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Phone: 01628 639 366    Mobile: 07803 179962 
Email: mark@mashephard.builders  

 

M. A. Shephard Builders Ltd. are proud of our heritage and our 

workmanship. We have been trading for over 30 years and, in that time, 

we have developed a professional relationship with suppliers, building 

surveyors and other professionals. 

 

We specialise in high quality workmanship in the fields of heritage work. 

using all the traditional methods and working with traditional materials. 

We usually carry out the full project from start to finish, taking all the 

pressure off you. If you want to project manage alongside us you are 

more than welcome. We also carry out all the following: 

 

• All types of Refurbishments 

• New house builds 

• Commercial to Domestic conversions 

• Barn conversions 

• All types of listed work 

• General building works 

• Decorating works 
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ISSUE NO. 5/19         JUNE 2019 

EDITORIAL 

There seems to be a reflective mood in the air right now. For some of us this might be 
brought on by Easter. For some of us it might be Ramadan. It might just be the 
elections and political turmoil through which we are going. 
 

Many residents of Dorney will be reflecting on the passing of the late Graham Easton. 
A fine tribute appears on page 22. Our community has benefited so much from his 
voluntary service on the Parish Council and for the Village Hall. 
 

The Revd. La Stacey reflects on the pictures she saw recently on lampposts in 
Normandy of Canadian soldiers killed in the D-day landing 75 years ago this year. Do 
we, La wonders, have ‘local heroes who have worked for peace and the good of the 
community’ and would their images be displayed on our lampposts? Well, Dorney 
Parish News is our community paper, and would like to hear of any of your 
nominations for such recognition. 
 

June 21-23 is the weekend of the ‘Great Get Together’ when nearly 6,000 events will 
take place across this country inspired by the memory of the late Jo Cox who said in 
parliament ‘we are far more united and have far more in common than that which 
divides us’. I’m delighted that Dorney Parish News carries an announcement that 
Dorney’s Annual Tidy-up on June 23 is part of this initiative. 
 

I’ve started to attend meetings of the Parish Council, which is a course of action I 
would urge other residents to follow. It’s your right, and you will be made welcome. 
We’ve reached a stage in this village when the issues we face are very complex and 
disquieting. To me this recalls anxious times before like the run up to the 2012 
Olympics and the bitter controversy in the 1990s over Eton College’s plans to develop 
the Rowing Lake. Minutes of meetings are a vital and necessary record, but I think 
many thought that Dorney Parish News’ publication of the full minutes of parish council 
meetings with equal weight given to the most pressing issues and those more trivial 
was actually standing in the way of communication. From this issue we will aim at a 
more straightforward account of proceedings under the banner of the ‘Parish Pump’, 
thus reviving a feature which flourished in Dorney Parish News some years ago. 
 

As some wise villager pointed out, debating whether Dorney residents would now be 
better off under the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead rather than the 
recently unified Buckinghamshire makes for an enjoyable debate over a pint in The 
Palmer Arms, but should our councillors divert time and energy to establishing such a 
move’s feasibility?…just how much genuine interest was represented by points raised 
at the recent Annual Parish Meeting? I’ll be honest – I think the interest among our 
residents is meaningful. 
 

Well, there was debate at the May council meeting. The PC would like to gauge the 
degree of that interest. I heard it said that fifty residents expressing support could be a 
possible tipping point. If you think this issue should quite literally remain ‘on the 
agenda’ you could let the Clerk to the Council know. Of course, Dorney Parish News 
very much wants to hear (and will publish) views on this and other issues covered in 
the ‘Parish Pump’. 
 
Peter Bowman 
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Unlocking Local Democracy 
 

If there is a growing interest in Dorney somehow at some future date transferring from Bucks 
to the Royal Borough, there might be several motives behind that. It might be a southwards 
geographical affinity rather than northwards, it might be owning an advantage card, or a hope 
of lower council taxes. But it might be resentment that Bucks has successfully lobbied for a 
single unitary council which further centralises power away from the south of the county. 
 

As Martin Tett, the Leader of Bucks CC has said that the new council will ‘unlock local 
democracy’ it seems only right to consider what we know about Mr Tett’s plans for our futures. 
For more information on this see Dev Dhillon’s report in the minutes of the Annual Parish 
Meeting. 
 

Bucks did not take part in the recent local elections. The first elections for the renamed ‘Bucks 
Council’ will be in May 2020. It’s strange given the plan was based on cost savings that the 
Government has decreed a council of 147 members. Bucks CC favoured 98. In the 12 
months before the election all existing county and district councillors (Martin Tett estimates 
this at 204 members) will form a ‘Shadow Authority’ which will be overseen by a ‘Shadow 
Executive’. This will have 8 county councillors and 8 councillors from South Bucks District 
Council. Bucks has nominated a further 8 deputy nominees, including our own Dev Dhillon. 
Bucks is keen on ‘twin hatters’ – 11 of the nominated 16 are both county and district 
councillors.  
 

Beyond this, plans seem vague. But to give him his due, Mr Tett has been prolific on the 
Bucks CC website. He counters the notion of a remote unitary council – ‘the new council 
would provide services at a very local level for residents, through improving local access to 
services via a network of community hubs in locations across the county’. Real decision-
making power will be in the hands of local councillors. There will be increased ‘opportunities 
for devolution of services to town and parish councils who want it.’ I’ve no idea whether our 
parish council will ‘want it’, and I imagine without more information, neither do they.  
 

There will be, apparently, five local area planning committees improving local decision 
making, and local community boards where councillors are given more decision-making 
powers on local issues reflecting their local communities and enhancing the devolution offer 
with town and parish councils tailored to the ambitions and capacity of each council. There 
will be up to 19 ‘local community hubs’ co-located with other public services. 
 

There is likely to be concern that a new ‘super council’ won’t be local. The answer, it seems, 
will be ‘a new offer to town and parish councils’ enabling them to ‘take on responsibility for 
services and assets currently run by county and district councils and deliver these locally with 
packages tailored according to local ambitions and priorities.’ 
It could be interesting to watch the fine words eventually bear fruit…or not. 
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Services in the Local Churches 
 

 

St James the Less, Dorney 
St. John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

St. John the Evangelist, Eton 

 
Vicar: Revd. La Stacey, The Vicarage,  

69a Eton Wick Road, Eton Wick, Windsor,  

SL4 6NE  

Tel: 01753 852268 email: 
revlastacey@gmail.com 

 

For information about our churches, activities and 

church history please see our parishes’ web site: 

www.stjohnstjamesed.org.uk 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Methodist Church, Eton Wick Alma Road, Eton Wick, SL4 6JZ 

Minister: Rev Margaret Dudley, 01753 867117 

Sunday  6.30pm Evening Service 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Burnham 

Parish Priest: Fr. Andy Richardson, 01628 605764 

Saturday  6pm  Vigil Mass 

Sunday  9.45am  Mass 
 

Revd. La Stacey writes: 

We drove a little way along the Normandy Coast on 

our way back from holiday recently. As we went 
through the town of Courseulles-sur-Mer we 

noticed that there were photographs on all the 

lampposts of the Canadians who had lost their life 

in the D-day landing at that particular beach. I 
imagine they had been put up as part of the 75th 

year commemorations. I found it distressing to see 

those faces and remember the level of destruction 

of those days. Part of the purpose of 

commemoration is to remind us never to let it 
happen again. I think I noticed one photograph of a German soldier as well. I wonder 

if there were others. People of many nationalities lost their lives in that dreadful 

conflict. My prayer is that, whatever model of governance and cooperation is found 

for us within Europe, peaceful relations will continue to be a prime focus.  
June 6th was D-day, and June 9th this year is when we remember Pentecost and the 

surprise outpouring of the language of love and joy given by the peace-bringing Spirit 

on people of many nations. It’s a language we could imitate in our daily interactions, 

as we post on social-media and as we interact with people from different backgrounds 
and cultures day-to-day. I wonder what photographs of people you would put on 
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lampposts in our village. Have you got local heroes who have worked for peace and 

the good of the community? Perhaps we should have an annual local heroes’ day and 
celebrate all those who give and have given so much. What do you reckon? 
 

Church Services in June 2019 
 

Sunday 2nd June 
  9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP)    St James the Less, Dorney 

11.00 am Any Age service      St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

  4.30 pm Family Praise (half hour with meal)  St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 

Wednesday 5th June 

10.00 am Holy Communion (said BCP)   St John the Evangelist, Eton 
 

Sunday 9th June (Pentecost) 

  9.30 am Holy Communion     St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00 am Holy Communion (children’s group)  St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

  4.30 pm Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 

Sunday 16th June (Trinity Sunday) 

  9.30 am Holy Communion     St James the Less, Dorney 

11.00 am Holy Communion (children’s group)  St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

  4.30 pm Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 

Wednesday 19th June 

10.00 am Holy Communion (said BCP)   St John the Evangelist, Eton 
 

Sunday 23rd June 

  9.30am Morning Worship     St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Holy Communion (children’s group)  St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

  4.30 pm Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
  

Sunday 30th June 

  9.30 am Holy Communion     St James the Less, Dorney 

11.00 am Family Communion    St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

  4.30 pm Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 

Gateway meets each Thursday morning for coffee. Why not pop in for a chat 

between 10am-12pm at Eton Wick Church. 
 

 

Family Praise Service from 9.30am - 10.00 am each Sunday 

at Eton Wick Church. This service is especially intended for 
families with children aged 0 - 11. All are welcome. 

 

 

Big Fish: Meets on term time Sundays during the service at Eton 
Wick (apart from when Our Space is on!). This is for children from 

three years old upwards to learn more about what it means to 

follow Jesus. 
 

All Age Service; 

On the first Sunday of the month at Eton Wick, the all Age Service is an interactive, 

fun service for all ages. 
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The DNA of Dorney 

 
Every village has its own unique character that is expressed in its architecture, the 
arrangement of streets and open places together with its personality and residents, 
over many years. It is not inappropriate to propose the metaphor that every village, 
town or city, like every living thing, has a genetic code, or a DNA structure. 

 
The DNA of a place reveals a place’s identity and purpose – the attributes that 
define it, the things that make it tick (or not) and the way it operates from the inside. 
Dorney’s DNA consists of a remarkable set of variables: history and geography, the 
landowners and the people over the years, thoughts, traditions, an ambiance, an 
aesthetic and visual quality, and more. A place’s core identity is at the centre of all 
the experiences and stories it generates. 

 
Dorney is a collection of four communities – Dorney Village, Dorney Reach, Boveney 
and Lake End – all which have changed significantly over the past 500 years or so. 

 
Dorney is a rural oasis between Maidenhead, Windsor and Slough. Since the 1930s 
it has been protected from untoward development by a plan drawn up by some wise 
heads – the Provost and Fellows of Eton College and Sir Charles Palmer. Together 
they saw the threat to both Eton and Dorney when Slough was being changed, after 
World War One, from a small market town to a much larger town driven initially by 
“the Dump” (the area now known as the Slough Trading Estate) when farmland was 
commandeered in 1918 to be the resting place of all of the motorised equipment 
returning from the war. It then became the Slough Trading Estate after clearing 
away the tens of thousands of rusting vehicles. 

 
The Provost and Fellows of Eton College, with Sir Charles Palmer, in the late 
1920s and early 1930s recognised the possible dangers of Slough’s expansion on 
the rural communities of Eton, Eton Wick and Dorney. 

 
Together, they reached an agreement whereby Eton College would acquire a 
considerable amount of land north of Eton towards Slough Centre and west along 
the Thames, around Dorney and Eton Wick, virtually into Maidenhead. A significant 
amount of the land around Dorney and Eton Wick was owned by the Palmer estate. 
Some of it was sold to Eton College. This was, effectively, the original Green Belt 
protecting Eton, Eton Wick and Dorney. That Green Belt is the reason that Dorney is 
the “rural oasis”. 

 

This “oasis” was disturbed by two elements which were out of the hands of the 

originators of our Green Belt – the development of Heathrow as London’s main 
airport in 1946 and the creation of the M4 in the 1960s. 

 

Both continue to cause some environmental bruises to what has been described as 
“the first village west out of London”. But the protection of the land owned by the 
Palmer family and Eton College must be recognised as the main catalysts for our 
“rural oasis”. The continued excellent management of the Dorney Court estate and 
Dorney & Lake End Commons by the Palmer family together with the Dorney 
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Commoners Management Committee ensures that a large amount of our 
environment is both preserved and carefully managed. Whilst the creation of Dorney 
Lake by Eton College and the Jubilee River by the Environment Agency created 
debate amongst residents during their construction, we have to recognise and 
welcome the beauty and enjoyment provided by both of these recent additions to the 
Dorney DNA. 

 

Dorney is very fortunate to have 43 listed buildings in our small area – beautiful 
properties and building elements that are a very significant part of our DNA. There is 
always pressure on the planners to permit development in an area such as Dorney, 
but credit has to go to South Bucks District Council Planning Department who have 
been very careful in managing planning applications against the strict criteria of the 
Green Belt and the Conservation areas of Dorney and Boveney. 

 

There are, unfortunately, some elements of our DNA that might be disappearing. 
There aren’t many active bee-keepers, as far as I know, in Dorney and one doesn’t 
see many home-grown pineapples in the Dorney Horticultural Society’s Annual 
Show (!) but it is welcoming to still see horses in the fields as well as the free 
ranging cattle on Dorney Common. 

 

Those of us who love the villages we live in are simply custodians for the short time 
that we are here. A custodian is defined as “a person who has responsibility for 
taking care of or protecting something”. If one believes that we are custodians, our 
joint responsibility is therefore, as residents, to take care of and protect our houses 
and our villages. 

 

Looking after Dorney, Dorney Reach, Boveney and Lake End for our children, our 
grandchildren and all future residents is, certainly, a pleasure for my family and I 
hope, for all other residents. 

 

Recognising and respecting the wonderful Dorney DNA that many before us have 
striven for is our history. Our future requires constant vigilance, support for the 
landowners and the commitment of residents and businesses to protect and 
enhance the DNA. The Dorney DNA is fragile. It needs our continuing support. 

 
Jill Dax 
jill@daxfamily.com 
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Find us: Parliament Lane, Burnham, Slough, SL1 8NU 

Call us to find out more: on 01628 667345  

Email: burnham.reception@hartfordcare.co.uk  

Providing Care, Comfort and Companionship  

in Burnham. 

Join us for “Tea for Two” on Tuesdays! 

Bring a friend to enjoy tea, freshly baked cakes, 

our newly decorated dining room and  

beautiful landscaped surroundings.  

We look forward to welcoming you, every      

second Tuesday of the month, at 2:30pm. 
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Climate change? 
 

Ask a person sitting on a bar stool in The Palmer Arms or The Pineapple if he thinks that we 
are experiencing longer summers and warmer weather. Almost certainly he or she will agree 
that it seems to be true and it is due to the extreme effects of climate change as reported in 
the news headlines from many corners of the world. 
 

Could changes in England (as a green and pleasant land) be a stark reality? If so, then within 
the next 50 to 80 years we will be forced to accept that the great British institution - a tidy 
green lawn bordered by sweet annual flowers and trim hedges is no longer practical. 

 

The impact of climate change on gardening is 
inevitable and is likely to have significant effects 
on the average domestic garden (and the many 
historic gardens around the country). This year, a 
shorter winter was followed by an earlier spring, 
with bulb displays and trees coming into leaf 
sooner. Also, the survival of traditionally frost-
tender plants might seem like a bonus to 
producers.  
 

However, at the other extreme, higher 
temperatures represent a major challenge. The 

Royal Horticultural Society claims that while there will be greater opportunities to grow exotic 
fruits and sub-tropical plants such as citrus and cannas, with increased winter rainfall it will be 
difficult for Mediterranean species which dislike water-logged soil. 
 

Warmer temperatures mean that we will face new pest and disease problems in the garden. 
The changing climate is already creating ideal conditions for the spread of insects such as lily 
beetles, rosemary beetles and berberis sawfly. Fungal diseases thrive with the wet conditions 
and Phytophthora has already decimated some of the country's historic yew hedges. 
 

Popular plants that could become rare in the south-east include favourites such as 
delphiniums and lupins. These require fertile, moisture-retaining soil and they dislike the drier 
summers.  
 

Also on the endangered list are traditional spring displays of bulbs which will be challenged by 
wet winters and alpine plants will be harder to grow. Of course, the bonus could be that 
gardeners will be able to grow fruit from warmer climes more easily. 
 

Expect garden centres to be offering a wider range of plants to include more grapevines, 
pomegranates, citrus, figs and palm trees. Also, it is claimed that the expected increase of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, which is integral to the process of photosynthesis, will 
mean that plants can grow faster and stronger. This will help the battle against pests and 
diseases as they will be more robust. 
 

The RHS Advisory Service (who better?) offers the following advice, suggesting what we can 
do. 
* Plan for the future and prepare to make appropriate small changes in your garden 
* Plant trees, shrubs and hedges that are drought-resistant 
* Prepare soil thoroughly by incorporating stable manure (for us obtainable from local sources 
in Dorney, Dorney Reach and Boveney)   
* Set up a water butt or two, to ensure your own natural supply during warmer weather 
* Create a wildlife garden including a small water feature 
* Choose plants carefully, matching the drought-tolerant or damp-loving species to your 
gardening environment. 
 
WAYFARER 

11



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Slough Talking Newspaper is a registered charity (number 285948) established 40 years ago in 

1979. 

It is a weekly audio news service for the blind and visually impaired who find it difficult to read the 

local newspapers (Slough Observer and Slough Express). A selection from these papers is read 

verbatim and recorded onto a USB stick and sent out to listeners who have been given a portable 

player as part of the service. All of this is provided free for listeners and the whole production 

process is carried out by volunteers. 

We also record a quarterly audio magazine with short stories, interesting interviews, readings and 

information. 

As well as Slough Borough, we distribute to the surrounding villages. 

 
Our objective is to make life easier for people who are unable to read printed news, due to 

problems with their sight or other physical difficulties. 

How do we do our work? 

Friday is our main day of operation. There are five editors and five reading groups who take it in 

turns to be on duty. The editor buys the local papers in the morning and decides which articles to 

select for inclusion at the afternoon reading/recording session to produce a 90- minute audio 

version. 

Copying onto USB sticks for our listeners takes place early Friday evening using a simple machine 

that copies seven sticks at a time. Every stick is checked and put into a yellow pouch. These 

pouches then go into mail sacks which are taken to the Royal Mail in Wexham Road. All of this is 

done by volunteers. The Royal Mail delivers them free, courtesy of the Articles for the Blind 

concession. After listening to the recording, the listener arranges for the stick to be posted back to 

us so that we can erase it at a session on a Thursday morning and then re-use it. The service is 

free and easy for the listener. 

Slough Talking Newspaper depends on three crucial elements: 

Listeners - we are always keen to enrol new listeners. If you know of anyone living in the area who 

would like to receive the news service, please let us know. 

Volunteers - we are on the lookout for new people to join our teams in various roles. Can you 

spare some time to join us? 

Donations - Slough Talking Newspaper is funded solely through donations. Even though the 

service is provided by volunteers for free, it costs between £2000 and £2500 a year on average to 

make it available. Can you help? 

e-mail: sloughtn@outlook.com 

Tel: 07787 234272 
Website: www.sloughtn.co.uk 

Note: There are also similar services in Windsor and Maidenhead. 
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Visiting Dorney Lake 
Dorney Lake is a privately owned site, and access to members of the public is welcome unless we 

are hosting a sporting or private event. During certain events, the site is closed to avoid potential conflict 

between pedestrians and dogs, with runners, triathlon cycling or rowing crew. 

Please check the events calendar below for forthcoming events, as public access may be restricted or not 

permitted on certain event days. Please call us on 01753 832756 for the most up to date information. 

 

June 2019 

Saturday 1st & Sunday 2nd - Private Rowing Regatta – car park & access by foot only/or spectators can 

pay on entry 

Saturday 8th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed until 1.30pm 

Thursday 13th – Private Run event – car park & footpaths open 

Saturday 22nd – Private Rowing Regatta - car park & access by foot only/or spectators can pay on entry 

Sunday 23rd – Private Rowing Regatta - car park & footpaths closed all day 

Friday 28th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed all day 

Saturday 29th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed all day 

Sunday 30th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed all day 

 

July 2019 

Saturday 6th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed all day 

Saturday 13th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

 

*Also, please can we ask that the paths nearest to the lake are kept free, as this is the coaching path for 

rowing coaches to cycle alongside their rowers to give training instructions. 
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Crossrail confirms TWO YEAR delay to opening date 
 
It was due to open in December 2018, but Crossrail has now confirmed that they are unlikely 
to open until December 2020, and Bond Street station even later. 
 

 
 
Following a review, and citing the complexity of the remaining work, Crossrail has identified a 
six-month window for delivery of the central section, with a midpoint at the end of 2020. 
However, TfL Rail expects to take over the mainline service between Reading and 
Paddington this December.  
 
Following a detailed audit of the programme, including what went wrong in the past, the new 
team has produced a plan to put the central core of the project back on track. 
 
That gives a launch window of October 2020 to March 2021 for the core tunnels, and they 
expect to be able to narrow down the window as they progress with the fit out.  
 
December 2020 still looks the most comfortable date as that’s when mainline timetables 
change, but Crossrail has been burnt before when committing to dates, so is being more 
careful this time. 
 
It is expected that all stations on the route will open except for Bond Street Station, which is 
heavily delayed because of design and delivery challenges. 
 
Once the central section opens, full services across the Elizabeth line from Reading and 
Heathrow in the west to Abbey Wood and Shenfield in the east, will commence as soon as 
possible. 
 
As the work proceeds Crossrail says that it will be providing regular progress reports, and 
increasingly specific estimates of when the Elizabeth line will open. 
 
Crossrail expects that the remaining fit-out and systems installation in the stations and tunnels 
will be completed this year. This will allow the new stations and rail infrastructure to be 
integrated with the rest of the railway. Crossrail also expects that Bombardier Transportation 
and Siemens will complete development of the train and signalling software this year allowing 
the train control system to be fully tested. 
 
With thanks to ianvisits (www.ianvisits.co.uk) for the update 
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1930s Splendour in North Maidenhead 
 
On May 22 around 30 gardening enthusiasts from around Dorney spent an enriching, 

rewarding and calming early summer afternoon in a 
beautiful private garden nestled down a country lane in 
Pinkneys Green. 
 
I said to a fellow visitor that it seemed every year that 
summer arrived as Dorney Horticultural Society embarks on 
its annual Spring Garden Visit. It was the first event of our 
summer season! Well, it certainly was a fine afternoon as 
we visited St Timothee, the beautiful home of Sarah and 
Sal Pajwani. 

 
Sarah was a very gracious and informative host. Her family had come to St Timothee – a fine 
house dating from 1937 - 13 years ago and after a ‘big challenge and fun’ creating the garden 
as it now is, the task, she felt, was just about completed. 
 
Everybody will take away their own impressions and memories – we particularly liked the 
irises – but the ‘official’ description on the National Garden Scheme website says it all – 
‘Colour themed borders planted for year-round interest with a wide range of attractive grasses 
and perennials. Includes a box parterre, wildlife pond, rose terrace, wild areas and mature 
trees, all set within the two-acre plot of a 1930s house’. 
 
I think it was the unspoilt nature of the plot which 
appealed – Sarah characterised her garden as ‘soft’. 
The flower studded lawn was like walking on a spongy 
meadow. The beautiful pond, at present full of tadpoles, 
attracted much attention. 
 
The programme is established now…drive a few miles 
under our own steam to a more or less rural location, 
wander around the garden, and then enjoy tea, coffee and (especially) cake. Sarah did us 
proud in this department. The lemon and polenta cake plus the blueberry sponge received 
special mention. There was a brisk trade in plants to take away. 
 
The proceeds from these purchases and, indeed, our whole visit, went to the National Garden 
Scheme charities. The NGS was established in 1927 and was originally set up to fund district 
nurses. The NGS is now the largest single funder of nursing and caring charities in the UK.  
 
The annual donation now runs at some £3 million. Sarah has said how proud she is that a 
gardening hobby can aid the likes of Macmillan, Marie Curie and Hospice UK. 
 
DDHS is very happy to contribute in this way to the Scheme. I’m sure there will be another 
such visit in twelve months’ time. In the meantime, our next evening meeting is our Harvest 
Supper on September 27. 
 
The Annual Show in Dorney Village Hall will be on Saturday August 31. The programme is 
under preparation and look out for more details in the July ‘Dorney Parish News’. 
 
PB 
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‘Hand Crafted in Taplow’ 

In the December edition of this magazine, I expressed delight at receiving a certain 

email. This month, delight returned with an email from the same source. 

Last year, our local (well, just in Taplow) craft brewery moogBREW had announced a 

brief opening in Christmas week in its new premises in Ye Meads with, alas, none of 

its own product on sale. Now, at the end of May, regular open days were about to 

resume. Margi and Id Williams wrote ‘the new brewhouse is up and running and we 

are ready to re-open our garden gate’. 

Quite a few of us from Dorney went through that gate, including many familiar and 

friendly faces. Well, as the email said, ‘it has been a long time coming.’  

I should at this stage make an obvious point. Other excellent beers are available from 

super establishments throughout ‘Dorney and district’. I’d like to see them all getting 

coverage here in the future. We’d like to hear the plans of pubs and restaurants 

around Dorney and if any reader wants to share an enthusiasm for a venue, please 

do. 

I must admit that I’ve remarked that the Williams’ product can be a little strong. Their 

English Porters and magnificent Russian Imperial Stouts need approaching with 

particular respect. But there we were, in the early summer sun, sitting in the garden at 

Meads End (Margi and Id seem be as accomplished gardeners as they are brewers) 

quaffing their Kidder Extra Pale and Selina Saison, which I’ve heard compared to 

white wine, and we were fully capable of walking home afterwards. 

Our hosts moved a short distance from Marsh Lane last year. By the end of February, 

their garage was being converted to receive ‘shiny new brewery equipment’. This was 

all installed ready for production to start in April. Somewhere along the line a license 

was granted for the taproom. 

It seems these ‘open gate’ days will become more frequent. moogBrew are licensed 

for on and off sales by appointment 7 days a week. Locals are advised to call or email 

to fix a mutually convenient time to visit. 

If you’re out for a walk, you might find their product at the Lakehouse Café by Taplow 

Lake. 

Well, that’s the magazine almost put to bed. I think I’ll have a bottle of that Selina 

Saison to celebrate! 

 

MoogBREW are at Meads End, Ye Meads, Taplow SL6 0DH. 

http://www.moogbrew.co.uk/ 

STOP PRESS – NEXT OPEN DAYS: SATURDAY JUNE 8 2-6 pm AND 

SUNDAY JUNE 9 2-5 pm 
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Day Date Activity Venue Time

JUN
Sat 1 Private Rowing Regatta – car 

park & access by foot only/or 

spectators can pay on entry

Dorney Lake

Sun 2 Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Private Rowing Regatta – car 

park & access by foot only/or 

spectators can pay on entry

Dorney Lake

Mon 3 Dorney Court Open Dorney Court 1.30 - 4.30 pm

Private Triathlon. Car Park and 

Footpaths closed all day

Dorney Lake

Tue 4 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Wed 5 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 6 Dorney Youth Club        

(during term time)                                            

For Children of the Parish.                  

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 7

Sat 8 Private Triathlon - car park & 

footpaths closed until 1.30pm

Dorney Lake

Sun 9 Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 10

Tue 11 Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Parish Council Meeting Dorney Village Hall 8 p.m.

Wed 12 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 13 Dorney Youth Club        

(during term time)                                            

For Children of the Parish.                  

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Private Run event – car park & 

footpaths open

Dorney Lake

Fri 14

Sat 15

Sun 16 Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 17

Tue 18 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Wed 19 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Diary
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Day Date Activity Venue Time

JUN
Thu 20 Dorney Youth Club        

(during term time)                                            

For Children of the Parish.                  

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 21

Sat 22 Private Rowing Regatta - car 

park & access by foot only/or 

spectators can pay on entry

Dorney Lake

Sun 23 Private Rowing Regatta - car 

park & footpaths closed all day

Dorney Lake

Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 24

Tue 25 Something New Dorney Village Hall 10.30 to 12.30

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Wed 26 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Private Triathlon. Car Park and 

Footpaths closed all day

Dorney Lake

Thu 27 Private Regatta.  Car Park and 

Footpaths closed from 2.00pm

Dorney Lake

Dorney Youth Club        

(during term time)                                            

For Children of the Parish.                  

Outside trip - details 

from Leanne

6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 28 Private Triathlon - car park & 

footpaths closed all day

Dorney Lake

Sat 29 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Private Triathlon - car park & 

footpaths closed all day

Dorney Lake

Sun 30 Private Triathlon - car park & 

footpaths closed all day

Dorney Lake

Contacts

Dorney Badminton Club Teresa McGuinness 07776364046

Dorney Youth Club Leanne Kittel 07919 484855

Something New Elaine Gyles 01753 841592

emgyles@gmail.com

Yoga Classes Bridget Taylor 07880 541111

bridget.taylor61@gmail.com

The Charteris Club Julie Chappell 07598 565091

Dorney Diary
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Heavy plant on Dorney Common 
 

A few days before our delivery of new trees arrived from the Palm Centre in Richmond, the 
heavens opened and let loose a deluge of water on our land. This was a good sign for 
planting out but a bad omen for a very large heavy-laden truck loaded with nine mature trees, 
conjuring visions of mud, ruts and a distraught driver. But, as luck would have it, the sun 
shone when the vehicle finally turned into our drive to deposit our consignment. 
 

Each huge hole dug bespoke to receive a specific breadth of trunk, there was an air of 
anticipation from my husband Dave, who’s back had just about recovered from the last two 
weeks crippling spade work. However, this was pretty much short-lived as the delivery truck’s 
crane, instead of being the promised 5 metre length, appeared much more like 2 metres, and 
very unlikely to be able to stretch far enough to pop the pegs directly in. 
 

With a various selection of ropes and pulleys, the muscle of Dave and the weakest link 
contribution by yours truly, the planting began. The first half of the day was relatively 
straightforward, with the smaller trees making an easy hole-in-one. By the 6th hole, it became 
obvious that Dave needed to man up, and flex his steely grit. With pushes and shoves, 
heaves and humps, progress continued until there was only three huge, towering specimens 
with elephantine feet and broad trunks.  

 

The first two of these enormous trees, were shunted slowly 
but surely towards their goal, crane stretched to its limit, to 
land with a thud to sit lopsided at a 45-degree angle. Both 
were then teased with a series of ropes and Dave’s small 
hired digger’s front plate, until they finally stood upright and 
saluted, waving their palm fronds in celebration. Welcome 
home! 
 

The final tree was a 400-year-old olive, with a girth like a 
gnarled heavyweight boxer and a wild growth of splayed 
branches on its top-knot. The delivery guy, when seeing 
where this was destined, a large brick built raised island, 
(we call it the island) dumped it unceremoniously on the 
rim, then turned tail to head for the hills. Scratching his 
head, Dave tried various methods, many which turned his 
face a bright shade of purple, using rollers and his mini 
digger in unison to inch this fellow nearer to its destination. 
‘Stand back’ was my husband’s instruction! 

 

As progress was not made, the air turned blue and along with it sweat ran, and I ran too, in 
fright with an excuse to catch the last afternoon’s post. Whilst away I planned in my head to 
ask my husband to give up on this mad venture and get some help, as I would dearly love to 
enjoy his company in old age. Returning home however, to my utter amazement, the olde 
olive tree was in its hole, sat proudly vertical, resplendent like a majestic noble sitting down on 
his throne. Dave sat too, pretty much wiped out and ashen, and on asking how he had 
managed this in the last 15 minutes replied that what happened on the island remains on the 
island. ‘Would you like a cup of tea?’ I replied, then went inside to slug a quick one for 
medicinal purposes only.  
 

At the Drama Guild, which continues its schedule come rain, shine or tree planting, we had a 
Maidenhead Festival entry of ‘A Spy with a View’ and came second, then went on to Henley 
Festival to repeat the success with another runner-up prize. Never the bride always the 
bridesmaid. However, the glory was enhanced by winning Best Comedy and Best Actress, 
which added icing to the cake, a wonderful outcome as it was our new Director’s debut 
production. Working backstage at the Kenton Theatre in Henley for the first time, I found it a 
delightful diminutive space, like a dolls house set in a place where time has stood still. The 
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management are wonderfully fanatical people with generous warm-hearted personalities. Ahh 
fantastic, gladdens my soul in turn, British luvvies at their very best! 

Our large rehearsal space at Waldeck House now in full action, we have ‘A Bunch of 
Amateurs’ in progress, which opens at Norden Farm at the end of June. This is a very funny 
light comedy with skilled actors pretending to be amateurs, which is a feat in itself, as they 
cannot lose bad habits. Dave and I have minor roles as the paparazzi, so you can see us both 
in action if you don’t blink. 

The trees we planted some 4 weeks ago now have survived their bumpy landing at Dells 
Cottage to stretch the fingertips of their fronds, and wallow in the rich earth while the water-
maid (me) delivers a drink each day. Now in addition, eleventy-eight new tiny plants, 
wonderfully light to lift, have been introduced to the island and border areas providing a much-
needed bit of colour and foliage. There is constant watering and nurturing, as daily the 
forecast of rain is not valid, but this promotes much growth of steps on my Fitness band. 

Next week, we have the Dorney Horticultural Society’s visit to St Timothee’s garden in 
Maidenhead. I am very much looking forward to wandering around their garden spaces, 
admiring the toils of others without a care in the world and not a drop of sweat on my 
husband’s brow. Hazy days and summers spent sitting in gardens, mine or somebody else’s, 
just gazing at the herbal paradise of Bach flowers that the holistic doctor ordered.  

Kristina Perkins 
Dells Cottage 
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Graham Easton 
8th February 1947 – 16th April 2019 

  

Graham lived in the village, and served it, for many years, 

living in Harcourt Road and raising two sons who were the 
centre of his world. He was a keen sportsman, playing golf, 

tennis, rugby, cricket to a high standard. Indeed, it was the 

tennis injury to his hip when he was playing in December 

that most likely masked the symptoms of the spreading 
cancer. 

  

He was a man with a strong sense of community, serving on 

the Parish Council and Village Hall Committee for many 

years. In the Parish Council he was particularly supportive, 
using his professional skills in environmental management 

to push for the additional height to the M4 sound barriers, showing far superior 

technical expertise than was available to the local road management team.  

  
It was for his tireless work on behalf of the Village Hall where he will be most 

remembered, leaving a legacy to be proud of. He was a driving force in the work 

to refurbish the hall at a time when the rain already came through the roof. In 

addition, he was the Chairman, the handyman, and the bookings clerk. I can't begin 
to imagine how much time and effort he has put into making the hall a community 

space well used by all ages – and he did it because he absolutely believed that this 

community was worth serving, volunteering a large proportion of his own time.  

  

There were over 200 people at Graham’s funeral, which had us laughing and crying 
as we remembered his life. He was a good and truly honest man, gentle, with a 

quick wit. He will be much missed. 

  

His son Bob is running the Windsor half marathon on 29th September in his Dad’s 
name for Thames Hospice. If you would like to support him his justgiving page is: 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bobeaston 
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Dorney Village Hall 
www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 

 

 
 

 
Dorney Village Hall has a large main area with stage, a smaller annexed room, 

kitchen and store rooms. 
 

It is served by a large private car park and adjacent there is a tennis court, a 
playground and a playing field. 

 
It is used by residents for a multitude of activities such as dancing classes, keep fit, 

children’s nursery, badminton, horticultural and hired out for parties, dances and 
weddings. 

 
The management committee welcomes non-residents, organisations, clubs, 

businesses, and societies to hire the halls. 
 
 

Main hall: 15 x 7.4m, ceiling height 7m 
Fixed stage with curtains: 4.5 x 6m  

Annexe: 9.8 x 3.5m, ceiling height 2m 
 

Licensed to seat 100 people 
Children’s tables and chairs available 
Beechwood suspended dance floor 

75 space free car park 
 

From £12 per hour (minimum of 3 hours) for Dorney Parish Residents 
 

Bookings:  
01628 200900 

 
Email: enquiries@dorneyvillagehall.com 

 
Online on www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 
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The Parish Pump  
A summary of the May 2019 Dorney Parish Council Meeting 

 
The full Minutes can be found on www.dorney.org.uk 

  

• M4 Smartmotorway/Double Yellow Lines in Court Lane/Marsh Lane. Matt 
Orchard of Balfour Beatty reported that the use of the vibrating roller had stopped 
after complaints about noise and that the project was still working around the badger 
setts. The badgers would be rehoused at the end of the official breeding season on 
July 1. Ryan Curtis Highways Officer at Transport for Bucks reported that Traffic 
Management could not be put in place yet for Highways England because Thames 
Water has a 5 months TM permit until September and has an open permit to go in 
and out of Marsh Lane to carry out work. The PC requested to see this TM plan for 
Thames Water. Cllr Harris said it was imperative that a TM permit took into account 
concerns about the dangerous Court Lane corner outside the Rowing Lake and the 
installation of a temporary roundabout at Court Lane/Village Road. He pointed out 
that about 90% of the 200 children at Dorney School came by car but Jim Stacey of 
Highways England said that the School had raised no concerns with them. Matt 
Orchard said he had been raising Dorney PC’s concerns at the M4 Stakeholders’ 
meetings and also with Vertis, the specialist company Balfour Beatty uses to draw 
up their TM plans. Ryan Curtis said that Highways England had responded to him 
that based on their modelling, the roundabout and double yellow lines were not a 
concern, but they have agreed to more modelling. Cllr Dhillon stressed that Bucks 
CC and Highways England needed to find solutions and he would immediately 
organise a meeting with the Bucks CC Highways Safety Officer. Communication 
would improve – the Clerk to the PC would be copied into all relevant 
correspondence and she would receive minutes of Stakeholders’ meetings while 
Ryan Curtis would also circulate such correspondence. Paul Humpleman raised 
concerns again, on behalf of St James the Less Church, about parking congestion 
causing a problem to users of the Church, many of whom were elderly and needed 
to park near to the Church. 

• Orchard Herbs Farm. Cllr Dhillon said he was still waiting for SBDC Enforcement 
Officers to arrange a meeting with him. 

• Huntercombe Lane South/Boveney Road. The former has been repaired and the 
latter jet patched. 

• Cattle Grids. Replacements were still awaited. Cllr Harris stressed that the traffic 
management plan during these repair works must ensure Boveney Common is not 
closed. 

• Bucks County Council/South Bucks District Council. Cllr Dhillon reported that 
the order had now been placed for a Unitary Authority in Bucks and that the Shadow 
Authority should be approved by 29/5/19. SBDC will approving the Chiltern and 
South Bucks Local Plan immediately and then it will go out to public consultation.  

• Parish Council. It was resolved to elect Cllr Keith Harris as Chairman and Cllr 
Andrew Purdie as Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. Cllr Richard Ormond will be 
Chairman of the Finance Committee. Cllrs Purdie, Foxley and Dax were appointed 
representatives on SBALC (South Bucks Association of Local Councils) and Cllrs 
Purdie and Dax were appointed representatives on BALC (Bucks Association of 
Local Councils). Council meetings will be held at 8pm on the second Tuesday of 
each month except August in Dorney Village Hall. The annual Finance Meeting 
would be at 7.30pm on 12/11/19. 
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• Vacancy. There is a vacancy on the Council after the sad demise of Cllr Graham 
Easton. The Clerk will inform SBDC. 

• Defibrillators. Cllr Foxley was seeking a grant from the Heathrow Community Fund. 

• Parking in Court Lane. Cllr Dax said that Dorney Lake may be contravening the 
conditions on parking as laid out in the planning permission granted. It was agreed 
to revisit these conditions and seek clarification from SBDC Planning Department. 

• Dorney Parish News. The new format for publishing Dorney PC minutes in the 
parish magazine as proposed and circulated by the editor were agreed. 

• Change of Boundary from Buckinghamshire to Berkshire. This had been raised 
at the APM and the PC would like to gauge the level of support for any change 
among residents of Dorney, Dorney Reach, Lake End and Boveney. 

• ‘Village Clean Up’ Day. This would be held from 1pm on 23/6/19. A grant from ‘The 
Great Get Together’ was being applied for. 

• Radar Speed Signs. Cllr Harris had issued reports on a week’s results for each 
radar sign. 

• Community Speedwatch Scheme. Dorney PC will borrow Burnham PC’s 
Community Speedwatch camera as Cllr Dax had reported that there are volunteers 
willing to be trained to use the camera. 

• Other complaints/comments from Residents. Cllr Dax had spoken to the Head of 
Eton Dorney School and it was hoped that the problem of refuse bins outside the 
school and cigarette butts on the pavement had been resolved, but there remained 
the number of banners displayed on the boundary fence. Cllr Foxley raised the 
question related to the Heathrow Consultation of the monitoring of flights over 1000ft 

and how it was carried out. 
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M4 – Not So Smart? 

Dorney Reach is rather depressing right now as concrete covers up grass and mature trees 

are cut down. There’s always been concerns about the Smartmotorway – Will there be 

noise? Will we be informed? Now, especially, how will it work out once there is one way in 

and out of the Reach through a congested Court Lane? 

On that subject, a key date looks to be buried away in the latest monthly bulletin from 

Highways England. The motorway will be closed from 10pm on Friday November 15 and 

5am the following Monday between Junctions 6 and 8-9 for the demolition of the Marsh 

Lane overbridge. 

My concern is a more philosophical ‘what’s it all for?’ I think we’re reaching a tipping point 

where just about everyone now realises that drastic action is required to offset climate 

change. If you doubt this is relevant to Dorney, take a look at Wayfarer’s column this month. 

130,000 vehicles a day use the M4, and I suspect, increasingly we will question whether 

governments should encourage that number to grow. On their website, Highways England, 

under the heading ‘Why We Need This Scheme’ make the rather vacuous claim that the 

upgrade will ‘support the economy and facilitate economic growth in the region’. Shaving 

time off the journey of that mythical ‘businessman travelling from Swindon to London’ seems 

a strangely outdated concept in the days of both climate crisis and video conferencing and 

email. 

Of course, you may disagree. DPN would like to hear from any fans of the project. I concede 

that there must be a case that smoother running of all the traffic over 4 lanes with less traffic 

jams is itself inherently green. 

Now, another black cloud hovers into view. Is the Smartmotorway safe?  

At the end of last year, an all-party group of MPs called for the roll out of smart motorways 

to be ‘paused’ after lobbying by the Campaign for Safer Roadside Rescue following the 

death of vehicle recovery worker. The AA, usually strident in support of anything beneficial 

to motorists, delivered a chilling statement. 

‘Since the inception of All Lane Running, the AA has continually raised concerns regarding 

the safety of drivers in a breakdown scenario. Should a vehicle break down in a live lane, 

they become sitting ducks, especially if someone has ignored the red X put above the lane. 

It also makes attending a breakdown or a major collision much more difficult. As a all four 

lanes are being used, the emergency services no longer have access to the hard shoulder.’ 

In March this year there were two fatalities on the newly ‘smart’ section of the M1 in 

Yorkshire. In one, a stricken Qashqai sat on the unlit section of the motorway for 16 minutes 

only to be struck by a Mercedes with fatal consequences, before emergency help arrived. 

The same AA spokesman repeated the previous warnings, adding that the association was 

concerned about the number of emergency refuge areas, the new laybys whereby vehicles 

can be got off the carriageway. 

On our new stretch of smart motorway, these ‘places of relative safety’ will be an average of 

1.12 miles apart. The distance between some will be up to 1.6 miles. 

PB 
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MINUTES of ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 held on Wednesday17th April 2019 

in Dorney Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: - Cllr K. Harris (Chaired the meeting), Cllr A. Foxley, Cllr J. Dax and Cllr R. Ormond.  

In Attendance:-  Mrs S. Moffat (Clerk), Bucks Cllr D. Dhillon, SBDC Cllr D. Pepler, Mr Jim 

Stacey (Highways England), and Matt Orchard (Balfour Beatty), and 28 members of the 

public. 

Cllr Graham Easton - Before the meeting commenced Cllr Alice Foxley paid tribute to Cllr 

Graham Easton who sadly died this week. He was a very active member of the community, 

volunteering tirelessly as a member of Dorney Village Hall Committee and Dorney Parish 

Council. He will be sadly missed, an inspiration and a true gentleman. A minute’s silence took 

place to remember Graham. 

1. APOLOGIES for absence were received from: - Cllr A. Purdie and Cllr P. Smith. 
2. RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the 2018 meeting held on 19th April 2018. 
3. Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Harris thanked everyone for attending and introduced the parish councillors and welcomed 
Jill Dax on board. He went on to report that:- (i) The biggest expense for the Parish Council this 
year was the 2 solar panelled Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS). He has downloaded recordings 
from the signs and circulated a detailed report. Briefly, regards the VAS sign near Court Lane, 
the average speed into the Village is 24.68mph and leaving is 26.97mph. The average speeds 
monitored by VAS sign at the cattle grid is 26.15mph coming into the Village and 28.76 mph 
leaving the Village. A bigger concern would appear to be the number of vehicles driving through 
the Village which is about 20k in each direction each week; (ii) The M4 Smartmotorway works 
is the fourth major disruption to the Village after Eton Rowing Lake, Jubilee River and the 2012 
Olympics. The Smartmotorway disruption will be similar to the Jubilee River works but more 
serious as Marsh Lane bridge will not be replaced online so will be closed for 18 months. Dorney 
Parish Council is concerned that Dorney Reach may become isolated having only one road in 
and out during the bridge closure. Therefore, to ensure access to Dorney Reach at all times, 
the Parish Council has asked for double yellow lines along Court Lane and Marsh Lane to stop 
Eton Lake visitors parking and causing congestion, the hedging to be cut back along Court 
Lane and Marsh Lane and the road cleaned. We have also asked for a temporary roundabout 
at the junction of Village Road with Court Lane, similar to that at the time of the 2012 Olympic, 
to assist traffic flow and make it safer for all vehicles and pedestrians. 
Lastly, Cllr Harris thanked John Farrell for all his hard work keeping the Village looking neat 
and tidy, the Clerk and the Councillors for all their time and expertise. 
4. Finance – Budget & Precept:- Cllr Ormond, the Chairman of the Finance Committee, 

presented the budget for 2018-19. The Budget set for 2018/19 was expected to have been 

overspent by approximately £2,100 due to the purchase of 2 Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs 

(MVAS). Our actual income and expenditure for the year in most cases was very much in-line 

with the forecast, the exception being the MVAS’s signs where installation costs were 

underestimated. By year end expenditure exceeded income by £2,500, an increase of £400. 

For 2019/20 we have asked the Council for an additional 3% on our precept - that’s an 

increase of £656 taking it up to £22,546. We have secured another year’s funding from the 

Devolved Highways. Bucks CC did initially say we would get it for another 4 years but since 

the announcement of us moving to a single unitary authority it has only been approved for this 

year, at this time. Cllr Ormond reminded residents that 4 years ago we used to get £8,000 a 

year from Devolved Highways now it’s only £2,319 a year. 

Expenditure is based on previous levels and income and expenditure are expected to be 

balanced by year end. 53% of all income goes on the village upkeep. 

27



We have £24,491.94 in the reserves. 

5.  M4Smart Motorway –  Matt Orchard from Balfour Beatty reported that he has been raising 

the concerns of Dorney Parish Council at the Highways Stakeholders meetings that he attends 

and last month there was a representative from Bucks County Council present who has now 

taken these on board but has had no answer to date. Vegetation clearance work has 

commenced but this is curtailed by nesting birds and badgers. The work around the badgers 

will have to wait until 1st July when the breeding season has finished. The Smartmotorway 

works have taken part of the field at the end of Oak Stubbs Lane and the gulley sucker has 

cleaned the drains at the corner. (It was suggested that by cutting through the grass to the ditch 

being an easy solution to prevent puddling in this area). Marsh Lane bridge will be closed for a 

year from 1st November. 

Jim Stacey (Highways England) explained that a dilapidation survey, taken with cameras, has 

been carried out and any damage to roads deemed to be due to construction traffic will be 

repaired. It was pointed out that construction traffic was using Meadow Way to save turning 

round at the end of Oak Stubbs Lane. Matt Orchard took this on board and will stop it. Enquiries 

were made about the length and height of the new sound barriers. Matt Orchard will check this 

out and report back but did confirm that there will be low noise surfacing along this stretch of 

the M4. Lastly Matt Orchard stressed that if any local residents do have a problem with 

construction works, please report it so it can be remedied. 

6. TVPA – No report was available.  

7.  Village Hall Update - Cllr Foxley reported that the Committee does have new members 

and hall bookings are going well saving some of the income for future building repairs. The 

Village Hall AGM will be at 8pm on 29th May 2019 and it would be lovely if people can attend 

and receive the updates for the year. To note, SBDC maintains the field area and the Parish 

Council maintains the grounds around the Village Hall and the play area. Peter Bowman 

asked if there had been an amicable conclusion to the critical letter published in Dorney News 

about the Village Hall finances. Cllr Foxley responded that she was satisfied that the 

questions had been answered as the Committee had done the right thing for the best interest 

of the Village Hall. Virginia Sylvester again invited people to attend the AGM as being the 

correct forum to ask questions on Village Hall matters. 

8. Youth Club and Playground – No report available. 

9. Defibrillator Update – Cllr Foxley reported that it was not possible to have the 

defibrillator in the red telephone box in Harcourt Rd so it will now be located on the outside of 

the Village Hall in a lockable cabinet. One funding source has been turned down so now 

applying to the Heathrow Community Fund for a grant. 

10. Eton Dorney Centre – No report available. 

11. South Bucks District Council Report -  Cllr Pepler reported that:-  Since the last 

Parish Meeting  in spite of representations made to the Secretary of State from the four 

District Councils in Bucks to have two Unitary Authorities for the County he decided that the 

four should  be abolished on 31st March 2020 and be replaced by a Unitary Council for the 

whole County and it should be a completely new Council and not a reinvention of Bucks 

County Council so it will be called Bucks Council. Elections for this council will be held on the 

first Thursday in May 2020 at the same time as the Parish Council Elections.   On the 

Housing Front we managed to achieve our targets in 2018 and the temporary houses that are 

being erected on the Bath Road opposite the Bishop Centre should be completed this 

Summer. Further houses are being built at the site of the former Police Station at Gerrards 

Cross. Planning issues do cause concern and the major one here is the Orchard Herbs site 

that is just outside the Dorney Parish Boundary. The general lack of enforcement action of the 

Planning Laws being taken would appear to be the fact that the breaches involve SBDC 

Planning and Environmental Health, Bucks CC Planning and the Environment Agency. There 
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is now light at the end of the tunnel in that Highways England are going to compulsorily 

purchase the site for the Smart Motorway improvement works which should result in the 

present activities ceasing and the completion of the purchase is due to take place in May. On 

another site in Glebe Close which Highways England had purchased, the former owner was 

refused Planning Permission to move her animals into the adjoining field but managed to 

succeed on her appeal against the refusal. As matters stand at present we are in a wait and 

see situation as far as the future is concerned but in the long term I feel that more work will be 

delegated to the Parish and Town Councils. 

12. Bucks County Council Report – Cllr Dev Dhillon reported that:- (i) Government 

approved a Unitary Authority in November 2018 and the Structural Order should be passed in 

Parliament by second week of May 2019. The Shadow Authority and Shadow Executive will 

then be set up having 232 and 16 councillors respectively. Bucks CC’s vision for the Unitary 

Authority is for it to be community based so parish councils will have a greater voice with 

services being transferred to community hubs, each hub having its own budget. The savings 

by having a unitary authority will be £18million which can be compared to the £14 million 

spent on roads each year. Cllr Dev Dhillon is hoping to bring the Shadow Executive to a 

meeting at Dorney Parish Council in the future to find out about the views at Dorney. 

13. Matters raised 

(i) A question was raised as to why Dorney can’t join Berkshire instead of 

Buckinghamshire? Another resident supported this as was not happy with the new Unitary 

Authority. Cllr Dev Dhillon reassured residents that District Council’s proactive planning 

policy on where new houses will be built will be maintained. Likewise, the waste collection 

will not change as the same contract has been approved for the next 10 years. It was agreed 

to put on the next Council’s agenda the question of moving boundaries. 

(ii) Another question was raised as to why more money wasn’t spent on pothole repair? 

Cllr Dhillon responded that now the Unitary Authority will be making savings, hopefully more 

money will be available for roads. Cllr Harris informed the meeting that Huntercombe Lane 

South and Boveney Road are in the pipeline to be repaired soon. 

(iii) There is still the problem of some dog owners not clearing up after their dogs. There is 

a process to report the name of dog owners who do this which can be sent to the Clerk. 

(iv) Cllr Jill Dax informed the meeting that she has talked with the Head Person at Eton 

Dorney Centre and they will be moving their refuse bins into their own grounds, will take 

down the banners and staff have been asked not to leave cigarette butts on the pavements 

outside the school gates. 

(v) Cllr Foxley announced that the Village Clean-up day will be at 1pm on 23rd June and 

this will be co-ordinated with the Playground clean up. 

No other business being raised the meeting closed at 8.50pm 
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Dorney History Group 
 

The Dorney History Group has no meetings, currently, but it has a wealth of 

information about Dorney’s past on its website: www.dorney-history-group.org.uk, 
with over 6,000 web visitors each year. 
 

 

Eton Wick History Group 
 

The Eton Wick History Group has been meeting regularly since 1992. Eton Wick and 

the surrounding area is rich in history and the village has a heritage dating back to 
1217. 

 

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm in Eton Wick Hall, Eton Wick, and everyone is welcome. 

Refreshments are served, and there is a charge of £2.00 to cover costs. 
 

Visitors and new members are always very welcome. 
 

2019 Programme 
 

10th July 2019 ‘Failed to Return: Amy Johnson and Leslie Howard’, with Mr 

Tony Easton 

11th September 2019 ‘Flora and Fauna of the Jubilee River’, with Mr Bill Stacey 

30th October 2019 ‘1919 and the Peace Conference’, with Mr Martin Davey 

11th December 2019 ‘The Early Days of Fire Fighting in Bray, Eton and Eton 
Wick’, with Mr Geoff Hayes 

 

Further details from: Teresa Stanton teresams35@virginmedia.com 
 

 

Hedgerley Historical Society 
 

Monthly Meetings of Hedgerley Historical Society take place at Hedgerley Memorial 

Hall, Kiln Lane, Hedgerley SL2 3UZ at 8pm (unless otherwise stated) and visitors are 

most welcome. 
 

2019 Programme 

 

June 19th   ‘Eton before the College’ Dr David Lewis 

June 21st (Friday) ‘Bekonscot 90th Anniversary’ Brian Newman Smith A talk on 

the history of the world's oldest and original model village. 
Meet 7pm Bekonscot entrance Warwick Road Beaconsfield HP9 

2PL No Booking required - Admission free MEMBERS ONLY 

July 12th (Friday) Wycombe Abbey - House and Grounds Tour plus Buffet Lunch. 

Booking required. £15 - closing date 19th June 2019. Meet 

11am Wycombe Abbey High Wycombe HP11 1PE 

July 17th ‘Apollo 11 50th Anniversary’ Martin Fry 

 

Further details from:  John Lovelock 01753 647187 jdlovelock@btinternet.com 
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The above is a summary of the journeys as they consist of many stops en route. Full 
details can be obtained from www.bustimes.org. 
 

It is recommended that the actual times for each day are checked online at 

www.bustimes.org. 

 

 
 

Dorney to Windsor and Slough CB15 CB15 Dorney to Windsor and Slough CB15 CB15

Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 10:08 12:38 Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 14:13 16:45

Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton, on Brocas Street) 10:23 12:53 Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton, on Brocas Street) 14:28 17:00

Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 10:34 13:04 Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 14:39 17:12

Slough and Windsor to Dorney CB15 CB15 Slough and Windsor to Dorney CB15 CB15

Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 09:05 11:35 Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 13:10 15:40

Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton, on Brocas Street) 09:17 11:47 Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton, on Brocas Street) 13:22 15:52

Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 09:30 12:00 Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 13:35 16:05

Dorney to Maidenhead CB15 CB15 Dorney to Maidenhead CB15 CB15

Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 09:30 12:00 Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 13:35 16:05

Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S1) 09:45 12:15 Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S1) 13:50 16:20

Maidenhead to Dorney CB15 CB15 Maidenhead to Dorney CB15 CB15

Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S1) 09:50 12:20 Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S1) 13:55 16:25

Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 10:08 12:38 Dorney (The Palmer Arms) 14:13 16:45

Dorney to Windsor & Slough RE63 RE68 Slough and Windsor to Dorney RE68 RE63

Dorney Reach, opp Old Marsh Lane 10:43 14:51 Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 11:10 13:30

Dorney, o/s The Palmer Arms PH 10:46 14:55 Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton on Brocas Street) 13:40

Windsor/Eton Bridge (Eton on Brocas Street) 10:53s Dorney, opp The Palmer Arms PH 11:23 13:46

Slough Bus Station (Bay 3) 11:03 15:09 Dorney Dent's Corner (W-bound) 11:23

Dorney Court (adj) 11:24

Dorney to Maidenhead RE68 RE63 Dorney, o/s Elm View Farm 11:25

Dorney, opp The Palmer Arms PH 11:23 13:46 Dorney Reach, adj Harcourt Road 11:26

Dorney Dent's Corner (W-bound) 11:23 Dorney Reach, adj Old Marsh Lane 11:28 13:50

Dorney Court (adj) 11:24 Dorney Reach, opp Ye Meads 11:28

Dorney, o/s Elm View Farm 11:25

Dorney Reach, adj Harcourt Road 11:26 Maidenhead to Dorney RE68

Dorney Reach, adj Old Marsh Lane 11:28 13:50 Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S2) 14:35

Dorney Reach, opp Ye Meads 11:28 Dorney Reach, opp Old Marsh Lane 14:51

Maidenhead Frascati Way (Stop S2) 11:43 14:33 Dorney, o/s The Palmer Arms PH 14:55

Times marked s – “sets down only” – the bus will only stop to drop passengers off

Bus Services from Dorney to Windsor, Slough and Maidenhead
Services by Red Eagle (RE)

Information correct on 1st March 2019

https://bustimes.org/localities/dorney

Bus Services from Dorney to Windsor, Slough and Maidenhead
Services by Courtney Buses (CB) 

Information correct on 1st March 2019

https://bustimes.org/localities/dorney

Services run Mondays to Saturdays (no Sunday services)

Services run Tuesdays and Fridays only
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Dorney Parish News 
Published monthly (except January and August) 

 

Editors:  

Peter Bowman, Tumbleweeds, 12, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 

ODU  

peter.bowman@talktalk.net  Tel: 01628 623228  Mobile: 07889 912714 
 

Jean Spencer, Dorincourt, 45, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 ODT  

Tel: 01628 624213 

 
Editorial Board:  

The Editors, Jan Bowman 

 

Production:  
Bill Dax Tel: 07802 365448 

____________________________________________________ 
 

Distributors: 

Mr Cobb, Mrs Cox, Mrs Leishman, Mrs McCabe, 
Mr McGuinness, Mrs Oxlade, Mr Penfold, Mrs Richmond, Mr Schwartz 

Miss Snook, Mrs Tuddenham, Mrs Tyler, Mrs Wood-Dow 

 

RATE OF SUBSCRIPTION: £5 per annum for 10 issues 
 

The Editors are not responsible for the opinions of correspondents  

expressed in letters or articles published in this magazine. 

 
 

Advertising in Dorney Parish News 
 

Dorney Parish News is an A5 newsletter that is circulated monthly (except July and 

December) to residents and businesses in Dorney Village, Dorney Reach, Boveney 

and Lake End. 
 

Our current print run is 250. Estimated readership is around 400 people. There are 

approximately 300 residential properties in Dorney Parish. 
 

Rate Card: 

 

 
 

Contact:  Peter Bowman, Editor 

  peter.bowman@talktalk.net 

  01628 623228 

Advertising Rates Height mm Width mm 10 issues 1 issue

Full Page 190 130 £90 £12

Half Page 90 130 £50 £7

Third of a page (Horizontal) 60 130 £45 £6

Quarter Page (Horizontal) 45 130 £40 £5
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SUSAN HANDY SCHOOL OF DANCE 
 

 

Acro Jazz                  Crea	ve Dance                  Adult Ballet 

Ballet                         Modern Jazz                      Adult Tap 

Baby Ballet               Musical Theatre                GCSE Dance 

Ballet Stretch           Tap                                      Boys Syllabus  

Contemporary         Elite Dance Group  

ETON  WINDSOR  DATCHET  OLD WINDSOR  ICKENHAM  PYRFORD  WOKING  RICHMOND 

WWW.SUSANHANDYDANCE.CO.UK 
01753 542672 / 07515 270432    e: office@susanhandydance.co.uk 
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BHS & ABRS Approved Riding School and Pony Club Centre 

Ri:ling School & Liverv 

Elm Farm, Boveney Road, Dorney Common 

NrWindsor, Berkshire, SL4 6QD 

We are a family run Riding School based on 
Dorney Common established for over 35 years! 

• Qualified lnstructors
• Lessons available from 7 years upwards
• Pony Rides available for children as young as 4.
• We offer very popular Birthday parties
• Large Indoor and Outdoor schools
• Pony Club and Own a Pony activity days
• Open 6 days a week, Tuesday-Sunday
• Gift Vouchers available through the website

For bookings and enquiries please call us on

01628 661275

 www.spanishbit.co.uk 36


