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Find us: Parliament Lane, Burnham, Slough, SL1 8NU 
Call us to find out more: on 01628 667345  

Email: burnham.reception@hartfordcare.co.uk  

Providing Care, Comfort and Companionship 
in Burnham. 

Join us for “Tea for Two” on Tuesdays! 

Bring a friend to enjoy tea, freshly baked cakes, 
our newly decorated dining room and  
beautiful landscaped surroundings.  

We look forward to welcoming you, every      
second Tuesday of the month, at 2:30pm. 
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ISSUE NO. 3/19 APRIL 2019 

EDITORIAL 

I hope everybody reading this will come to two very important public meetings that are 

taking place in Dorney Village Hall over the next couple of months. The Annual Parish 

Meeting of Dorney Parish Council will be on Wednesday April 17th at 7.30 pm. The 

Annual General Meeting of Dorney Village Hall Management Committee will be held at 

8.00 pm on Wednesday 29th May. While we are talking about events that are so 

important to the social fabric of our village, make a note now of the Annual Show in 

the same venue on Saturday 31st August. 

I started to write regularly for Dorney Parish News nine years ago when the editor 

asked me to report on the 2010 Annual Parish Meeting. It seemed to me then that the 

Parish Council were battling on behalf of the residents against a number of threats – 

remember the sinister sounding LOCOG with its plans to shoehorn 30,000 odd daily 

spectators into our village? This has been a consistent theme. We residents tend to feel 

that our quirky and preciously green enclave needs defending against bodies and 

projects that underestimate our priorities and should know better. I’m the first to admit 

that some threats turn out to be more benign than feared – the 2012 legacy turned out 

to be a marvel – but those outcomes are helped by vigilance from residents and, 

hopefully, from their representatives. 

I remember meetings with a packed village hall a quarter of a century ago. In the last 

decade, sadly, the attendance at Annual Parish Meetings has tended to shrink to a too 

small group of diehards. You may well be concerned about M4 widening, dangerous car 

parking, speeding through the village, dog excrement or potholes. With the growing 

feeling that the county in Aylesbury are aloof from our problems in the deep south – 

and I hope the feeling on that topic appearing in these pages is brought home to our 

councillors – it’s more important than ever that our collective viewpoints are expressed. 

The refurbishment of the Village Hall and the subsequent running of it have not been 

without controversy, but the Hall is vital to us all, especially the groups and clubs which 

book it regularly. As I understand it, it was always expected that the users would have 

an interest and a role to play, and I’m told anyone new who might like to help run the 

Hall would be very welcome in May. 

A final word on current issues…The Parish Council are keen to see the installation of a 

mini roundabout to facilitate traffic flow in the area of Dent’s Corner, similar to the T-

Junction in 2012, when Marsh Lane is closed to traffic from the tail end of this year. 

Worth expressing support for, I would think, and let me record the personal fear I felt 

driving in a desperately congested Court Lane on March 18th as traffic sped towards 

Dorney Lake, where coincidentally a private regatta was taking place with parking 

priced at £8. On April 17th, I’d be urging all concerned to get those double yellow lines 

in place before it’s too late. 

Peter Bowman 
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Bucks County Council Reaches a Tipping Point 
There it is in the My Bucks newsletter. ‘Monday 1 April will see the first major change 
to Buckinghamshire’s household recycling centres for a generation.’ This change will 
‘safeguard the future of the household recycling centre service…’ 
But the new policy will make it more difficult for Dorney residents to recycle their 
household and green waste, in some cases will increase the cost of recycling, and 
thus may well lead to an increase in fly tipping (already a scourge around our nearest 
site). As it seems that residents here will be noticeably disadvantaged compared to 
our Maidenhead and Slough neighbours, this controversy feeds into the current 
feeling that South Bucks council tax payers in this neck of the woods would be better 
off paying our taxes to the Royal Borough.  
There can’t be many Dorney residents who are mobile who have not taken advantage 
of the Burnham Household Recycling Centre in Crow Piece Lane. As the growing 
season gathers pace, users like this writer will make repeated green visits. Bucks CC 
decided in January that this site will be closed on Wednesdays and Thursdays. It’s 
widely believed that this move merely previews the complete permanent closure of 
Burnham HRC from the end of September 2019, with the Bucks CC cabinet agreeing 
‘that a final decision to continue with closure…would be made at the September 
cabinet meeting following a detailed appraisal of the other savings implemented from 
April..’ Even though it is to be hoped that our elected councillors make 
representations on our behalf through the summer, it’s fair to assume closure will 
occur.   
From April 1, Bucks CC will impose charges for disposing of some waste. In all 
fairness to the CC, they claim that 75% of the waste brought to the centre, mainly 
garden waste, electricals and paper will remain free of charge. It’s ‘non-household 
waste’ such as landscaping, construction and demolition waste that will be charged. 
Payments, which will only be allowed via credit or debit cards, seem to start at 
around £2.50. Baths and sinks and fence panels might cost £2.50 to £10, kitchen 
worktops and cupboards should be under £7.50. Bucks CC is insistent that fly tipping 
does not increase following this kind of change. Given the shocking density of illegal 
tipping immediately outside the Centre, it just seems wishful thinking that two days’ 
closure won’t be devastating. 
If closure of the Burnham site follows, what alternative choice will we in Dorney have? 
Burnham is one of the sites earmarked for closures because it is ‘quite close’ to other 
sites. Really? The two realistic alternatives seem to be London Road, Beaconsfield and 
Langley Park Road in Langley. Sunday afternoons for us from Dorney have just got 
bleaker and longer. Of course, there are sites nearer, and arguably more convenient 
than Burnham. But Stafferton Way Household Waste and Recycling Centre in 
Maidenhead, is, amazingly ‘for the use of residents of the Royal Borough only’. You 
are asked, it appears, for your Advantage Card as ‘proof of residency’. Those lucky 
RBWM residents can use the Slough Borough Council tip at Chalvey. In turn, Slough 
residents can use the tips at Burnham and Langley, but, you guessed it, Chalvey 
HWRC can only be used by Slough and RBWM residents.  
I know of no Berkshire plans to cut back in this sector. Dorney residents will have to 
pay more, in the short term use Burnham at busier periods, and may later have to 
travel some considerable extra distance. We might like to start a campaign by letting 
our district and county councillors know what we think at the Dorney PC annual meeting 
on April 17.     P.B. 
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Services in the Local Churches 
 

 

St James the Less, Dorney 
St. John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

St. John the Evangelist, Eton 
 

Vicar: Revd. La Stacey, The Vicarage, 69a 

Eton Wick Road, Eton Wick, Windsor,  

SL4 6NE  
Tel: 01753 852268 email: 

revlastacey@gmail.com 

 

For information about our churches, activities and 

church history please see our parishes’ web site: 
www.stjohnstjamesed.org.uk 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Methodist Church, Eton Wick Alma Road, Eton Wick, SL4 6JZ 
Minister: Rev Margaret Dudley, 01753 867117 

Sunday  6.30pm Evening Service 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Burnham 

Parish Priest: Fr. Andy Richardson, 01628 605764 

Saturday  6pm  Vigil Mass 

Sunday  9.45am  Mass 
 

Revd. La Stacey writes: 

Oooh, I can see light at the end of the tunnel!! Not so much with the Brexit process I 
have to say as I write this, though maybe that will all have been miraculously resolved 

by the time this goes to print. 

I’m thinking more of the tunnel of Lent. Lent is a time of sorrowing for all our past trip-

ups and idiocies, collective or individual, and turning around to embrace what is good 
again. By pausing we can recalibrate. That is the purpose of Lent. And having 

recalibrated we will find ourselves turning away from moaning and complaining and 

refocused on rejoicing and giving thanks. The light at the end of the tunnel of gloom 

will gradually come into sharper focus. It takes practice though to turn from easy 

complaints and finding someone to blame, to identifying clearly what needs to be done 
and focussing on the future rather than the past. So, for example, we could immerse 

ourselves in terrified apprehension about the state of our planet, blaming government 

policy or some other scapegoat. Or we could give thanks for this wonderful, still 

habitable, earth and take every measure at our own disposal to limit our carbon usage. 
Jesus in his darkest hour didn’t moan and complain at all the people who had made 

wrong conclusions along the way and unjustly hung him up to die. He forgave and 

trusted that reality would be evident in the end and that light would be revealed. 

Welcome to Easter! 
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Church Services in April 2019 
 
Wednesday 3rd April 
10.00 am Holy Communion (said BCP)   St John the Evangelist, Eton 
 
Sunday 7th April  
9.30 am Holy Communion     St James the Less, Dorney 
9.30 am Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
11.00 am Every Age Service    St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 
Sunday 14th April (Palm Sunday) 
9.30am Holy Communion     St James the Less, Dorney 
9.30 am Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
11.00am Holy Communion  (children's group) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 
Wednesday 17th April 
10.00 am Holy Communion (said BCP)   St John the Evangelist, Eton 
6.30 pm Passover Communion    St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 
Thursday 18th April (Maundy Thursday) 
7.00 pm Foot Washing and Tenebrae Service St James the Less, Dorney 
 
Friday 19th April (Good Friday) 
Walk of Hope: 
9.30 am Beginning of Walk    St John the Evangelist, Eton 
10.30 am Middle of Walk: Good Friday Service St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

12.30 pm End of Walk     St James the Less, Dorney 
 
Sunday 21st April (Easter Day) 
5.30 am Sunrise Service     St Mary Magdalene, Boveney 
9.30am Holy Communion     St James the Less, Dorney 
9.30 am Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
11.00am Family Holy Communion    St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 
Sunday 28th April 
9.30am Morning Worship     St James the Less Dorney 
9.30 am Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
11.00am Holy Communion     St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 
 

 

Family Praise Service from 9.30am - 10.00 am each Sunday 

at Eton Wick Church. This service is especially intended for 

families with children aged 0 - 11. All are welcome. 
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Bus Services from Dorney to Windsor, Slough and Maidenhead 
 

 

Over the years there has been much mention in Dorney Parish News about the lack of 
bus services in Dorney. This does not appear to be the case at present as can be seen 
from the information below, which I have extracted for Dorney Parish News. 
 

However, a few more services for Dorney Reach might be helpful!  
 

Whilst I am only able to summarise the journeys here, they consist of many stops en 
route. Full details can be obtained from www.bustimes.org. 
 

I will publish this schedule in each edition and will endeavour to keep it as up-to-date 
as possible. I recommend checking the actual times for each day online. 
 
 

 
 
 

Please send me any comments you may have on these services. 
 

 

Jill Dax 
jill@daxfamily.com 

Dorney to Windsor and Slough CB15 CB15 Dorney to Windsor and Slough CB15 CB15
Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 10:08 12:38 Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 14:13 16:45
Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton, on Brocas Street) 10:23 12:53 Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton, on Brocas Street) 14:28 17:00
Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 10:34 13:04 Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 14:39 17:12
Slough and Windsor to Dorney CB15 CB15 Slough and Windsor to Dorney CB15 CB15
Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 09:05 11:35 Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 13:10 15:40
Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton, on Brocas Street) 09:17 11:47 Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton, on Brocas Street) 13:22 15:52
Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 09:30 12:00 Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 13:35 16:05
Dorney to Maidenhead CB15 CB15 Dorney to Maidenhead CB15 CB15
Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 09:30 12:00 Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 13:35 16:05
Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S1) 09:45 12:15 Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S1) 13:50 16:20
Maidenhead to Dorney CB15 CB15 Maidenhead to Dorney CB15 CB15
Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S1) 09:50 12:20 Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S1) 13:55 16:25
Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 10:08 12:38 Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 14:13 16:45

Dorney to Windsor & Slough RE63 RE68 Slough and Windsor to Dorney RE68 RE63
Dorney Reach, opp Old Marsh Lane 10:43 14:51 Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 11:10 13:30
Dorney, o/s The Palmer Arms PH 10:46 14:55 Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton on Brocas Street) 13:40
Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton on Brocas Street) 10:53s Dorney, opp The Palmer Arms PH 11:23 13:46
Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 11:03 15:09 Dorney Dent's Corner (W-bound) 11:23

Dorney Court (adj) 11:24
Dorney to Maidenhead RE68 RE63 Dorney, o/s Elm View Farm 11:25
Dorney, opp The Palmer Arms PH 11:23 13:46 Dorney Reach, adj Harcourt Road 11:26
Dorney Dent's Corner (W-bound) 11:23 Dorney Reach, adj Old Marsh Lane 11:28 13:50
Dorney Court (adj) 11:24 Dorney Reach, opp Ye Meads 11:28
Dorney, o/s Elm View Farm 11:25
Dorney Reach, adj Harcourt Road 11:26 Maidenhead to Dorney RE68
Dorney Reach, adj Old Marsh Lane 11:28 13:50 Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S2) 14:35
Dorney Reach, opp Ye Meads 11:28 Dorney Reach, opp Old Marsh Lane 14:51
Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S2) 11:43 14:33 Dorney, o/s The Palmer Arms PH 14:55
Times marked s – “sets down only” – the bus will only stop to drop passengers off

Bus Services from Dorney to Windsor, Slough and Maidenhead
Services by Red Eagle (RE)

Information correct on 1st March 2019
https://bustimes.org/localities/dorney

Bus Services from Dorney to Windsor, Slough and Maidenhead
Services by Courtney Buses (CB) 

Information correct on 1st March 2019
https://bustimes.org/localities/dorney

Services run Mondays to Saturdays (no Sunday services)

Services run Tuesdays and Fridays only
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Opening Times 

Admission Prices  

www.dorneycourt.co.uk 
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NATURE NOTES 
 

The yellow-uniformed contractors from Balfour Beatty have signalled their presence at 
many points on Dorney Roads, through the display of their traffic cones. In addition to 
the apparent endless discussion of their duties, their actual work includes peering 
down sewers, erecting metal fencing, cutting down shrubs, flashing lights at night and 
making unpleasant noises with their excavations. Inevitably this causes some 
inconvenience. 
 

By comparison our badgers (who are strongly 
territorial), cause little damage and 
inconvenience to Dorney residents (apart from 
browsing on tasty plants in a few gardens). Early 
spring is the time of year when the pregnant 
females prepare for confinement, delivery and 
nurture of their cubs. I am assured that 
measures will be enforced to safeguard badgers 
and their setts during the M4 works. 
 

I was reminded by Bill Dax, who curates the 
Dorney archives, that I had written a piece 
published in Dorney Parish News in May 1964 for 
Nature Notes. Yes, this was 55 years ago. This is 
repeated below. I suggest that there is still some 
relevance in my writings from the past. 
 

“A few days ago, I visited a local badger sett for the first time this year to see how 
they had survived the winter. There were obvious signs of recent activity, and freshly 
moved soil indicated that they had started their spring cleaning. The bedding, on 
which they slept during the winter has been turned out and dragged away from the 
entrance holes. It will be replaced with dry grasses in preparation for the breeding 
season, for badgers are fastidious animals devoting much time and energy into 
keeping both themselves and their homes clean. 
I first discovered this particular sett late one evening when I saw 'Brock' sitting upon 
his haunches peering straight at me. Then he turned and shuffled back down his 
burrow. There are about ten entrances to this sett, which is doubtless inhabited by 
more than one family of badgers, and part of it is probably shared by foxes as I have 
seen fox-cubs close by. I am rather surprised that the badgers are surviving 
successfully for they are only a few hundred yards from houses. It is interesting that 
they have selected for their sett a small area which is slightly higher than the 
surrounding land. This must be one of the few places around Dorney where it is 
possible to excavate ten or so feet below ground without the risk of being flooded out 
in winter. 
Badgers eat a wide variety of food including roots, fruits, slugs, snails, wireworms, 
wasp grubs, beetles, and even moles, rabbits. and young birds. The remains of meals 
are usually neatly buried not far from the sett. After feeding and digging the claws are 
cleaned by scratching on a tree like a cat, so there are always a few trees near the 
set with shredded bark on the trunk. Man (especially when young) is the badger’s 
only enemy, but I hope the local badgers are allowed to remain undisturbed for many 
years to come.” 
 
WAYFARER (a.k.a. Peter Tyler) 
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Diggers Den  1a Oak Stubbs Lane  Dorney Reach  Maidenhead  Berkshire  SL6 0DW 
Phone: 01628 639 366    Mobile: 07803 179962 

Email: mark@mashephard.builders  

M. A. Shephard Builders Ltd. are proud of our heritage and our

workmanship. We have been trading for over 30 years and, in that time,

we have developed a professional relationship with suppliers, building

surveyors and other professionals.

We specialise in high quality workmanship in the fields of heritage work. 

using all the traditional methods and working with traditional materials. 

We usually carry out the full project from start to finish, taking all the 

pressure off you. If you want to project manage alongside us you are 

more than welcome. We also carry out all the following: 

• All types of Refurbishments
• New house builds
• Commercial to Domestic conversions
• Barn conversions
• All types of listed work
• General building works
• Decorating works
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Hairdos on Dorney Common 

As April approaches, with its predictions of rain and promises of seasonal chocolate, we 
see colourful egg-shaped Easter delights that have festooned our shops since February. 

The march of our third month brought whipping wind and gusty gales across the 

common, to redo my already wild bird-nest hair into a frenzy of froth. It is but days 

now before “Spring Forward” makes our evenings light, with the returning cows 
signalling the imminent summer. 

Here at the cottage, my husband Dave makes the first grass cut of the year that 

indicates we are about to leave that tunnel of dark nights and icy mornings. The hens, 

now perky as they feel the warmth of the sun, are out for longer hours, laying nearly 
once a day, to bring deep amber yolks to our toast. Sadly now down to only two girls, 

we will soon adopt another three or four to increase our little feathered flock. How I 

love to see them from the kitchen window, scouring the earth for tasty bits, then 

burrowing a hole to roll and bask in the sand.  

As winter recedes, the pace at the Maidenhead Drama Guild steps up, with our little 

festival play ‘Spy with a View’ about to take up the challenge at Norden Farm. Since we 

had moved premises at the same time as rehearsing, it is surprising to see that the 
Director has pulled off a very charming and funny production. As she moves on another 

Director will shift into place with our spring production of ‘A Bunch of Amateurs’. This 

is a very funny play about an aging waning actor accidently signed up for a 

Shakespearian play, in the wrong Stratford. A journey of humble people transforming 
pomposity into compassion using practical reality and wit.   

On the production team, we generally label all our new pieces by using the first word 

of its title, for example, we have ‘Spy’ just concluding, and ‘Bunch’ about to start. So, 

it was with much hilarity, from our younger members and me, that our Panto this year 
is ‘Dick Whittington’. Panto usually kicks off around Easter as the production is highly 

complex and multi-layered. Starting with the set design, then mulling over the 

grandiose ideas that generate from meetings with the Director. Ideas which need 

trimming down to realistic expectations, and ones that are feasible on a modest budget! 

This year without exception, the Director announced he would like a gigantic throne, 

like the one on the series ‘Game of Thrones’. Thinking, silently inside, this looks like a 

game of groans, plan to temper down this expectation, as the eleventy-eight metal 
knives on this item (google it), will have some impact on our cast rushing on and off 

stage. To be impaled in the semi-darkness in the wings is not ideal. How can I make 

this? All to be revealed in a few months’ time, or not if I can’t conjure up some fantastic 

option.  

The Drama Guild encourage and seek out fresh faces of all ages, from all walks of life, 

to join and learn backstage skills or tread the boards. At our new home, we now have 

the space to hold regular workshops on dance, vocal tuition, hand and stage props, set 

building, stitching costumes and creative textiles. We also have a lovely Club Room 
area, soft sofas and tea facilities or other stuff that comes from a tall glass bottle, 

usually labelled Chateau Plonk. If this sounds like your tipple, you have an open invite 

to join. No talent required, just enthusiasm and humour. 
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Running concurrently, nearer to home, Dorney Horticultural Society celebrates the 

successful Hot Supper with Quiz evening, as we go on to plan the next event with 
renewed vigour. Reserve your place for our Spring Buffet on Friday 12th April at our 

Village Hall.  We have a very interesting chap coming to speak, along with the chance 

to natter to your neighbours about everything that matters, or just chatter over a glass 

of something refreshing, my option being the latter. With our membership slowly 
growing, it is lovely to see our usual faces sprinkled with freckles of new ones. Easy 

company and a guaranteed relaxed evening to enjoy tasty food in the warmth of your 

neighbours. Do come along and join in, all villagers invited and welcomed. 

Back home, Dave prepares our back yard for the arrival of some new trees, a welcome 

wardrobe from the rather skimpy bikini our garden is currently wearing. We took off to 

Ham, near Richmond, where it was purported that they held a large amount of mature 

and nearly mature trees with exotic structure or beautiful foliage. It was in fact quite 
true, and battling against sideways wind, hair firmly battened down, we traipsed around 

the expansive stock, to gingerly choose a few for our garden.  

Easter looms as I close here, the thought of this year racing so fast making me want 

to apply the brakes and take stock of how fortunate we all are. Despite the fake news 
and the factual bulletins, we still enjoy our community and take great pleasure in living 

in such a lovely village, spread over three hamlets but joined at the core by a very deep 

root. Happy Easter! 

Kristina Perkins 

Dells Cottage 
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THE CLOSURE OF ST. GILBERT’S CHURCH, ETON WICK 
It was at the beginning of December when we were informed that St. Gilbert’s was to close and 
that our last service would be on 6th January (The Epiphany).  We knew the ‘writing was on the 
wall’ as, for the past few years, services had been reduced to one Sunday and one Friday Mass 
per month (plus Christmas Day and Easter Sunday) but we really had hoped that this might be 
allowed to continue, for whilst we had those few services it did at least mean that there was a 
visible Catholic presence in the village and the Catholic church was available for baptisms and 
funerals etc.  In recent years, a retired priest, Father Bosco Clarke, generally came over from 
Maidenhead to celebrate the Sunday Masses (ably assisted by our Deacon, Paul Lipscomb); and 
our Parish Priest, Father Andy Richardson, was always on hand for the Friday evening service, and 
for special celebrations. 
A letter from our Bishop, which outlined the reasons for closure, referred to the reality of there 
now being fewer priests.  The letter also mentioned the need to spend a lot of money on the 
church on maintenance issues; we had always tried very hard not to cost the diocese too much 
money in upkeep: for example, the interior had not been redecorated for over twenty-five years, 
and the interior plumbing and wiring was as installed in 1964; but inevitably major work would be 
required in order to bring the building up to a legally compliant modern standard.  Hence, the 
Diocese, who are having to prioritise with many other churches around the diocese in a similar 
situation, took the difficult decision to close St Gilbert’s and sell the land. 
The St. Gilbert’s congregation always enjoyed sharing the church with our other local 
denominations and were often involved in ecumenical happenings: we took our turn with them in 
hosting the Churchyard Committee meetings, the recently established ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ prayer 
breakfast, and the annual (Women’s) World Day of Prayer (some of us got together to represent 
Catholics at the recent one at St. John’s).  We even opened St. Gilbert’s to an impromptu hosting 
of last December’s ‘Carols and Dress-Up Nativity Play’, which couldn’t take place by the village 
Christmas Tree due to very strong cold winds – Father Andy was represented by Father Emmanuel 
Okami.  For more than twenty years, Mary McCarthy ran a youth club (called Charlie’s Angels) at 
the church for children from 5 to 12 years old.  We will very much miss having the opportunity to 
share in this way. 
As many of you will already know, it was in 1954 that a Father Dunstan (formerly a Torpedo Boat 
Coxswain!!) encouraged Eton Wick’s Catholics to strive to finance the construction of their own 
church in the village.  At that time, Sunday morning Mass was being celebrated in the Village Hall 
(for which the hire charge was 4 shillings per week and the clearing of Saturday night’s debris); 
and, prior to that, villagers had made their way to ‘Our Lady of Sorrows’ at Eton.  A committee 
was elected, a raffle held and the £3 raised was the first contribution to the fundraising.  A few 
years (and a lot of jumble sales, bazaars, and dances) later, the funds had reached £4,000 and 
money subsequently pledged realised the total required for construction to commence, with the 
foundations being dug by the parishioners themselves.  Ten years after Father Dunstan’s 
challenge, on the day before Palm Sunday in 1964, the Roman Catholic Church of St. Gilbert was 
blessed by Bishop Leo Parker.  St. Gilbert’s was built at a cost of £16,000 on land which was 
purchased for £1,500.  We are thankful that none of those who worked so hard to provide this 
Catholic church remain to see its closure. 

Eton Wick and Dorney Catholics have scattered, for a variety of reasons, to various local churches 
(although we officially remain in ‘Our Lady of Peace’ parish) and we have lost our physical ‘home’; 
but we are still together in our faith.   It just remains for us to say ‘Thank you’ to all those villagers 
(whether Christian or non-Christian) who have supported St. Gilbert’s in different ways throughout 
the past 54 years, your various kindnesses have been much appreciated and we will remember 
them in our prayers. 

Written on behalf of St. Gilbert’s Clergy and Congregation. 
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Remain in Bucks or move to The Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead? 
Pros and Cons 

This article concludes the history and advantages & disadvantages of Dorney 
remaining in Buckinghamshire or moving into The Royal Borough of Windsor & 
Maidenhead. There are several aspects that, due to space, have not been explored. 
It is hoped that these three articles will encourage a reasoned debate – if any 
residents are interested in pursuing the possible move. 

Benefits of staying in Buckinghamshire 
It is difficult, given the uncertainty around the Unitary Authority, to list any specific 
benefits. 
However, to date, the South Bucks Planning Department have been very helpful in 
protecting Dorney from planning permissions that would be inappropriate in the 
Green Belt, with several such refusals in recent years. 

Benefits of moving to RBWM 
Assuming they would extend to Dorney residents the same services etc. that they do 
to Eton Wick residents: 

Council Tax 
There would be an immediate reduction of around 26% in Dorney residents’ Council 
Tax as it is assumed that RBWM would place Dorney residents in the same Bands as 
Eton and Eton Wick residents. 
The following rates would apply, showing savings of moving to RBWM, by property 
band: 

The Dorney Council Tax may, in future, be slightly reduced by around 2% if the 
Unitary Authority reduce South Bucks District’s Council Tax down to Wycombe 
Council’s Council Tax levels as they have indicated they might. 

RBWM claim to have the lowest Council Tax outside London. 

Waste 
RBWM currently empties General Waste, Recycling and Food Bins every week. They 
have recently stated that this policy will continue. 
South Bucks currently empties General Waste and Recycling Bins fortnightly, Food 
Bins weekly. 

Dorney Eton Wick Saving % Saving
Band A £1,216.05 £901.13 £314.92 26%
Band B £1,418.71 £1,051.30 £367.41 26%
Band C £1,621.39 £1,201.51 £419.88 26%
Band D £1,824.06 £1,351.68 £472.38 26%
Band E £2,229.41 £1,652.05 £577.36 26%
Band F £2,634.75 £1,952.43 £682.32 26%
Band G £3,040.11 £2,252.81 £787.30 26%
Band H £3,648.12 £2,703.36 £944.76 26%
Sources: Dorney from South Bucks District Council
Eton Wick from Eton in RBWM Borough Council

Dorney v Eton Wick Council Tax 2019/20
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RBWM Yellow Advantage Card (Resident) 
These are for Royal Borough council tax payers free of charge. 
Children can get an Advantage Card as soon as they start being charged for leisure 
centre activities (e.g. from three months old with baby swimming classes). 
Benefits include: 

 Free access to Windsor Castle 
 Discounted Car Parking 
 LEGOLAND 50% discount on Day Tickets 
 Discounts on numerous commercial products and services 

South Bucks – RBWM Blue Advantage Card (Non-Resident) 
These are for non-residents and available for an annual fee. 
Blue non-resident cards do not cover free entry into Windsor Castle or car-
parking discounts. They can only be issued at Leisure Centres. 

 Adult: £32.00 
 Family (2 adults, 3 children): £46.25 
 Junior: £9.25 
 Over 60 / disabled: £8.00 

Crime and Policing 
Thames Valley Police is the police force for Dorney Parish in both Councils, so no 
change there. 

Proximity to Council Offices 
The driving distances from Dorney to Windsor & Maidenhead Council offices are 
considerably less than to Aylesbury Council offices: 
RBWM Offices: Maidenhead    – 4 miles, 10 minutes 
RBWM Offices: Windsor    – 5 miles, 15 minutes 
Bucks County Council Offices: Aylesbury  – 30 miles, 60 minutes 

Postal Addresses 
All the properties in Dorney have postal addresses that end either with Windsor, 
Berkshire or Maidenhead, Berkshire. With a move to RBWM these would become more 
accurate. 

Finances: RBWM v Bucks 
It is, unfortunately, difficult to find “apples to apples” comparisons of the financial 
strengths of the two councils. The Bucks CC move to a Unitary Authority will change 
certain current costs. 

The financial effect of Dorney leaving Bucks and joining RBWM  
The approximate income from Council Tax that Bucks CC/SBDC will receive from 
Dorney residents in 2019/20 will be approx. £700,000 (exc. Police, Fire, Parish etc). 
The approximate additional income from Council Tax that RBWM would receive from 
Dorney residents, with a lower Council Tax, would be around £500,000 (exc. Police, 
Fire, Parish etc). 

Possible benefits that Dorney could seek from RBWM 
Effectively, RBWM would receive an additional “windfall” income of £500,000 p.a. in 
perpetuity. The incremental costs of absorbing Dorney would be relatively small, in 
comparison. Consequently, it could be sensible for Dorney to seek some benefits if 
this transfer took place.  

Bill Dax 
Dorney History Group 

17



Day Date Activity Venue Time

APR
Mon 1

Tue 2 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Wed 3 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 4 Dorney Youth Club        

(during term time)                                            

For Children of the Parish.                  

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 5

Sat 6 Private Duathlon & Run      

(Car Park closed)

Dorney Lake

Sun 7 Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 8

Tue 9 Dorney Parish Council 

Meeting

Dorney Village Hall 8 p.m.

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Wed 10 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 11

Fri 12 Dorney Horticultural Society 

Spring Buffet

Dorney Village Hall 7.30 pm

Sat 13

Sun 14 Rollerski Dorney Lake

Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 15

Tue 16 Something New Dorney Village Hall 10.30 to 12.30

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Wed 17 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Annual Parish Meeting Dorney Village Hall 7.30 pm

Thu 18

Fri 19

Sat 20

Dorney Diary
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Day Date Activity Venue Time

Sun 21 Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 22

Tue 23 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Wed 24 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 25 Dorney Youth Club        

(during term time)                                            

For Children of the Parish.                  

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 26 Private Rowing Event        

(Car Park open)

Dorney Lake

Sat 27 Private Rowing Event        

(Car Park open)

Dorney Lake

Sun 28 Private Regatta                 

(Car Park Pay on Entry)

Dorney Lake

Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 29

Tue 30 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Contacts

Dorney Badminton Club Teresa McGuinness 07776364046

Dorney Youth Club Leanne Kittel 07919 484855

Something New Elaine Gyles 01753 841592

emgyles@gmail.com

Yoga Classes Bridget Taylor 07880 541111

bridget.taylor61@gmail.com

The Charteris Club Julie Chappell 07598 565091

Dorney Diary
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The Roundmoor Ditch Improvement Project comes to an end 
 

The volunteer river improvement events have now come to an end. At the end of 
February, you would have seen the volunteers finishing the improvement works in the 
Roundmoor Ditch.  
 

A total of 32 improvement events have taken place bi-weekly on the Roundmoor 
Ditch since July 2018. 
 

 
 

Local volunteers at a river improvement event on Roundmoor Ditch. 
 

Very many thanks to all of the volunteers who have each given over 90 hours of their 
time enhancing 750 metres of the watercourse.  
 

A total of five permeable berms, 11 deflectors, and over 120 metres of river bank 
improvements have been installed.  
 

This work will benefit areas of the river bank that have been damaged and eroded, 
and improve flow diversity and habitat for wildlife. 
 

Finally, if you are a local resident with an interest in the local waterways and 
environment surrounding Dorney and Eton Wick please join the Eton Wick Waterways 
Group (EWWG).  
 

For further information please contact info@etonwickwaterwaysgroup.org 
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EASTER DAY  
21ST APRIL 

Sunrise Service 
St Mary Magdalene, Boveney 

5:30 a.m. 
Come and light the Easter fire and 

celebrate Christ risen 
Followed by cooked breakfast 
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M4 Upgrade to a Smart Motorway Junctions 3-12 

Update 

Maybe April will be a quiet month for the Smart Motorway.  

My contact at Balfour Beatty tells me that next month will see ‘no real changes’. The 
compound constructed at Oak Stubbs Lane has nearly been completed. Elsewhere in 
this issue, we hear news of our friends, the badgers. It seems that in our sector, the 
teams are working ‘around the badgers’. 

Work is starting round about now on the sector west of Junction 3. As attention 
temporarily switches eastwards, the communication from Highways England has been 
more concerned with ‘engagement’.  

Having tried out their new ‘engagement website’ hosted by Commonplace, it seems 
that the conventions of social media are being applied to communications, including 
complaints, with Highways England. Think back to those awful nights in November 
when foundations rocked in Dorney Reach. The only factor that was lacking was 
access to a suitable emoji to convey your wrath and exasperation. 

Go to https://m4j3to12smartmotorway.commonplace.is/ 

We are all invited to give our views on the delivery of the project. You can use 
location markers to pinpoint exactly where you are and the location you are inquiring 
about, or indeed, complaining about. 

This should be better focused than general letters of complaint. Your views can be 
seen and commented on, if you require, just like social media. ‘What are you 
commenting on’ is asked with boxes to highlight – ‘vegetation clearing’ or ‘noise’ for 
instance. ‘How does this make you feel?’ brings in those varieties of sad faces to 
happy faces. ‘Why do you feel this way’ led one complainant to choose ‘tired, lack of 
sleep’. 

Oh, what fun we are going to have with this, especially in the small hours. I suppose 
we must praise any initiative that makes communication with this rather faceless 
project easier, but will we have true interaction? Will there be meaningful response? 

P.B. 
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Visiting Dorney Lake 
Dorney Lake is a privately owned site, and access to members of the public is welcome unless we are 

hosting a sporting or private event. During certain events, the site is closed to avoid potential conflict between 
pedestrians and dogs, with runners, triathlon cycling or rowing crew. 

Please check the events calendar below for forthcoming events, as public access may be restricted or not 
permitted on certain event days. Please call us on 01753 832756 for the most up to date information. 

March 2019 

Saturday 2nd - Rollerski – car park & footpaths open 

Sunday 10th -  Private regatta – car park & footpaths open 

Sunday 10th -  Private Run – car park and footpaths open 

Saturday 16th – Private Run – car park and footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

Sunday 17th - Private Duathlon & Run - car park and footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

Monday 18th - Private Regatta – car park and access by foot only/ or spectators can pay (£8 per car) 

Sunday 24th - Rollerski - car park & footpaths open 

Sunday 31st - Private Marathon – car park and footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

 

April 2019 

Saturday 6th – Private Duathlon & Run - car park and footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

Sunday 14th - Rollerski - car park & footpaths open 

Friday 26th to Saturday 27th – Private Rowing event – car park & footpaths open 

Sunday 28th – Private Regatta – car park and access by foot only/ or spectators can pay on entry 

*Also, please can we ask that the paths nearest to the lake are kept free, as this is the coaching path for rowing 
coaches to cycle alongside their rowers to give training instructions. 
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APRIL 1939 
 

Old newspapers provide a window into the past, a contemporary account of what life 
was like. This month, I’m taking a look back at what was in the news in and around 
Dorney eighty years ago. 
 

In the spring of 1939, wealthy households kept alive the upstairs, downstairs era. When 
Lord Desborough’s long-serving chauffeur died, his funeral was attended by Lord and 
Lady Desborough and their titled daughters and by his fellow servants from Taplow 
Court. Colonel Hanbury at Hitcham House was looking for a “smart lad” of 14 or 15 for 
indoor work; he would be part of a staff of eight, and would spend two and a half 
months of the year with the household in Scotland. Later that year, the school leaving 
age was due to be raised to 15. Many of the “situations vacant” were seeking a cook-
general for a small family that already kept a house-parlourmaid. In Dorney, Pigeon 
House Farm advertised for a youth able to milk and work on the farm in his spare time. 
 

Other employers were worried about losing staff to a possible future conflict, as 
conscription was being debated. The local newspapers reflected national concern over 
Hitler’s intentions, and reported the Prime Minister’s statement that Britain would 
support Poland if their independence was threatened. On 6 April, Great Britain and 
Poland signed a military pact, and the following day Italy invaded Albania. Adverts in 
the papers sought volunteers for what was described as National Service: special 
constables, ATS, Territorial Army, and RAF volunteer reserve. “Civil Defence is the 
business of the citizen. It’s up to you. Enrol now.” 
 

Instructions to prepare for war had filtered down to local level, and action was 
underway. Exercises were held to test Air Raid Precautions; Reading brewery 
successfully practised getting all their staff out of the buildings and into dug-out shelters 
when the siren went off. Local councils were recruiting auxiliary firemen, setting up and 
equipping first aid posts, and calculating the number of beds available for potential 
evacuees. Private residents could buy air raid shelters for installation in their gardens 
from Timothy Whites in Maidenhead, Windsor or Slough. Gas masks had been issued,  
and respirators for small children were expected shortly. 
 

Despite the shadow of war, there was plenty to enjoy in April 1939. Some warm sunny 
weather, including over the Easter weekend, may have encouraged some to take 
advantage of the cheap trips advertised on the (original) Great Western Railway - 
Weston-Super-Mare on Good Friday for 5/9 (i.e. 29p), Bournemouth for 4/9 (24p) on 
Easter Sunday. A walking group from London planned a ramble to Windsor and Dorney. 
The reviewer of a new guide to open-air spaces in London and the Green Belt observed 
that “in this county [Bucks] we have valuable bits of the Green Belt which take pride of 
place amongst the many beautiful and interesting spots to be found in and around 
London”, drawing attention to Windsor and Burnham Beeches. 
 

The fine weather over Easter attracted the first boats of the season out onto the 
Thames, but a full and fast-flowing river made it too dangerous for many. Thames 
Conservancy watermen were positioned to warn boaters away from the flood waters 
gushing through the weirs.  
 

Evening entertainment was well catered for. The Rialto Theatre in Maidenhead offered 
two films on Sunday evening, and variety entertainment (including Ivor Novello) two 
weeks later in aid of Maidenhead Hospital. The Theatre Royal in Windsor ran a play by 
Sir James Barrie for five nights, and held a Sunday concert by the Windsor Theatre 
Symphony Orchestra. At Maidenhead Bridge, Skindles hosted dinner dances on Easter 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday, price 8/6 (43p). 
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The success or otherwise of local sports teams was well covered in the papers. Reading 
had failed to win promotion from the Third Division (equivalent to League One today), 
and attendances were disappointingly low – some things don’t change! 

Spring fashions for ladies attracted good coverage. Two piece outfits seemed very 
popular, and each outfit needed an appropriate hat and gloves. The women’s page 
emphasised the importance, for all girls and women, of a good foundation garment – 
in other words, a corset. An advert for “foot comfort week” asserted that well-fitting 
shoes could make a woman’s face more beautiful. 

Then as now, there was interest in the Royal Family, and it was reported that Princess 
Elizabeth (now our Queen) had chosen to spend the morning of her 13th birthday horse 
riding in Windsor Great Park with her father and sister after opening her presents. On 
St George’s Day, boy scouts from all over the country took part in a rally at Windsor 
starting with a march past the King and Queen and the two princesses.  

Motor cars were now commonplace, and Easter Monday saw high levels of road traffic 
through Maidenhead, especially from London. Traffic remained heavy right through the 
night, entailing continued use of a daytime one-way system via York Road. Aeroplanes 
were perhaps still sufficiently novel to cause some alarm. A pilot from Heston Airport 
(now partly under Heston motorway services) appeared at Burnham Police Court 
charged with low and dangerous flying over the Bath Road in Taplow. A passing motorist 
and a policeman both thought the plane was too low and was about to crash. The pilot 
asserted that he was flying at 600 to 900 feet, and was taking aerial photos of Mead’s 
Garage. The case was dismissed. 

So those are some of the things Dorney residents might have read about eighty years 
ago. Traffic through Maidenhead had already resulted in plans for a relief road, now the 
M4 where we are enduring a further enlargement. Aircraft flying over our area are still 
causing controversy, as RBWM seeks to challenge Heathrow’s expansion. At least we 
can still take pleasure in our lovely countryside and the river, even if they’re not quite 
as tranquil as they were then. And what, I wonder, would our forebears, facing the 
prospect of war breaking out again in Europe, have thought about our subsequent 
experiment with closer ties to our European neighbours, now about to reach its end? 

Virginia Silvester  
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Dorney Village Hall 
www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 

Dorney Village Hall has a large main area with stage, a smaller annexed room, 
kitchen and store rooms. 

It is served by a large private car park and adjacent there is a tennis court, a 
playground and a playing field. 

It is used by residents for a multitude of activities such as dancing classes, keep fit, 
children’s nursery, badminton, horticultural and hired out for parties, dances and 

weddings. 

The management committee welcomes non-residents, organisations, clubs, 
businesses, and societies to hire the halls. 

Main hall: 15 x 7.4m, ceiling height 7m 
Fixed stage with curtains: 4.5 x 6m  

Annexe: 9.8 x 3.5m, ceiling height 2m 

Licensed to seat 100 people 
Children’s tables and chairs available 
Beechwood suspended dance floor 

75 space free car park 

From £12 per hour (minimum of 3 hours) for Dorney Parish Residents 

Bookings:  
01628 200900 

Email: enquiries@dorneyvillagehall.com 

Online on www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 
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Dorney History Group 

The Dorney History Group has no meetings, currently, but it has a wealth of 
information about Dorney’s past on its website: www.dorney-history-group.org.uk, 
with over 6,000 web visitors each year. 

Eton Wick History Group 

The Eton Wick History Group has been meeting regularly since 1992. Eton Wick and 
the surrounding area is rich in history and the village has a heritage dating back to 
1217. 

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm in Eton Wick Hall, Eton Wick, and everyone is welcome. 
Refreshments are served, and there is a charge of £2.00 to cover costs. 

Visitors and new members are always very welcome. 

2019 Programme 
10th April 2019 ‘An Eton Wick History Miscellany’, with Mr Elias 

Kupfermann 
22nd May 2019 ‘The Rise and Fall of Skindles’, with Mr Nigel Smales 
10th July 2019 ‘Failed to Return: Amy Johnson and Leslie Howard’, with Mr 

Tony Easton 
11th September 2019 ‘Flora and Fauna of the Jubilee River’, with Mr Bill Stacey 
30th October 2019 ‘1919 and the Peace Conference’, with Mr Martin Davey 
11th December 2019 ‘The Early Days of Fire Fighting in Bray, Eton and Eton 

Wick’, with Mr Geoff Hayes 

Further details from: Teresa Stanton teresams35@virginmedia.com 

Hedgerley Historical Society 

Monthly Meetings of Hedgerley Historical Society take place at Hedgerley Memorial 
Hall, Kiln Lane, Hedgerley SL2 3UZ at 8pm (unless otherwise stated) and visitors are 
most welcome. 

2019 Programme 
6th April 2019 Beatrix Potter: Artist, Scientist & Conservationist. Anney 

Harris will describe the amazing life of Beatrix Potter 
author of The Tale of Peter Rabbit and other children’s 
stories. Tickets £5 

17th April 2019 The real world of Jane Austen. Sarah Stockdale will lead 
us on a ramble around the social world of early 19th 
Century England 

Further details from:  John Lovelock 01753 647187 jdlovelock@btinternet.com 
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‘Something New’ 
'Something New' refers to the group who meet for coffee, biscuits, an activity and a natter in 

the Village Hall at 10.30am on the third Tuesday of each month.  Please come and join in if 

you are available at that time. 

The March meeting was very successful as a number of local residents tried their hand at card 
making for Easter and other occasions. This session was ably led by Thea Pine. 

16th April.  Peter Tyler will give a talk called ‘Where There Is No Supermarket’ based on 

his long experience over many years working abroad. 
Some interesting talks are lined up for later in 2019. In July it is planned that David Stacey 

will talk about the work of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

Request received from local historian about old Dorney buses: 

I am a local transport historian of many years, and my future volume includes the Blue Bus 

and the Marguerite bus, both of which served Dorney and Eton Wick from the 1920's 

onwards. 
I would appreciate hearing from anyone who has photos of their vehicles, proprietors or 

drivers, and any photos loaned would be promptly returned after scanning.  

My address is 17 Sparrow Close, Woosehill, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG41 3HT or email is 
paul.lacey17@btinternet.com 

Thank You 

Paul 

Message from Jill Palmer: 

There is a family wedding in the grounds of Dorney Court on Saturday 25th May 2019, and 

this is just to let those living nearby know that there could be some music disturbance which 
we will do our best to keep to the minimum! It is my youngest son - the last thankfully to get 

married! 

28

mailto:paul.lacey17@btinternet.com
mailto:paul.lacey17@btinternet.com


 

 

 

The Charteris Club 
Eton Wick Village Hall 

 

Tuesday & Wednesday 12.00 – 14.00 
 

If you are 60+, live in Eton, Eton Wick & Dorney and are interested in joining The Charteris Club for an 
enjoyable lunch and friendly company, please get in touch. 

For details on how to register please call Julie & Jackie on: 07598 565091 

 

We are keen to add to our membership and, in particular, from the Dorney Parish. 
The Annual Membership is £10.00, and the hot lunches are brought down from Bekynton (Eton College) 

each Tuesday and Wednesday for a small price of £4.00 per person. 
In cases where the member has mobility concerns, I can arrange for a car to collect and return home. 

 

Julie Chappell, Manager 
07598 565091 
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SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK  
AND EASTER 

WWEDNESDAY 17TH APRIL 
Shared Supper and Communion  

St John the Baptist, Eton Wick @ 6.30pm 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 18TH APRIL 
Footwashing and Tenebrae Service 

St James the Less, Dorney @ 7:00pm 

GOOD FRIDAY 19TH APRIL 
Walk of Hope 

Meet at St John the Evangelist, Eton @ 9.30am 
Walk with us to St John the Baptist, Eton Wick and/or join us 
for a service and hot cross buns @ 10.30am 
Continue our walk to St James the Less, Dorney arriving @ 
12.30 for final reading and prayer 

EASTER DAY 21ST APRIL 
Sunrise Service  with breakfast  

St Mary Magdalene, Boveney @ 5.30am !! 
Holy Communion   

St James the Less, Dorney @ 9.30am  
Family Praise 

St John the Baptist, Eton Wick @ 9.30am 
Family Holy Communion  

St John the Baptist, Eton Wick @ 11.00am



Minutes of the Meeting of Dorney Parish Council  

Held at the Dorney Village Hall on Tuesday 12th March 2019 at 8 pm 

Present: - Councillors K. Harris (chaired the meeting), A. Purdie, A. Foxley, R. 

Ormond, P. Smith and J. Dax. 

In Attendance: - Matt Orchard (Balfour Beatty), and Sue Moffat (Clerk). 

173. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

M4 Smartmotorway Works:- Matt Orchard informed the Council that at the last

meeting of the Stakeholders’ Traffic Group on  26th February he raised the concerns

from Dorney PC about the dangerous junction outside Eton Dorney Rowing Lake
during busy times and about the suggestion of having a roundabout at the junction

of Village Rd and Court Lane (similar to the one  during 2012  Olympics) to improve

traffic flow. Ryan Curtis from Bucks CC was at this meeting for the first time and it

was agreed to invite him to the next Dorney PC meeting. Vegetation clearance
continues and also drilling work under Marsh Lane bridge. Any trees removed will be

replanted with oaks, limes and hornbeams. The noise barrier will be increased to 3m.

Badgers are still present and with the need to work around them there may have to

be some night work.
The soil will be heaped up to form grass bunds in Trumper’s Field as part of the flood

alleviation works in order to avoid heavy vehicles removing the soil and so that the

bund acts as a screen. The next nearest public exhibition will be at Datchet on 13th

March.

Cllr Purdie thanked Matt for giving him the contact for Openreach. The contact
informed Cllr Purdie that there are no cables running under Marsh Lane bridge so the

construction works will have no impact on broadband services. Matt will check this

out.

Cllr Harris asked what is happening to Orchard Herbs Farm regarding the plans for
Lake End Bridge. Matt responded that negotiations are in hand between the

Landowner and Highways England for compulsory purchase of the land. This is a very

complicated business as there are multiple tenants and there is a need to resolve

who will clear the land.
Bucks CC – No report.

SBDC Report – Cllr Pepler sent a written report that there were no further updates

regarding Orchard Herbs Farm.

TVPA- A question was raised about the number of commercial vehicles parking on
the grass verge by the Pineapple PH. The Clerk will report this to TVPA.

174. Apologies were received from Cllr G Easton, Bucks CC Cllr Dev Dhillon., SBDC

Cllr D Pepler, Jim Stacy (Highways England),

175. Disclosure of interest in items on the agenda – None.

176. Resolved to receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting Council
held on the 12th February 2019.

177. Clerk’s Report – None.

178. Chairman’s Report – Already covered in the Minutes.

179. Notice of Casual Vacancy – After the Notice of Casual Vacancy there has
been one applicant, Jill Dax. Resolved to accept Jill Dax as a councillor for

Dorney Parish Council and Cllr Harris welcomed her on to the Council.

180. Resolved to agree the agenda for the Annual General Meeting of the

Electorate on 17th April 2019 in a similar format to the one from last year except
to remove the Best Kept Village Competition and replace with the Annual Village

Clean Up. The Clerk will ask the appropriate speakers to attend.

181. Defibrillator Update – No further updates.
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182. Update on the parking situation in Court Lane outside the entrance to the

Rowing Lake. No further updates but Cllr Harris will draw up the plan for the
location of double yellow lines in readiness for the feasibility study to be carried

out by Bucks CC. Also, he will ask the Manager of Eton Rowing Lake if texts are

being sent to local residents with the free parking permits to give advanced

warning when the car park is closed.
183. Update on M4Smartmotorway works – As discussed during the public

participation.

184. Rights of Way To respond to the ‘Bucks Rights of Way Improvement Plan’ -

Draft response approved.

185. Planning

(a) To note planning issues, decisions and appeals recently notified by South
Bucks District Council were noted.

(b) To consider and comment upon applications which were agreed.

186. Finance

a) Resolved to authorise payment of Accounts for March 2019 (as circulated).
b) Resolved to receive list of income for March 2019 (as circulated).

c) The bank statement for March 2019 - Noted.

d) Resolved to receive the budget for 2018/19. Noted.

187. Member’s Reports – None
188. Correspondence:- (i) M4 Junction 3 to 12 Upgrade to Smart Motorway - March

2019 bulletin (ii) Buckinghamshire Brexit Summit - 6 March 2019 ; (iii) Bucks CC

Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) ‘Call for Sites'

February 2019 RBWM.); (iv) Parish Liaison meeting 27th March; (v) Bucks CC -

Changes to household recycling centres; (vi) TVPA – Hidden Harm Campaign.
189. Resolve any complaints/comments received from residents – (i)

Complaint received about the overgrown hedge opposite Richmond Path. This will

be reported to the Landowner; (ii) Both cattle grids, each end of Boveney Common,

need repairing. The Clerk will suggest to Bucks CC that the carriageway by the side
of the ‘Windsor end’ cattle grid should be opened for traffic to avoid closing the road

again; (iii) Huntercombe Lane South – Very bad potholes, broken drain cover and

overgrown vegetation makes it difficult for drivers to use this road. The Clerk will

contact Burnham Parish Council to find out if repair work is imminent.
190. Highways work – No further updates.

Date of next meeting – Council meeting at 8pm on 9th April, 2019 at the 

Dorney Village Hall and the AGM at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 17th April at 

Dorney Village Hall. 
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Dorney Parish News 
Published monthly (except January and August) 

Editors:  
Peter Bowman, Tumbleweeds, 12, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 

ODU  
peter.bowman@talktalk.net  Tel: 01628 623228  Mobile: 07889 912714 

Jean Spencer, Dorincourt, 45, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 ODT 
Tel: 01628 624213 

Editorial Board:  
The Editors, Jan Bowman 

Production:  
Bill Dax Tel: 07802 365448 

____________________________________________________ 

Distributors: 
Mr Cobb, Mrs Cox, Mrs Leishman, Mrs McCabe, 

Mr McGuinness, Mrs Oxlade, Mr Penfold, Mrs Richmond, Mr Schwartz 
Miss Snook, Mrs Tuddenham, Mrs Tyler, Mrs Wood-Dow 

RATE OF SUBSCRIPTION: £5 per annum for 10 issues 

The Editors are not responsible for the opinions of correspondents 
expressed in letters or articles published in this magazine. 

Advertising in Dorney Parish News 
Dorney Parish News is an A5 newsletter that is circulated monthly (except July and 
December) to residents and businesses in Dorney Village, Dorney Reach, Boveney 
and Lake End. 

Our current print run is 250. Estimated readership is around 400 people. There are 
approximately 300 residential properties in Dorney Parish. 

Rate Card: 

Contact:  Peter Bowman, Editor 
peter.bowman@talktalk.net 
01628 623228 

Advertising Rates Height mm Width mm 10 issues 1 issue
Full Page 190 130 £90 £12
Half Page 90 130 £50 £7
Third of a page (Horizontal) 60 130 £45 £6
Quarter Page (Horizontal) 45 130 £40 £5
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