
by members of the Vintners Company and the Dyers Company.

The actual “Upping* of the swans is fascinating to watch and is skillfully done. When
a family of swans is seen, the rowing boats are manoeuvred so that the swans are
trapped against the riverbank. The swans and cygnets are then carefully lifted out of
the water and restrained by having their feet tied together behind their back. They are
then counted, recorded and where appropriate, given a marking to show ownership.
Cygnets will have the same owner as the Pen (female) parent. After a check on the
bird’s health they are returned to the river and the procession of boats continues up-
river in the search for more swans.

Amphibia
Grass Snake
Occasional sightings on the river bank and seen swimming in the river.



Slow worm

Seen occasionally in gardens; found placing batches of eggs within the safety and
warmth of compost heaps.

Frog

There are few, if any, remaining natural areas of water that provide suitable breeding
sites, thus this amphibian is now dependent upon garden ponds for breeding and
survival. This is also true for toads and newts.

Fishes

The river supports a range of coarse fish species and their productivity is greatly
influenced by suitable habitat. Predatory fish, such as Pike, Perch and Eels, dominate
the main channel. The margins of the river are frequented by Chub, Dace and Barbel.
Bream occur in shoals in the main channel and the various pools. Roach are
throughout the main river and especially in backwaters with submerged vegetation.
Carp are present in localised areas. The Dorney stretch of river between Boveney and
Bray locks is notable for its Eel population.

The river quality is assessed to be good to fair and suitable for course fish species
(graded RE2).

Salmon

The Thames Salmon Trust is working to encourage Saimon to return to the upper
reaches of the Thames and the Kennet for spawning. Fish passes have been
constructed at a string of locks, including Boveney. Annually, for the past ten years, a
small number of Salmon have been radio-tagged and released above Teddington
Lock. A few have succeeded in working their way upstream and have been recorded
by the automatic radio listening station at Boveney Lock. Three fish were recorded in
1997.

Insects

Giant Stag Beetle

A National Stag Beetle Survey was conducted in 1998 because of concern that it was
becoming an endangered species. Between May and August a total of 30 beetles were
sighted and were reported by residents. This confirms that the species is quite
common here. Since the demise of the large elms which provided a favourite
breeding site, the Stag beetle appears to have successfully adapted to breeding in the
re-growth of elm saplings after they too succumb to disease.

Wasp

A recent arrival in the Parish is a species referred to as the Euro wasp. This is two or
three times larger than the Common wasp and is more aggressive. It makes its
football-shaped papery nests in sheltered spots in trees and bushes. A large nest was
constructed in a thick hawthorn hedge in Ashford Lane in 1997,




Butterflies

There are 59 recorded established species in the UK and of these 45 are known to

occur in Bucks. Of the 45, twenty-one have been recorded in the Parish and some
four more could be expected to be present and remain to be sighted. These include
Large Skipper, Essex Skipper, Gatekeeper, and Clouded Yellow.

Dragonflies
Many striking species commonly occur throughout the Parish although the immature
stages are aquatic. They are frequent visitors to gardens in the summer months.

Fungi

Field mushroom

The fruiting bodies occur in good numbers in some years on permanent grassland
where there have been horses and on the commons between late August and
November. Identifiable through its pinkish gills that darken to brown with age and the
short ring, which surrounds the stem from which the cap is joined before it breaks
open. The excellent flavour makes them well worth collecting.

Giant Puffball

Fruiting bodies are occasionally abundant in autumn in established grass paddocks
and pastures. Resembling a football left in the grass, this large spherical fungus 10 to
25cm across that is white and smooth initially, grows straight from the ground, with
little or no stalk.

Lichens and Bryophytes (Mosses and Liverworts)

These organisms grow on tree trunks, fences and stonework and paths where many
are responsible for the green appearance. They do not survive in heavily polluted
atmosphere so their presence is an indicator of reasonable air quality.

Vascular Plants
Over 400 species of tree, shrub and flower have been recorded in the Parish.

Trees

Elm

The Dutch Elm disease decimated many established trees which were a feature of the
landscape in the 1970's. Re-growth occurs but young trees still succumb to the
disease when about 5-10m high.

Horse Chestnut

Probably the most significant tree in the Parish. Large Horse Chestnuts line Court
Lane and Lock Path feading to Boveney Lock that, appropriately is known as “‘Conker
Alley’. There are several other fine specimens in the Parish.

Hedges

There are few lengths of mature, thick hedge containing a variety of species, with the
notable exception of stretches along the river towpath. The margins of the motorway
and the bridges support good developing hedge and shrub cover, now almost 40 years
old. A detailed evaluation of the hedges in the Parish was made in 1975 by David
Shott. His findings are included as Annex.
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Plants

Orchid

Three species colonise an area of unimproved riverside meadow (part of Trumpers
Field) which is a recognised conservation site. A total of at least six species have
been recorded in the Parish, but all do not appear to flower every year.

Brown Galingale

This inconspicuous sedge is a rarity only found in few localities in the County. It
occurs in a few wet hollows on Domey Common where, miraculously, it survives
treading by the feet of cattle and flooding. In some years (e.g., 1998) no plants were
seen; one was recorded in 1999. A related species was one of the favourite spices in
the medieval kitchen.

The Brown Galingale is recognised by English nature as a Globally Threatened/
Declining Species and has full protection under Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and
Coutryside Act, 1981.
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Sites of Conservation Importance in the Dorney Area

Several sites within the parish have been recognised as of importance for wildlife
because of the habitat and the species occurring there. These recognitions have been
made by the Bucks County but unfortunately South Bucks District Council have not
pursued any recent re-survey of the sites.

This list was provided by the Environment Agency who is not able to_guarantee that
the records are current. It is supplemented by data provided by Bucks County
Museum for three locations originally identified as Biological Notification Sites
(BNS).

Sites may be identified on the accompanying map by reference number.
Abbreviations:

ALERT - a planning designation

BBONT - Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust
BCC - Buckinghamshire County Council. County Museum Records

SNCI - Site of Nature Conservation Importance, a non-statutory designation.

1. Dorney Common ALERT/SNCI

Semi-improved grassland grazed by cattle and depressions subject to inundation.
Species of interest include very rare Brown Galingale and Tubular Dropwort
(uncommon in Bucks); Fat Duckweed, Marsh Foxtail and Common Marsh Bedstraw
are also present. Source: BCC.

2. Dorney Common Road Fork

Species of interest include the Brown Galingale (Red Data Book species, listed on
Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981); and Tubular Dropwort
(uncommon in Bucks); Marsh Foxtail and Common Marsh |Bedstraw are also present.

3. Dorney Corner (West side of Cress Brook) SNCI
Tall herb and fern. Species of interest include Common reed and Yellow Loosetrife:
Yellow Iris, Meadowsweet and Reed Canary-grass are also present. Source:BBONT.

4. Cress Brook (on Domey Common) ALERT

Running water. Species that are rare or uncommon include Shining Pondweed,
Whorl-grass (uncommon); Broad-leaved Pondweed, Nodding Bur-marigold, Pond
Water-crowfoot and Lesser Water Parsnip are also present. Source: BCC.

5. Lake End Common SNCI

Improved grassland, semi-improved grassland, marginal and inundation communities,
running and standing water. Species of interest include water vole (nationally
important biodiversity species); Yellow Iris and Bullrush are also present. Source:
BBONT and Corridor Survey Report.
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6. Riverbank opposite Water Oakley SNCI

Chalk grassland, running water. Species of interest include Lodden Pondweed
(nationally near threatened); Agrimony, Rest Harrow, Field Scabious, Dodder, Lesser
Broomrape, Burnet Saxifrage and Wild Parsnip are also present. Source: BBONT

7. Field East of tip of Monkey Island (Riverbank by water pumping station) SNCI
Calcareous grassland. Species of interest include Wild Carrot, Lesser Broomrape and
Burnet Saxifrage. Source: BBONT.

8. Dorney Meadow south of motorway (Trumpers Field) SNCI

Included but not officially within the parish boundary. Calcareous grassland. Species
of interest include Carline Thistle and Lesser Broomrape; Wild Carrot and Field
Scabious are also present. Source: BBONT.

9. St James Churchyard

Contains unimproved grassland and supports a number of County Rae or Uncommon
species (based on surveys 1965-85. Species include Spotted Meddick, Stinking Iris,
Pellitory-of-the-wall and Maidenhair Fern. A Non-statutory site. Source: BCC.

Other sites that have been noted and have species included
10. Wooded strip and margins of stream, East of Lake End
11. Roundmoor Ditch (subject of an NRA River Corridor Survey)

12. Chapel of St Mary Boveney. The surroundings support unimproved natural
grassland.

Both the Flood Relief Channel and the Eton Rowing Trench will create additional

new conservation areas. Full reappraisal of the Parish’s important wildlife habitats
will then be appropriate.
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Measures to encourage the local flora and fauna

There are many ways to assist with the enrichment of the Parish by wildlife; ranging
from avoiding damage and abuse, to being a little more thoughtful in the garden,
through to taking positive steps to provide food and shelter. Most individual
measures cost little in terms of effort and money but the benefit, especially when
adopted by several householders, would be considerable.

Bird and animal feeding

The regular provision of an appropriate range of food will attract and retain larger and
more varied populations as well as encourage casual visitors over the year. For birds,
according to the preference of the species, a supply of seeds (wild birdseced mix and
especially sunflower), nuts, fruit, bread, fat, and a fresh coconut are all acceptable. A
birdbath or vessel containing water will be used regularly for both drinking and
essential bathing. The animal that will appreciate some food as a supplement to its
diet of slugs and snails is the hedgehog. Place a spoonful of dog food near the house
and the hedgehog and young will become regular and quite tame visitors.

Bird and bat boxes

Provision of bird and bat boxes will assist these creatures greatly because shortage of
suitable nesting places can be a constraint to breeding. Wooden boxes made to a
fixed size and shape will attract particular species. For example, a small entrance hole
the size of a 10pence piece is appropriate for Blue-tits. Bat boxes have a slotted
entrance. Boxes must be affixed securely preferably close to tree cover. A house
wall is suitable provided there is some seclusion and shade from hot summer sun.
Other creatures that will respond to the offer of a suitable box for a hibernation or
hiding place are frogs and toads and small rodents.

Garden pond

A pond of even small dimensions will attract many creatures. Birds will drink and
bath, insects will fly over and readily colonise, and frogs will rest partially submerged
and perhaps breed. A larger pond planted with a variety of flowers will be a delight in
itself and if it is stocked with fish, may encourage the (unwelcome) attention of fish-
eating birds such as the heron.

Garden wild area

A pristine, formal garden with lawns trimmed neatly and no untidy corners will
provide little sanctuary for wildlife. These days it is quite acceptable (and perhaps less
effort) to leave a corner of the garden completely uncultivated. If brambles and
nettles become established, then many additional insect species will be encouraged.
On balance the beneficial species will outnumber the noxious ones and, as a bonus,
the number of butterflies seen will increase.

Old log pile

Somewhere in a comer find room to stack a pile of old logs and timber. If left
undisturbed this will be a haven for insects, including the beetles that bore into rotting
wood. In turn this will attract small mammals and perhaps nesting birds. It is much
preferable to a bonfire. '
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Insect-attractive flowers

Within the shrubbery and flower borders, some species bear flowers that are rich in
pollen and nectar and are therefore greatly liked by bees, butterflies and moths. With
careful selection to ensure of flowering at different times, a succession of attractive
flowers can be sustained from early spring to late autumn. Species to plant include
Buddlia, Ice plant, Golden Rod and Michaelmas Daisy. Leaving plants to seed
instead of cutting them down after flowering (e.g., sunflowers) provides a useful
source of food for birds.

Berry and fruit-bearing shrubs

In addition to the attraction of flowers and their seeds, the fruits of many species
provide a valuable source of natural food to wildlife. Cultivated soft fruits of the
blackberry family, are much sought afier by birds and animals, as are hazel nuts and
berries of Mountain Ash and Cotoneaster.

Limiting use of pesticides

Overuse of pesticide, even in the small garden, has an adverse effect on beneficial
insects. In the absence of spraying, the natural insect predators will usually control
the pest specics before damage is excessive. Consider planting insect-repellent
species alongside susceptible plants (e.g., sow a few spring onion seeds within a row
of carrot or lettuce and include Tugetes or marigolds in herbaceous borders.

Compost heap
The compost heap is more than a dump for unwanted garden and kitchen residues; it

provides a very rich environment that supports a huge number of organisms, which, in
turn, provide food for others.

Additional wild plantings

Currently there are several areas within the Parish where various Authorities have
made new plantings of bulbs, shrubs and trees and doubtless there are more to come.
This enrichment is welcome, provided it is in keeping with the existing flora and is
not dominated by exotic or inappropriate species. Indeed it is questionable as to which
species comprise the natural flora of Dorney. Given the current mix of species, those
who wish to enrich the flora by themselves planting seeds of meadow and hedgerow
flowers, or raise trees from seed should receive every encouragement. It is, of course,
only courteous to tell the landowner before undertaking such activity.

Avoiding disturbance of wildlife

Mention has to be made of the need to respect the wildlife and to leave plants, birds
and amimals undisturbed. When an amimal habitat is inadvertently uncovered it
should be replaced, as found, as quickly as possible. Regrettably there have been
instances of damage to badger sets and fox earths in the area.

Not picking or transplanting wild plants
There are very few plants that are so prolific in the Parish that they can be picked or
dug up. Visitors, especially walkers along the river towpath, should be dissuaded
from this habit and encouraged to show respect. Observation and photography of
plants (and birds) are to be encouraged.



DORNEY WILDLIFE

A grant of funding from the Help-the-Aged Millennium Awards Scheme in 1999 has
enabled some initiatives in support of the Domey environment. A group of
enthusiasts has, to date, planted over 500 shrubs to create a new length of hedgerow,
provided hedging and shrubs in the Church Graveyard and constructed and set up
over 40 bird nest boxes.

Prospects for the future

Dotrney is a rural Parish under threat. Being strategically situated in the densely
populated Thames corridor, where materialistic and economic considerations prevail,
the pressure to alter the rural nature of the Parish to accommodate developmental
needs is proving impossible to resist. However there is an undeniable case that
because of these surrounding pressures, Dorney should be respected and valued as a
haven for wildlife and as a strategic corridor between the nearby conurbations. Whilst
the parish cannot resist developments, it should be able to defend the important
natural features and ensure that they are safeguarded. Furthermore, the impact of
proposed changes must be considered sympathetically so that the long-term interests
of the whole parish are taken into consideration. (Planning inquiries for the Rowing
Trench and Flood Alleviation Scheme were totally independent of each other.)

More specifically, it is not possible to predict what will be the long-term effect of
these two major schemes, Will the creation of significant areas of permanent water
reverse the apparent trend towards the Parish land drying out (which may be
consequence of intensive water extraction)? Will we be ‘..~ : become more liable to
flooding and have to accept a greater propensity to mist and fog?

Can the Parish cope with the likely influx of leisure seekers without them despoiling
the improved environment that has been created for both them and the Parishioners to
enjoy? Indeed can disturbance be so contained that the rarer birds and animals will be
attracted and encouraged to take up residence? How will these sites and the rest of
the Parish be managed and developed to optimise conditions for wildlife?
Furthermore, how will the projected influx of water birds be reconciled with the use
of bird scaring devices to protect horticultural crops being grown close by.

Similar issues arise with the river and its use for leisure where the interests of pleasure
boats conflict with the wildlife’s need for calm water and tranquillity. Likewise,
abuse of speed on roads through the Parish has an all too obvious lethal effect on
wildlife.

A topical issue, presently under serious debate, concerns the introduction of
genetically modified crops. Although not yet introduced into the Parish, the planting
of crops possessing genetic components that are alien to those occurring naturally, or
developed through normal plant breeding programmes, could have environmental
consequences. Leaving the commercial benefits aside, the potential does exist for
out-breeding to occur between genetically modified and wild plants. Also pesticide
and herbicide regimes can be intensified on genetically modified crops that display
enhanced tolerance to chemicals. The long-term effects of such strategies cannot be
anticipated but we are entitled to full assurance that food safety and environmental
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implications are being rigorously investigated and will be monitored in the future.

The various environmental and conservation challenges affecting the Parish are listed
in the following table.

It is to be hoped that in the twenty-first century the Parish will maintain an attractive
and rich natural environment for all to share and enjoy. For this to happen certain
responsibilities have to be assumed. These are:

a basic understanding of the environment and its features

a respect for the local environment and active prevention of abuse and
destruction of habitat (especially the identified sites of conservation interest)
defence of Parish self-interest when it is under threat from destructive or
unwelcome change

positive encouragement for adoption of an environmental plan that adds to the
quality of all life in the parish.

It is to be hoped that the Parish Council will rise to the challenge and assume the role
of guardian, coordinator and implementor of environmental policy for the Parish. The
reward for all is the opportunity for greater personal enjoyment on the doorstep.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND CONSERVATION CHALLENGES IN THE PARISH

Locationftype of threat

River Thames
canalisation of river bank
increased river traffic

constancy of flow

Streams and wet areas
excessive extraction of water
lack of maintenance

Commons
degredation of pasture by weeds
application of herbicides
unsconomic for stock raising

increased public access

Woodland (existing)
loss of vigour
newly introduced timber pests

Hedgeraws
inadequate maintenance
mechanical pruning
erection of wire fences
stock damage to trees and hedges
hedges grubbed up

Agriculture/horticulturs
maximised yield
field margins not respected
introduction of GM crops

Thames towpath
promation leading to over-use
by visitors
over-development of amenities
damage and theft
excessive and obtrusive

signboards

Consequences

loss of wildlife habitat at margins
disturbance of habitat and fauna
(affects fish breeding)

removes variation, desfroys biodiversity

lowering of water table
drying out of streams

loss of characteristic habitat
abuse and degredation

decline in amenity/habitat
unknown at present

degradation, replacement with wire fences
loss of young trees

loss of shelter for stock

ringbarked trees die

loss of habitat

intensive use of chemicals
loss of wildiife habitat
unknown effect on wildlife

degradation of habitat

loss of habitat
despoiled environment

Rowing Trench and Flood Alleviation Channel margins

creation of artificial environment

regimented planting
over-management

Motorway and bridge embankments
noisy road surface
misplaced site barrier
poliuted air

Whole Parish
imposition of rapid changes
strategic role of wildlife corridor
is threatened
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manicured landscape

increase in motorway noise
increased risk to health
long-term implications

loss of biological diversity

habitat lossfenvironmental degradation

Remedial actions
moderate the policy
raise chargesflimit size and number of vessels
reinstate inundation of selected habitats

replacement of lost habitat
maintain levels and flow by sluices

find incentives to maintain status
enforce bylaws

replanting and management
vigilence

re-establish effective hedges
(provide protection of hedges with wire fences)

address flaws in agicultural policy/subsidies
consider 'green/organic’ strategy
resist until research is complete

regulate vistore
resftrict development

regulate visitors
reduce to essentials

create and maintain 2 more natural refuge

improve fence and tree batriers

ronitor regularly

Parish plan required for remedial actions

safeguard and improve strategically
important corridor

secure funding to provide remedial and
management costs



Ring-necked Parakeets, established newcomers to the Parish

The Stag Beetle, an endangered British species,
which is seen commonly during July and August




Dorney Common with Windser Castle on the skyline

Temporary pond on Dorney Common










Carpet of snowdrops in the Copse at Dent’s Corner




The Brown Galingale (centre), a very rare sedge, Dorney Common




Pond in Cress Brook, once the home of otters







The provision of bird nest boxes is a local initiative to enhance wildlife

Volunteers planting a new length of hedge in the graveyard
(Support for both initiatives was provided through a grant from the
Millennium Awards Scheme)




Detailed lists of the species recorded

In the tables that follow, the species are listed under the correct Scientific name and
Common name wherever possible.

They have been recorded and verified by knowledgeable amateurs or extracted from
the various professional surveys undertaken in the Parish. The contributions are
accredited below with dates where known. The individual contributors are identified
in the tables by two initial letters.

Up to twenty localities have been selected to represent the various habitats. These are
abbreviated along the top of the tables by three initial letters. It was not practicable to
include all the source material, which contains additional information. It is retained
carefully for future reference. Precise location of the rare and vulnerable species has
been withheld for obvious reasons.

It is unwise to attempt to draw too many conclusions from the records. This is
because they reflect the enthusiasm of recorders and the selected localities searched
more than the actual presence of flora and fauna. Indeed, because the Parish record is
less than complete, it is hoped that further contributions will follow.
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ANNEX
HEDGEROW STUDY

In 1975, David Shott published in Dorney parish News, the results of his survey of the
hedgerows in the parish. He sampled 52 lengths of hedgerow three or four times,
identifying the woody species present. The composition of the sample was used to
determine the approximate age of the hedgerow (the more species present the older the
hedgerow).

The first histogram provides an idea how frequently hedges of various ages in the Parish.
The oldest is aged up to 700 years and most of our hedges date back 2-400 years.

Frequency of estimated ages of hedges
in Dorney Parish Dec. 1975

Frequency

2 3 4 5 ¢ 7 8

Age of hedge in hundreds of years
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The Parish map indicates the location of hedges within the Parish. They are numbered by
age (1 = up to 100 years, and so on).

The average number of species of woody plants
present in 30yards of hedgerow

Dorney
Reach, .-

Elon Wik .

=i
4_\5 1
CE35Me Parish Boundary :_£+ -. ~
¥ Badly Burat . - ;:-..

5

o i £ 3:, I Mile

Scale 3inches = | mile

=
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The third table/graph shows the composition of the hedges by woody species present; the

size of the block representing the frequency that the species occurred. From this can be
deduced:

the species planted when the hedges were created,
how long it takes for new plants to arrive,
how they are distributed in age groupings.

Percentage frequency of woody species present
in samples of Dorney hedgerow

400

Age group of hedge 100 200
% frequency o 5 5

A

Hawthorn
Elm
Cypress

Sycamore

Wild Plum
Pedunculate Oak
Buckthorn

Elder

Ash

Spindle
Blackthorn
Apple <5
White Willow

Hazel

Sallow

Crack Willow

Horse-chestnut

Privet

Lombardy Poplar

Field Maple

Alder

Honeysuckle

<5 L5

<5

<5
Aspen

Turkey Oak
Lilac

' <5
Guelder Rose ,
Spanish Chestnut ol
Dogwood Carnel - |

<5

<5
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It is interesting to see the build-up of Ash and non-native Sycamore over the years.
Regrettably much of the oldest hedge, which dated back to Tudor and Stuart times, has
become lost or seriously degraded since the study some twenty-five years ago.

Notes,
The investigation method used was developed by Dr Maxwell Hooper. He studied
Sussex hedgerows and determined that in a thirty-yard stretch of hedgerow there will be

one shrubby species for every 100 years that the hedge has been in existence.
Measurements remain unconverted from the original Imperial units

In the Dorney study hedges planted around gardens were not considered as they tended to
be unrepresentative. Ivy and Dog-rose were not included.

True interpretation of the results will be influenced by fire damage that was observed on
many field hedges.

Finally, Elm trees were still a major feature in 1975. The study just pre-dated the
disastrous effects of Dutch Elm Discase.
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