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Diggers Den  1a Oak Stubbs Lane  Dorney Reach  Maidenhead  Berkshire  SL6 0DW 

Phone: 01628 639 366    Mobile: 07803 179962 
Email: mark@mashephard.builders 

M. A. Shephard Builders Ltd. are proud of our heritage and our

workmanship. We have been trading for over 30 years and, in that time, 

we have developed a professional relationship with suppliers, building 

surveyors and other professionals. 

We specialise in high quality workmanship in the fields of heritage work. 

using all the traditional methods and working with traditional materials. 

We usually carry out the full project from start to finish, taking all the 

pressure off you. If you want to project manage alongside us you are 

more than welcome. We also carry out all the following: 

• All types of Refurbishments

• New house builds

• Commercial to Domestic conversions

• Barn conversions

• All types of listed work

• General building works

• Decorating works
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ISSUE NO. 6/19 JULY 2019 

EDITORIAL 

This is the last issue of Dorney Parish News before we break for the summer. 
When we return at the beginning of September, the Annual Show, organised by 
Dorney Horticultural Society, will have taken place for another year. This is the 
best chance your parish magazine has to urge you to submit an entry and come 
along on the day once judging has been completed and the doors are thrown 
open. 

I must declare an interest here – I’ve been involved in organising the Show for 
the last few years and recall first-hand just how satisfying Show Days have 
been. Many residents enjoy meeting up in the Village Hall in the afternoon for a 
chat and maybe a cuppa and to admire the entries. But it’s also sad that the 
number of entrants has not been growing in recent years and the Hall maybe 
hasn’t felt so busy. The Annual Show should be an eagerly anticipated highlight 
in the Dorney calendar. Let’s make sure August 31 is a Saturday to remember! 

To continue to thrive, we need young people to compete in the number they 
once did. Believe me, the happiness felt by our young competitors on winning a 
category has been a sight to see. That’s why we intend that a winning entry from 
one of the under 16 age groups in the painting and drawing section will feature 
on the front cover of a future edition of Dorney Parish News. 

Like the Show, every undertaking needs new participants, and this magazine 
has sought new writers to add to the current splendid team. Welcome to local 
residents Paul Temple and Mike Avery and their first articles in this issue. 

Once again, the question as to whether Buckinghamshire is the optimal long-
term home for our Dorney community, given our location at the far south of that 
county, pops up in these pages. I would like residents to let Dorney Parish News 
know their views (and I’m glad we have a reader’s letter in this issue) but more 
importantly to contact the Clerk to the Parish Council. You will find an 
announcement on this elsewhere in the magazine. 

Thinking of our relationship with the Bucks Council, while there is much 
uncertainty at the time of writing, there appears to have been major 
shortcomings of both preparation and communication by our county council over 
the upcoming closure of Common Road in July and August during the 
reconstruction of both cattle grids. RBWM has arranged public meetings and 
resident mailings on its ‘side’ of the Common. In this parish, residents and even 
the Parish Council, have been kept in the dark. See next page. 

The M4 Smartmotorway project, congestion around Court Lane and now 
problems on the Common loom over us. But I hope none of this stands in the 
way of all Dorney Parish News subscribers, contributors and advertisers having 
a good and safe summer. See you in September. 

Peter Bowman 
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Planned Closure of Common Road for Replacement of Cattle Grids 

At the time of writing, Dorney residents have not received any direct communication from 
Bucks County Council about the closure of the road across the Common to Eton Wick 
resulting from maintenance work on the cattle grids. This letter from the Royal Borough of 
Windsor and Maidenhead to their residents is to be found on the Notice Board of the Eton 
Town Council website. 
https://etontowncouncil2blog.wordpress.com/ 
https://etontowncouncil.wordpress.com/2019/06/21/eton-wick-road-cattle-grid-closed-in-july/ 

Our Ref: Eton Wick Cattle Grid 

Date: 12/06/2019 

To: The Occupier 

RE: ETON WICK ROAD - CATTLE GRID MAINTENANCE WORKS 

Volker Highways on behalf of the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, will be carrying 
out essential maintenance works to the cattle grid on the B3026 Eton Wick Road, 
approximately 140 metres west of its junction with Tilstone Avenue. The work, which will also 
involve minor reprofiling of the carriageway on the immediate approaches to the cattle grid, is 
planned to commence on 22nd July 2019. 

To enable the works to be carried out B3026 Eton Wick Road will be closed at the location 
of the cattle grid from 9.00hours on Monday 22nd July until 23.00 hours on Tuesday 30th 
July. 

Due to the nature of the works the road will remain closed for the entire duration of the works. 
The works will involve removal of the grid, demolition and removal of existing foundations, 
creation of new foundations, concrete curing, installation of the grid and road re-profiling. 

A signed diversion route will be in place during the works period. A number of Advance 
Warning signs including Variable Message Signs will be put in place to advise motorists of the 
upcoming closure. 

We have worked together with Eton Town Council and Eton Wick Village Association in 
providing the scheme information and receiving comments for consideration. 

Any changes to the dates and duration of the works will be displayed on works notification 
signs on site. 

Please also note that our neighbouring authority (Buckinghamshire County Council) will be 
performing similar works on their grid in Dorney. Their works will take place under a full road 
closure from Monday the 5th of August until Friday the 16th of August 2019. 

We have worked with bus companies and can confirm that the Courtney Buses service 
number 15 will operate as per the schedule between Eton Wick and Slough. The same 
service will terminate in Eton Wick and would not proceed to Maidenhead. This modified 
service will be in place during the closures for both grids. 
We have also been notified that Red Eagle will suspend their service number 63 and 68 for 
the duration of both sets of works.
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Services in the Local Churches 

St James the Less, Dorney 
St. John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

St. John the Evangelist, Eton 

Vicar: Revd. La Stacey, The Vicarage,  
69a Eton Wick Road, Eton Wick, Windsor, 

SL4 6NE  

Tel: 01753 852268 email: 

revlastacey@gmail.com 

For information about our churches, activities and 

church history please see our parishes’ web site: 

www.stjohnstjamesed.org.uk 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Methodist Church, Eton Wick Alma Road, Eton Wick, SL4 6JZ 

Minister: Rev Margaret Dudley, 01753 867117 

Sunday  6.30pm Evening Service 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Burnham 
Parish Priest: Fr. Andy Richardson, 01628 605764 

Saturday 6pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday 9.45am Mass 

Revd. La Stacey writes: 

So – it seems I am going to spend some time in a tent this summer. I want to take 

advantage of holiday time with the grandchildren and so that means going camping, 
apparently. And that will entail grappling with camping stoves and sleeping mats or blow-up 

mattresses and, having looked up the camp site and where our plot is, trecking 300 metres to 

the nearest loo. Hmmm. Musing on this prospect has given me pause to reflect on and feel 

sympathy for the vast numbers of people in the world who still have to go outside the house 
if they need the loo in the middle of the night, or who have to treck more than 300 metres 

every day to collect water. At least the likelihood is that I won’t be abducted, nor have to 

carry a water carrier on my head. Others aren’t so lucky. Peter Tyler gave us a very 
interesting talk about food insecurity in the many African countries in which he has worked at 

the ‘Something New’ coffee morning in Dorney Village Hall the other day. Even with the 

current austerity measures in this country, we face nothing like the levels of food, water and 
shelter deprivation of those places. Imagine if I were really going to show solidarity with 

those people and live under the same conditions as them for a while. I wonder how I would 

feel then?  

The gospel of John has a lovely line about Jesus. We’re in the season of Trinity at the moment 
when we think about God in our midst. St John says God became flesh and ‘dwelt’ among us. 

The word really means ‘pitched his tent’ among us. God came and camped with us because 

he wanted to be with his children so much. It seems that God went to greater lengths than I 
am going! Maybe I shouldn’t complain….. 
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Church Services in July and August 2019 

Wednesday 3rd July 

10.00am Holy Communion (said BCP) St John the Evangelist, Eton 

Sunday 7th July 

  9.30am Holy Communion (said BCP) St James the Less, Dorney 

11.00am Any Age Family Service  St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

  3.00pm Pet Service  St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
  4.30pm Family Praise (half hour with meal) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Sunday 14th July 

  9.30am Holy Communion St James the Less, Dorney 

11.00am Holy Communion  (children’s group) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

 4.30pm Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Wednesday 17th July 

10.00am Holy Communion (said BCP) St John the Evangelist, Eton 

Sunday 21st July 

  9.30am Holy Communion St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Morning Worship (children’s group)  St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

 4.30 pm Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Monday 22nd July 

  4.00pm Patronal Festival Service St Mary Magdalene, Boveney 

Sunday 28th July 

  9.30am Morning Prayer St James the Less, Dorney 

11.00am Holy Communion   St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 4.30pm Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Sunday 4th August 
  9.30am Holy Communion (said BCP) St James the Less, Dorney 

11.00am All Age Family Service  St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

  4.30pm Family Praise (half hour with meal) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Wednesday 7th August 

10.00am Holy Communion (said BCP) St John the Evangelist, Eton 

Sunday 11th August 

  9.30am Holy Communion St James the Less, Dorney 

11.00am Holy Communion   St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 4.30pm Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Sunday 18th August 

  9.30am Holy Communion St James the Less, Dorney 

11.00am Morning Worship   St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

 4.30pm Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Wednesday 21st August 

10.00am Holy Communion (said BCP) St John the Evangelist, Eton 

Sunday 25th August 

  9.30am Morning Prayer St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Holy Communion   St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

 4.30pm Family Praise (half hour with coffee) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

7



Growing Old Disgracefully 

Dear Reader, a question for you. 
How do you join the London Philharmonic Orchestra without playing a note, nor have the 
ability to produce one? 
And an answer! 
Simple! You become the Road Manager. 
Somebody had to do it, and The Lord chose me! 
It’s a story for another time over a beer or two, but this missive is all about growing old and 
banging sticks. 
Usually at the centre of the orchestra, rough carpentry (double basses) to the left, toys 
(percussion) to the right, slush pumps (trombones) in front, sits the tympanist, surrounded by 
four or five sparkling tympani, or kettle drums if you must. 
He or she get the best lines and most of the attention with theatrical arm waving. Think of the 
2001 A Space Odyssey theme and you’ll understand; and I yearned to be that lucky sparkling 
man. 
Forty plus years later it was my 70th birthday and my wife, the lovely Hilary, bought me ……. 
Yes!!!! Tympani lessons! I rushed off to meet Gary Talbot in a small studio in Langley, 
dreaming of world tours with… perhaps not the LSO or LPO, but the Slough Phil had a 
vacancy coming up. 
“Hi mate,” he beamed as we walked to the sizable shed at the bottom of a garden. 
“How many tymps do you have?” I asked nervously. 
“Tymps?” he mused. “I don’t teach tympani. I teach rock and roll!” 
Being an Elgar and Wagner man, I knew little about the genre and thought of it rather snootily 
as inferior. 
“I’ll give you your money back,” he offered generously as we continued into the shed to gasp 
at a magnificent drum kit, all glitzy and chrome. Keith Moon move over. (He was a talented 
Godlike destructive drummer in a little group that found fame. It was called ‘The Who’ I 
believe). 
“I’m here now,” I mumbled rather ungraciously. “I’ll give it a try.” 
It was not as simple as I had suspected. It was rather like rubbing one’s stomach in a circular 
motion with your right hand while patting your head with the left but with all four limbs doing 
different things at different speeds. 
I sat on a small soft stool, expecting to rattle off all kinds of amazing rolls and fill ins I’d so 
often tapped out on a stationery dashboard or  my knees on the loo but it wasn’t the same, 
and I soon embarked on the tedious slog that precedes any worthwhile skill as I tapped out 
basic patterns (called grooves amongst us drummers) and tried and tried again not to speed 
up while watching nineteen year olds make it look easy on TV. 
“How do you know a drummer is knocking on your door?” some wag posed having heard my 
efforts. 
“Go on,” I said without enthusiasm. 
“It gets quicker and quicker,” he chuckled at his own joke in my stony face. 
Months later the ever- patient Gary asked, “Would you like to audition for a band? I think you 
could do it.” 
“I wouldn’t.” I replied tersely, “I’ve only been going six months,” but flattery won the day and in 
due course I arrived at a magnificent pile in Dorney and seated behind equally magnificent 
drums. 
I was dreadful and knew it, so it came as no surprise to receive a charmingly worded clear off 
text days later plus an invitation to stay in touch. 
Hours of practice on my cheap neighbour friendly electric drum kit and more lessons from the 
constantly encouraging Gary resulted in another audition, this time in a grubby damp ‘studio’ 
in a back street and greeted by hangovers from flower power. They had been warned of my 
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virgin drumming status and I banged out a simple beat as they raced up and down very 
familiar frets. 
“Hm,” pondered the rhythm guitar in the deliberations that followed. 
“Hm,” echoed the bass. 
The lead guitar sat silently. I felt three feet tall, arms aching. 
“You are very new,” observed the bass through his very long hair. 
“Hm,” reflected another. 
Then silent consideration ensued as I sat nervously behind the kit, perhaps for the last time. 
“We’ll give you a go,” smiled Rhythm. “With a lot of hard work, you may do it.” 
“Cuppa?” offered the bass. “Welcome,” said the otherwise reticent lead. 
I beamed. I had arrived. 
I was given three CDs. “They’re our gigging list,” said Rhythm. “thirty songs. Learn to play 
them.” Just like that! 
They were hard task masters, with many a raise eyebrow or worse. 
My predecessor had stopped with arthritis, and the singer had left at the same time. We 
auditioned six. Some couldn’t sing, and others had egos bigger than their 4 x 4s. 
“I am not spending my time with that idiot,” I heard myself saying, recalling too late that he 
was a better singer than I was a drummer, but I survived. Sadly, the band did not. 
Rhythm called me. “What are we to do? I love playing, it’s a big part of my life.” 
I rang Dorney who’s band had suffered a similar fate and soon I was back in the magnificent 
pile auditioning singing hopefuls. 
“That one is refreshingly devoid of ego,” observed our new bass, and after a few alterations, 
we had our band. 
We had differences over repertoire. A ditty “Bath Sister” found favour with some. 
“If we gig in a rough pub singing about a bloke having a bath with his sister, we’ll get a 
kicking,” I observed while making a case for “Oh what a night,” hurtfully condemned as “too 
poppy.” 
That sorted out, we performed our first gig in the Eton Wick Football Club albeit with 5 songs 
slotting in with other performers. The others appeared very cool, but I’d found a good cure for 
constipation. 
Hopefully we’ll be asked back. 
Come and say “Hi” some time. 

Mike Quincey 
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DORNEY VILLAGE HALL: REPORT OF AGM 29 MAY 2019 

The committee was delighted to welcome several local residents and regular users of the village hall 
at its AGM on 29 May. 

After the routine business, committee chairman Alice Foxley reported on the past year. She began by 
recalling the tireless efforts of former chairman Graham Easton, who sadly passed away recently. The 
loss of such a stalwart in the management of the village hall had created some short-term practical 
difficulties, but these had now been largely overcome, and the committee was determined to continue 
Graham’s good work. Bill Dax was a welcome addition to the strength of the committee. The hall 
continued to be well used, both by a range of regular clubs and classes, and as a popular venue for 
birthday parties and other celebrations. A regular handyman was now available, ensuring that 
maintenance and decorating tasks were dealt with promptly. For the future, a milestone would be 
reached in November, with repayment of the final instalment of the loan taken out for the renovation of 
the hall in 2014. It was important that funds continued to be put aside to pay for any future major work, 
so that the hall could become self-financing. 

Treasurer Euan MacLennan then circulated the draft accounts for 2018/9, which would need to be 
signed off by an auditor before submitting to the Charity Commission. Financially it had been a good 
year, with income over £27,000, the highest for four years. Of this, 60% came from regular bookings 
and 40% from ad-hoc hirers. He estimated that residents accounted for only about 22% of bookings, 
and it was hoped to increase this proportion in the future. Expenditure came to £15,000, of which 
cleaning costs were the largest item, over a third of the total. Euan drew attention to an adjustment 
agreed with the parish council, whereby the charge by the council for ground maintenance had been 
reduced from £1,250 to £250, which better reflected the actual costs, and the committee had then paid 
the council £1,000 as a contribution towards the loan charge incurred by the council on the grant for 
the major refurbishment. In response to a question, he explained it would not be possible to make the 
same change retrospectively, but that the committee would continue to pay the loan charge 
contribution to the council in future years until the interest costs had been reimbursed. At the present 
time, about £40,000 had been accumulated in a savings account against future major works, and the 
current account stood at around £6,000.  

Discussion then turned to plans for future enhancements to the hall and its facilities. The committee 
said they planned to upgrade the chairs this year, to meet concerns raised by ad-hoc hirers. The 
Horticultural Society considered that the tables were more in need of replacement, as some were 
broken or damaged, and the heights varied. It was concluded that replacing the tables should be 
considered for the following year. There was a useful exchange of views about a range of other 
issues, from curtains to dustbins, and in particular over standards of cleanliness. It was suggested that 
there was little in the hall to identify it with Dorney, other than the parish map. Perhaps some local 
pictures on the walls might help? Alice thanked everyone for their input and hoped that engagement 
between users and committee would continue throughout the year, not just at the AGM. 

Finally, all present took the opportunity to test out samples of the new chairs being considered. 
Valuable feedback was gained, and a clear preference was expressed for two of the five possible, with 
one of these in the lead. Watch this space for when the new chairs arrive later this year! 

Following the meeting, I am pleased to say that one of the attendees has joined the committee. There 
is still room for more, so if anyone is looking for voluntary work, to enhance their CV or just for the 
good of the community, do please get in touch.  

One item we did not have time to discuss at the AGM was the 50 th anniversary of the opening of the 
hall in 2020. Should we mark this occasion, and if so, how? Any ideas, please! 

Virginia Silvester 
Secretary, Dorney Village Hall Management Committee 
virginia@dorneyphoto.com  
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Early in July, just as this edition of DPN is circulated, the Annual Show programme will be 
dropping through letter boxes the length and breadth of Dorney. The programme will also be 
posted on Next Door. 

If you want to enter or just see the programme, and don’t have one, call Ron Alsworth (01628 
669988) or Peter Bowman (07889 912714) or email ddhs@btinternet.com  

At the heart of the Show are the two divisions for Vegetables/Fruit and Flowers. But if you 
don’t see yourself as a horticulturalist or the weather has not been kind to your crops, there 
are the Domestic section and the Adult Handicraft section.  

The Domestic section gives you an opportunity to share your skills in jam & pickle making and 
cake baking while the Handicrafts section is the excuse to paint, photo or sew and, of course, 
win a prize.  

The special Children’s (under 16) section is divided into classes for the under and over 8’s. 
Here is a chance to take photographs, paint and draw (remember that a selected picture will 
be on the front cover of a later edition of Dorney Parish News), build Lego, decorate fairy 
cakes, arrange flowers and much more beside. Do please encourage any children of your 
acquaintance to enter.  

You don't have to be a member of the Horticultural Society to enter. All our neighbours in 
Dorney & surrounding districts are very welcome to compete on August 31. You'd be 
welcome as well to inspect the items and see the prize giving in the afternoon.  

Entry is free. Register your entries at the Village Hall between 10am and 11.30am. Then all 
are excluded from the Hall while judging takes place until 2pm. Prizes will be presented at 
2.30pm. 

After that, you make your way home, while you decide just where to display your cup or 
medal. 

Your Village Show Needs You 

Please come along and support us 

The Sixty-sixth 
DORNEY ANNUAL SHOW 

Saturday 31st August 2019 
In 

DORNEY VILLAGE HALL 

Everyone Welcome 

Special Children's Section
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We're so "Chuffed" to see the Steam train again! 

Do you remember when Steam came back to 
Eton (at Windsor & Eton Riverside Station) on 
Valentine’s Day last year? 

Well, this will be a regular occurrence through 
this summer, every Tuesday. 

The trips to Windsor, one of Britain’s most 
popular destinations, will depart three times a 
day from London Waterloo on Tuesdays 
between June and September, arriving at 
Windsor & Eton Riverside at approximately 
09.30, 12.30 and 15.30.  

The new RBWM Mayor, Cllr Luxton, is seen here with David 
Buck, who owns the company, and was on the footplate as 
Mayflower steamed in on 4th June for its inaugural journey this 
year. 

Built for the London & North Eastern Railway, 61306 
Mayflower is one of two surviving B1 Class locomotives. 
The B1's were designed as mixed traffic locomotives capable 
of hauling express passenger trains as well as freight traffic. 
As powerful, go anywhere engines, the B1's worked across 
most of the UK rail network from East Anglia to Scotland. 

Mayflower was built in 1948 by the North British Locomotive Company in Glasgow but was 
delivered post-nationalisation and acquired the number 61306 by British Railways. She was first 
allocated to Hull Botanic Gardens Depot followed by a spell at Hull Dairycotes Depot before being 
finally transferred to Low Moor Depot, Bradford. She was the last B1 in service, her final trip was 
hauling the 'Yorkshire Pullman' from Leeds in September 1967. 

Mayflower was immediately purchased for preservation and was initially based at Steamtown in 
Carnforth. She was fully restored for mainline operation and worked a number of rail tours in the 
1970's. Acquired by Steam Dreams owner David Buck in 2014, she returned to the mainline in 
2015 before being withdrawn for an extensive overhaul. Resplendent in the early British Railways 
apple green livery as she was originally given when delivered in 1948, she returned to full mainline 
operation in early 2019. 

Mayflower has two cylinders, 6 driving wheels, a firebox grate area of 30 square feet and can 
operate at 75mph. 

So, if there are any members of the famous Dorney Locospotters Club, run by T.W.E. Roche but 
sadly disbanded in January 1966, that would like a wander down memory lane, please head over 
to Windsor & Eton Riverside Station on a Tuesday and enjoy the experience! 

However, if you would like to experience the steam train journey, you’ll have to join it at Waterloo. 
The website with full details of the Royal Windsor Steam Express is 
www.royalwindsorsteamexpress.co.uk and, if you would like to enjoy a steam train experience 
elsewhere in the UK, just look at the options on the Steam Dreams website - 
www.steamdreams.co.uk 
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Visit Dorney Court in August 

Widely regarded as one of England’s finest Tudor Manor Houses, Dorney Court has a thousand 
stories to tell. We invite our neighbours and local friends to join a guided tour this August 
2019 and take a step back in time before a well-earned cream tea in the Kitchen Garden. 

Concessions for visitors (and up to 3 friends) who bring a copy of Dorney Parish News. 

Opening Times 
In August 2019 Dorney Court is open to the Public every day 

Doors open in the afternoon at 1330 with ‘Last Admissions’ at 1630. 
Generally, tours take an hour 

Admission Prices 
ADULT CHILD (10-16YRS OLD) CONCESSION 

House, Garden & Grounds  £9.00 £5.50 £8.50 

There is no need to book tickets in advance as you can simply pick them up from the front of the House on the day 

www.dorneycourt.co.uk 
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On your bike: Route 1 

One of the joys of living in Dorney is the abundance of safe cycling tracks and paths, often 
alongside water. We are very lucky indeed to have on our doorstep the three scenic 
waterways of the Thames, the Jubilee River and Dorney Lake. Without having to endure the 
risks (and potential wrath of drivers) of a main road, we can enjoy a cycle along all three on 
no more than a nine mile treck.  

Having lived in Dorney for 16 years and semi-retired four years ago, I have recently started to 
explore a number of routes around the village and beyond to Taplow and Burnham Beeches. I 
am fortunate to enjoy, and follow, the much longer term experience from my “Sherpa”, Jeff 
Day who, as a former runner and now a daily cyclist, knows almost every local lane, track, 
route and peril as well as many historical and beautiful sights on the way.  Against my better 
judgement, I have been persuaded by our editor to write about some of these routes in the 
hope readers may also hop on to their own pedal bike and possibly gain from the experience 
as well as the exercise. Any reasonably well maintained mountain or hybrid cycle (as 
opposed to an expensive road bike), should do the trick, although it would be advisable to 
ensure the seat is properly adjusted and brakes work well. Also, a bell is essential and helmet 
very worthwhile.  

Here is the link to the cycle-route.com site, around the three waterways - https://www.cycle-
route.com/routes/Dorney,_Jubilee_and_Thames_Rivers-Cycle-Route-145.html . This is quite 
easy, being mostly off road and very flat.  However, a similar, but longer and more 
challenging route which we enjoy, is as follows.  

Starting and finishing from 
The Palmer Arms as a 
convenient meeting place, 
head up Village Road and 
turn left into Court Lane, 
past probably the best 
remaining Tudor house in 
the country, Dorney Court, 
and then turn left into 
Dorney Lake.  On the right 
before the car park is a 
landscaped tarmac track 
which leads direct to the 
Thames Path. For those 
looking for an extra thrill 
there is a small up and 
over hillock over drainage 
worth punting on the 
left.  Turn right at the National Cycle milepost (5 miles left to Windsor and 3 miles right to 
Maidenhead), on to the tow path which is mainly single track with a few bumps and tree roots 
- care needed as the Thames looms very close and many walkers, often with dogs, and other
cyclists, will also be enjoying the air. This is where a tinkle of the bell is recommended,
followed by a greeting or ‘thank you’.

If you feel confident enough to look over the river, or if not to stop, dismount and view, you 
may see:  

Bray Marina (excellent restaurant location); 
The Fisheries residences (one day......) 
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You will then be approaching a number of Dorney Reach riverside houses which protect their 
garden privacy with swing gates and a sign restricting cyclists to walking. As I think this is the 
publicly owned Thames Path, I am not sure they can legally enforce this (a reader and 
resident may advise), but it’s best to be courteous and dismount to protect the reputation of 
the often criticised “selfish cyclist causing havoc everywhere they venture - usually in bright 
coloured orange or lemon nylon Lycra” ..... 

Left is Monkey Island, the recently refurbished 5* Hotel. You can now carry on down the tow 
path passing under the M4, temporarily dismounting to walk through Bray Lock (built 1845 - a 
short stop is warranted to view passing boats and barges). 

The towpath has a turning to veer right towards the Jubilee river. On this route, we carry on to 
the tarmac road and under one of our wonderful river bridges, designed and built by the 
wonderfully named Isambard Kingdom Brunel.  Built in 1838, the two arches of Maidenhead 
Railway Bridge are the widest and flattest in the world.  
Continue to the A4, cross over, past the (at last) renovated Roux at Skindles (their cheese 
soufflé is to die for and cycling helps the guilt and should reduce cholesterol), and 200m 
ahead, head through the Berkeley Homes garden path over the Jubilee river (look left toward 
Boulters Lock, where the weir can be heard if not seen, where eels were trapped and 
wonderful Ray Mill Island and gardens where a flour mill used to live), and up the Hill towards 
Taplow. Turn right at the top on to Mill Lane and a quick left in low gear as we turn on to Berry 
Hill and then Cliveden Rd. Lung pressure permitting, look left at the amazing Buddhist HQ 
and Monastery at Taplow Court in front of Taeppa’s Mound, the Anglo-Saxon burial ground. 
Wow.  

Before you approach Cliveden (beautiful, historic Hotel and National Trust gardens), turn right 
on to Hill Farm Rd and then after 200m a quick left into Hunt’s Lane which after 400m past 
some houses, leads to another off-road track which skirts Huntswood GC. Watch out for rare 
odd mammals in bright checked attire screeching “FORE”. Stay on this narrowing track along 
several fairways through broad leaf trees which is also a bridleway - so be careful where you 
fall off!   

At the end of the track through a gate at Hitcham Lane, you can turn left to Burnham but we 
are going straight on back towards Taplow. It’s a small country road, but with dangerous 
corners, called Hitcham Rd. Head down the hill South towards Taplow station and take a 
short cut over Claire’s Court/Phoenix rugby ground. Head past the station North side on 
Approach Rd for 400m to Bath Rd/A4 and cross the busy main road past the filling station and 
turn left immediately after the BMW garage into Amerden Lane towards Taplow water ski lake 
where a stop can be taken at the excellent Lake House cafe there.  

This leads via a right over a bridge to the Jubilee River path (full length 11.6km), which you 
follow all the way back to Dorney and The Palmer Arms. Many parts of the Jubilee were 
inaccessible by foot or view to the river, but over recent months the Environment Agency 
have done a great job felling the wild trees, such as hawthorn, ensuring picnic areas and 
good walking and cycle views of duck, swans, and moorhens. 

This route is approx 15 miles and depending on stops and speed should take no more than 1-
1.5 hours.  

Paul Temple (Tudor Lodge), with thanks to Jeff Day 
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Here are extracts from the latest Neighbourhood Policing Update kindly provided by PCSO 
Angela O’Connell, who is a member of the local policing team for 
Burnham/Farnhams/Taplow. 

Neighbourhood Priorities  

Burglary 
This quarter we have seen an increase in burglary from 19 to 24.There have been two in the 
Dorney area. 
Now that the summer is finally here please remember to keep sheds locked and if you are in 
the garden ensure your front doors and windows are secure.  If you are going away, ensure 
you cancel newspaper & milk deliveries, and make neighbours you trust aware that you’ll be 
away, so they can keep an eye on your property as well.  

Speeding 
Dorney Parish Council are now looking into setting up a Community Speedwatch in the area.  
If you would like to make a difference and are able to volunteer your time to monitor speeding 
in areas highlighted for concern by fellow residents, please contact either PCSO O’Connell or 
Councillor Jill Dax. 

Other News 
Unauthorised Encampments continue to be an issue in the area and the team are working 
closely with councillors in an effort to combat this.  A Whatsapp group called Landwatch has 
been created for landowners which is run by Burnham councillor, Adam Prince.  A notification 
is sent out when we have visitors in the area to ensure that the landowners can then check 
their sites and ensure that preventative measures are in place.  

If you have land and would like to be part of the Landwatch then please contact Councillor 
Adam Prince at aprince@burnhamparish.gov.uk. 
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A member of the Beeches Learning and Development Trust, a company limited by guarantee, Registered in England. Company Number 7769232. 
 Registered office: Burnham Grammar School, Hogfair Lane, Burnham, SL1 7HG 

    DORNEY SCHOOL 

RESPECT * COLLABORATE * GROW 
Acting Headteacher: Mr J Downs 

WANTED – SCHOOL GOVERNORS 

We are currently looking for new co-opted governors to join our friendly governing body.  
Our governors come from a range of different backgrounds, skills and experience but all share a common 
interest of wanting the best possible education for the children in our school.  

We would be delighted to hear from anyone who:- 
 Is interested in children’s education and the performance of the school

 Is community spirited and would like to represent the community
 Has spare time and the energy for the role
 Is able to work well as part of a team
 Has an enquiring mind and the confidence to ask questions and debate issues that affect the school
 Can consider matters objectively and make informed judgements

These volunteer positions are open to people from our community. Co-opted governors are not elected by 
a parent election but are instead appointed directly by the governing body. 

What is the role of the governing body? 

 Helping to set and review the schools strategic direction and agreeing targets for improvement
 Holding the headteacher and school leaders to account for the educational performance of the

school and its pupils
 Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure public money is well spent

What does the role offer? 

 A chance to develop your own personal skills
 Access to a programme of free training in respect of education/governance matters
 A sense of achievement in helping make a difference to children reaching their potential
 The support and guidance from fellow governors

In looking to fill these vacancies we are particularly interested in applications from people with 
HR/Professional experience and also people who can occasionally visit the school during the day, although 
please do not be put off if you do not have these skills. What is more important is enthusiasm, interest and 
the willingness to learn.  

If you are interested or know of somebody else who would be then please contact the school office for an 
application form by emailing office@dorneyschool.co.uk, which will need to be completed and returned to 
the school office by 12 noon on Friday 19th July 2019. 

If you would like to discuss any aspects of the role before submitting an application, please leave your 
contact details with the school office (email office@dorneyschool.co.uk or phone 01628 620871) and we 
will be more than happy to call you or meet up for an informal chat.  

Harcourt Close, Dorney Reach 
Maidenhead, SL6 0DY 
Tel: 01628 620871    
E-mail: office@dorneyschool.co.uk
Website: www.dorneyschool.co.uk
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Day Date Activity Venue Time

JUL
Mon 1

Tue 2 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Wed 3 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 4 Dorney Youth Club    

(during term time)    

For Children of the Parish. 

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 5

Sat 6 Private Triathlon - car park & 

footpaths closed all day

Dorney Lake

Sun 7 Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 8

Tue 9 Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Parish Council Meeting Dorney Village Hall 8 p.m.

Wed 10 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 11 Dorney Youth Club    

(during term time)    

For Children of the Parish. 

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 12

Sat 13 Private Triathlon - car park & 

footpaths closed until 2.00 pm

Dorney Lake

Sun 14 Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 15

Tue 16 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Something New Dorney Village Hall 10.30 to 12.30

Wed 17 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Diary
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Please feed our swans! Wendy from Swan Support (www.swansupport.org.uk) has been 

spreading the word that it’s OK to feed bread to our swans.... and lots of other food too. 

Our swan numbers are down as sadly some have flown elsewhere and permanently 

moved, searching for food. 

Swans, ducks and geese need a variety of foods to keep them fit and healthy: 

Bread, Wheat, Leafy Greens, Dried Grass, Grains and Cereals, Swan food or pellets 

Day Date Activity Venue Time

JUL
Thu 18 Dorney Youth Club    

(during term time)    

For Children of the Parish. 

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 19

Sat 20

Sun 21 Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 22

Tue 23 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Wed 24 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 25

Fri 26

Sat 27 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Sun 28

Mon 29

Tue 30 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

Wed 31 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Contacts

Dorney Badminton Club Teresa McGuinness 07776364046

Dorney Youth Club Leanne Kittel 07919 484855

Something New Elaine Gyles 01753 841592

emgyles@gmail.com

Yoga Classes Bridget Taylor 07880 541111

bridget.taylor61@gmail.com

The Charteris Club Julie Chappell 07598 565091

Dorney Diary
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Calling cards on Dorney Common 

Having planted out our borders with copious amounts of bedding plants, hours spent bent 
over like a shepherd’s crook until my back snapped in bad temper, mostly we have green in 
our garden while the sun hides his face. As midsummer approaches, the steady damp and 
grey clouds shroud my vision as I stamp impatiently at the gate, waiting for warmth and the 
bloom that sunny rays bring. 

As reported in this mag, we do have a red telephone kiosk in our garden. It has always been 
here, dilapidated, merely a fashionista of shabby chic nostalgia. For years it has stored our 
logs, keeping the wood dry to fuel our fires through the ice of winter. The teakwood door still 
opened and shut on a piston, but the window glass was long gone to be at some point 
substituted by Perspex. 

One day, whilst mulling over landscape ideas, I contacted a company called ‘Remember 
When UK’ who restore everything British, vintage and preferably red. The chap the other end, 
Carl, spent the next eleventy-eight minutes discussing each and every engineering part of the 
kiosk, finally examining text pics, to announce it was indeed a fine specimen, in fact a MK1 K6 
dating from 1937. Wow! Over 80 years old! The granddaddy of kiosks. 

It was quite hard to get a word in, as historical details of the ‘illustrious K6 kiosk, designed by 
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, with its distinctive domed roof and geometric sculpture…. surviving the 
last 80 odd years’ and other geeky factoids emerged. As my eyes glazed over and my 
memory banks flashed full, I pressed Button B to give the restoration the go ahead. 

Some 18 months later, the truck rumbled across the drawbridge 
laden with a gleaming kiosk in newer than new bright red livery. I 
whisper to my husband Dave, are you sure it’s the same one? 
Dave had made a little concrete pad for it, with an electric feed, 
and as the crane lifted the box up within seconds it landed neatly 
with a crisp red salute. Peering inside it proudly displayed a brand-
new vintage look interior, complete with mirrors, retro ads and 
black Bakelite telephone. 

Meantime, life continues as Dave makes music every Monday 
night in his Woodshed studio in our garden. This is simply the end 
piece of our old shed, padded out inside in an attempt to prevent 
sound bleeding through. His fellow band members, all male of a 
certain age, congregate to practise their ever-expanding set, 
punctuated halfway with a cuppa tea and chocolate biscuit, the 
critical moment of bonding.  

The aim for an open mic night was looming as their aptly named ‘Out of Time’ band, listed this 
month to debut a three number slot at Eton Wick Football Club. Unfortunately, a business trip 
prevented my attendance, but my fingers remained crossed that night hoping their rock music 
didn’t migrate into looney tunes. Imagine my surprise when I heard that they completed a 
near perfect set, with requests for two more songs, to a clapped-out audience and promises 
of a return next month. No pun intended previously, said only for a cheap laugh, for indeed 
the people at the club are a lovely friendly group of all ages, so put that in your diary for next 
month and come see for yourself. 

At Maidenhead Drama Guild our summer production is concluding rehearsals, with a ‘Get In’ 
to Norden Farm imminent. Lines have been learnt, and sharp-edged comedy retorts working 
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well. As the door shuts on this one the Panto head looms, with its truly vast production 
requirements shrinking one’s ardour. We have a summer preview here in the garden at Dells 
cottage, a Director with a good ego, Choreographer with nimble feet and a Musical Director 
that turns magpies into song thrushes. If you fancy joining in come along on Sunday 28 th July 
for a 2:30pm kick off; it is a casual chance to see if anything or nothing at all tickles your 
fancy, or merely check out the complexities of theatre-making! Just a picnic afternoon, so 
bring your rug, a sandwich and bottle of fizz.  

As time passes, the red telephone kiosk has toned down its shiny brand-new painted look, 
and by night now gently lit, it has established a landmark in our front garden to signal delivery 
vans into the right front gate. A useful thing as we cannot put a house sign near the road, but 
no longer a place for logs. Coming out of the cottage one day, a couple of delivery men were 
taking phone box selfies, laughing I exclaimed we didn’t mind at all. But after their departure it 
did cross my mind just to check the interior, and to my amazement, inside were a variety of 
four or five ladies calling cards, slotted into the rims of the wall frames, but fortunately no 
scent of an urgent call of nature.  

I left the cards there, it is part of the history of the K6 that it remains as a place for messages 
to be relayed and read, to shelter from the rain, and is preserved as an iconic part of our 
history. Summer is here, Britain at its very best, with jam making and floral arrangements. 
Make yours and come to our Dorney Horticultural Annual Show on Saturday 30 th August. It 
promises all things a British summer comprises, and a chance to talk about the intricacies of 
daily life over a brew or two with a slice of home-made cake. 

Kristina Perkins 
Dells Cottage 
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The Parish Pump 
A summary of the June 2019 Dorney Parish Council Meeting

The full Minutes can be found on www.dorney.org.uk 

• M4 Smartmotorway Matt Orchard of Balfour Beatty reported that the pontoon

has been dropped in the river as a temporary walking route to maintain the
Thames Pathway and that the badgers were becoming more of a problem but it

was hoped they would be enticed away at the end of the breeding season in July.

The Clerk reported concerns from the Head of Dorney School that intake was
seriously lower for next year due to the closure of Marsh Lane making travel time

longer and more difficult. Matt Orchard will meet with the School. Jim Stacey of

Highways England reported that the Bucks CC Highways Officer had advised that

day’s Traffic Management meeting that the installation of double yellow lines in
Court Lane was progressing. He had asked Bucks CC for the design of the

temporary roundabout so he can price it up and make recommendations

accordingly to install the roundabout for the duration of the contract. He would
have a definite date for the closure of the Marsh Lane bridge by the next Parish

Council meeting. Cllr Pepler was concerned that a resident had suffered a burglary

after his property was exposed by the cut back of a large amount of vegetation
about which the resident had not been informed. Matt Orchard had informed the

Neighbourhood Policing Team, who had visited the property and offered advice.

• Bucks CC Cllr Dhillon said he would ensure the correct design for the roundabout

is sent to Highways England. Cllr Harris will measure the distance required for the
yellow lines and report to Cllr Dhillon. Cllr Harris raised concerns that Transport for

Bucks (TfB) will be closing Dorney Common from July 22 to August 16 to replace

the cattle grids which would have a detrimental effect on businesses around the
Common and on Dorney residents. He suggested that the side gates should be

used to allow traffic flow. It was disappointing that TfB had not informed the PC

and notification had come via Eton Town Council. Cllr Harris would attend a

proposed meeting on this in Eton Wick Village Hall on June 19. Cllr Dhillon would
investigate. Cllr Dhillon would report back in July on a meeting he had been unable

to attend of Bucks CC and SBDC Enforcement officers regarding Orchard Herbs

Farm.
• SBDC report Cllr Pepler reported that temporary housing being built along the

Bath Road will be completed in June. Cllr Pepler is now the new Chairman of SBDC.

Cllr Purdie asked if Cllr Pepler can arrange for the litter bins by the children’s
playground in Trumpers Field to be emptied more frequently as they are always

overflowing.

• Chairman’s Report Cllr Harris had met with Eton College who were prepared to

offer £5k towards the double yellow lines outside the Rowing Lake. A follow up
meeting would cover problems with Boveney car park. It was noted that event

users should not be using the route across Boveney Common.

• Councillor Vacancy The official notice had gone out that if a by-election to fill the
vacancy has not been requested by 10 electors by June 14 then Dorney PC can fill

the vacancy by co-option. Two residents have shown interest in the vacancy and it

was agreed that, if no election is called, to invite them to the next council meeting
to give a brief resume about themselves and the reasons they wish to become a

parish councillor, in order to select a new councillor.

• Court Lane parking The Clerk will write formally to Eton College from Dorney

Parish Council accepting their kind offer of £5k towards the cost of double yellow
lines.

• Dorney Parish News The new format for the minutes had been published in the

June issue and it was agreed that this style should continue. Cllr Harris suggested
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DPN should be circulated online but it was felt that many residents would not 
access this format at present. 

• Change of Boundaries The Clerk had received three emails as to whether the PC

should investigate the feasibility of a move from Bucks to RBWM. One expressed
interest, and two raised issues around medical care and schools. One of these was

positive, one negative.

• Village Clean Up Day To be held on Sunday June 23 at 1pm. A grant of £60 had
been awarded by ‘Get Together’.

• Community Speed Watch Scheme Cllr Dax said TVPA have advised her that all

other vehicle activated signs needed to be disabled when operating the

Speedwatch camera. Cllr Harris would do this as required. The Clerk will check the
insurance for volunteers operating the camera. Cllr Dax will progress volunteer

training.

• Response to Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan The Plan has been posted
on SBDC’s website since June 7. Discussion deferred until the next PC meeting.

• Other complaints/comments from Residents Cllr Pepler agreed to deal with a

complaint about an overgrown hedge in Huntercombe Lane South (in Burnham
Parish).
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WHO LIVED IN YOUR HOUSE? 

Did anyone watch the recent BBC TV series A House through Time? This revealed the people who 
had lived in a Newcastle house over some two hundred years, telling their stories and bringing them to 
life. Every house has its history, and most will have been home to many different people over the 
years, each making their mark on the building. Have you ever wondered who lived in your house 
before you? Here are some hints to help you find out. 

For a house you own rather than rent, the easiest place to start is the deeds. Usually the mortgage 
lender holds these, and may well be willing to copy them for you or even just let you have them, at 
least the older ones. Each time the house changes ownership, a deed should record the names and 
addresses of the seller and the buyer. The full series should give you the names of all the owners and 
the dates they owned the house. The deeds for our house, built in 1924, revealed seven owners 
before us. 

House numbers were not used until relatively recently, and house names changed over time. A house 
today may have been formed from two previous cottages or have been split into two dwellings. It’s 
therefore important to track backwards from what you know for certain, to identify earlier occupants. 
Two good sources for doing this are local rates and electoral registers. The Centre for 
Buckinghamshire Studies in Aylesbury holds rate books for Dorney. I found ones covering Dorney 
Reach between 1911 and 1951 – not every year, but often enough. The earlier years show both owner 
and occupier for each property, but from 1931 onwards only the occupiers are shown. Sometimes you 
can be lucky and find extra information. Loose sheets at the back of the volume for 1927 contain 
detailed notes on issues affecting rateable value, including Halfway Cottage, which had been 
converted from three cottages into one and was described as very old and in a poor state of repair. 

Electoral registers can also be found in Aylesbury. Helpfully, some have been published by online 
family history providers. A subscription to one of these is worthwhile if you plan a lot of research, or 
you can use the services free of charge at many public libraries, including Burnham, Slough and 
Maidenhead. Find My Past, one of the major providers and available at Slough, has the electoral 
registers for Dorney for 1929, 1930 and 1931, by which time both men and women aged 21 and over 
were entitled to vote. These registers show the names of all eligible voters at each address, so we can 
see for example that Edward and Louise Cole were registered to vote at Halfway Cottage in 1929. 
However, sometimes the address is just shown as the village! 

Mid-20th century residents were recorded in more detail in what is known as the 1939 Register, taken 
in September 1939. Available on the family history websites, this shows the adults living at each 
house, together with their occupation and date of birth. In the gardens at Dorney Court were living 
three members of the Jordan family – James born in 1876, who was the head gardener, Alice born in 
1889 whose occupation (like many women!) was given as “unpaid domestic duties”, and William born 
in 1913 who was the vegetable gardener. 

Another useful source is Kelly’s Directories, which you can find transcribed on the Dorney History 
Group website for various years between 1864 and 1939. These are a less comprehensive listing of 
residents, covering only the more affluent private residents, and businesses, which in Dorney were 
mainly farmers plus a sprinkling of tradespeople. Through these directories, we can see that The 
Cottage was occupied by a Miss Sopper in 1903 and 1907, and by Albert Armytage in 1911, 1915 and 
1924.  

If your house predates 1911, then you can find transcripts of the censuses taken every 10 years 
between 1841 and 1911 on the Dorney History Group website. With increasing levels of detail, the 
census lists all the inhabitants of each household. We can see, for example, that in 1901 the Post 
Office was lived in by Edward Grove, who was also a baker and grocer, his wife and two grown-up 
children. The originals of the census returns can be viewed on the family history websites. 

For those lucky enough to live in a house dating from the early 19 th century or before, you should be 
able to identify it on the Tithe Map of 1844 on the Dorney History Group website. The numbers 
marked on the map are then listed in the schedule which names the owner and occupier for each plot 
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or property. This shows, for example, that the Palmer Arms was owned by John Palmer and occupied 
by Thomas White. Many of the buildings in the village were occupied by several people, so must at 
that time have been a row of cottages. 

Once you have established the names of the people who lived in your house, how can you find out 
more about them? You could use the standard techniques of family history research – finding their 
births, marriages and deaths to build up a picture of their family structure. Simply googling their name 
may reveal interesting facts. A quick search on the name of a former owner of our house tells us that 
he was awarded an MBE in 1945, probably for his services as works manager for McMichael in 
Slough during the war, when they produced a variety of equipment for the armed forces. Local studies 
sections in libraries hold books and other material which may yield useful information. 

The final source I want to mention is old newspapers. While it’s true you can’t believe everything you 
read in the press, they are an invaluable resource for filling in the detail of people’s lives. You can 
search online at the British Newspaper Archive, another website for which you have to pay. (If you 
have a Bucks library card, you can have free access to an alternative newspaper website as part of 
their online services). Perhaps the most useful newspaper the British Newspaper Archive includes for 
our area is the Windsor and Eton Express, with good coverage between 1812 and 1912. Many 
individual names are mentioned. Random examples are a letter from ET Bartlett at the Hermitage in 
Dorney, in July 1912, about the restoration of Dorney Church, and another from him in December 
1911 about Slough Sewage Farm; Dr Walters, of Dorney, who treated the injured after a serious car 
accident in March 1911, and was mentioned again in May 1910, this time as Dr JH Waters, at an 
inquest into the death of William Bagley, a carpenter who had lived in Dorney for 12 years; and a 
dozen named girl pupils at Dorney School awarded prizes for needlework in August 1912 at Eton Wick 
Horticultural Society show. These may seem insignificant fragments, but together they may help to 
build up a picture of the people who lived in your house. 

Virginia Silvester 

The Dorney History Group 
www.dorney-history-group.org.uk 

Our purpose is to conserve and preserve the history of Dorney 

Recent Updates to the website: 

February 2019: Historical Notes on Dorney Parish and Church by Rev. A.C. Adcock (Vicar), 1949.  
These Notes, in a 16-page booklet, provide "a certain amount of information which is likely to be 
interesting to present-day parishioners and visitors. The people of Dorney ought to know something 
about the place they live in; they have a goodly heritage which includes a beautiful parish church; and 
they have a duty to hand on this heritage unspoiled to their successors. One of the aims of historical 
writing is to make us aware of such gifts and such duties". 

January 2019: Dorney and Boveney [inc Lake End] Tithe Apportionment Schedule & Maps 1844/86. 
These record the owners and tenants of all of the land and property in Dorney, Boveney and Lake End 
in 1844/86.  

September 2018: Dorney Manor Court Rolls: 1514 to 1949. [In progress] 
The Dorney History Group has been given access to the Dorney Manor Court Rolls from 1514 to 1949. 
We would like to thank the Palmer family for their kind assistance to enable these important records 
of the village life of Dorney to be made public. 

August 2018: The Natural History and Archaeology of Dorney. 
We are delighted to be able to provide a new section dedicated to these important and fascinating 
subjects. We must thank Peter Tyler, especially, for his tireless and professional efforts to record and 
comment on the Natural History of Dorney Parish. Thanks are also given to Eton College, the 
Environment Agency and Historic England for the two archaeological records of the area. 

August 2018: The NADFAS Church Record of St James the Less, Dorney 2013 
This Record comprises 226 pages of detailed study of the furnishings, artefacts and some of the fabric 
of the church at that time. 
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The Editor, Dorney Parish News. 

Sir, 

It has recently been suggested in this magazine that the parish might be better served under 

the auspices of the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead and I was therefore pleased 

to read Jill Dax’s article entitled ‘The DNA of Dorney’ reminding us that our pleasant 

environment is in some measure due to our historical determination to remain in South Bucks. 

On more than one occasion Windsor & Maidenhead Council has laid claim to Dorney, but 

fearful of Berkshire’s attitude to education and planning and the expansionist nature of 

Maidenhead, parishioners, supported by the Boundary Commission, were united in opposing 

all takeover bids.  

In the past, threats have come from outside the parish; now there are stirrings within, and 

incentives including an Advantage Card and a reduction in Council Tax have been cast before 

us. 

Now I am sure we have some dissatisfaction with South Bucks District Council, but I think we 

should be very wary of jumping into the Royal Borough’s bed and risking the preservation of 

the local environment for possible monetary reward. 

Charles Cody.    Dorney Reach. 

Something New 

There is a group which meets for coffee, biscuits, an activity and a natter in the Village Hall at 

around 10.30am on the third Tuesday of each month. The group is called ‘Something New’. 

If you’re available at that time, do please come along and join in! 

The June meeting enjoyed a talk by Peter Tyler called ‘Where There Is No Supermarket’ 

based on his family’s experience of working in Botswana. The previous meeting saw Jean 

Tyler share with the group her collection of historic post cards. 

The next meeting will be on July 17th as David Stacey talks from first-hand experience of the 

work of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

No meeting is planned for August. 
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Visiting Dorney Lake 

Dorney Lake is a privately owned site, and access to members of the public is 
welcome unless we are hosting a sporting or private event.  

During certain events, the site is closed to avoid potential conflict between 

pedestrians and dogs, with runners, triathlon cycling or rowing crew. 
Please check the events calendar below for forthcoming events, as public 

access may be restricted or not permitted on certain event days.  

Please call us on 01753 832756 for the most up to date information. 

July 2019 

Saturday 6th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed all day 

Saturday 13th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

August 2019 

Sunday 4th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed until 1.30pm 

Saturday 10th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed all day 
Sunday 11th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed until 1.30pm 

Saturday 17th – Private Triathlon - car park & footpaths closed all day 

Sunday 18th – Rollerski - car park & footpaths open 

*Also, please can we ask that the paths nearest to the lake are kept free, as this is the

coaching path for rowing coaches to cycle alongside their rowers to give training

instructions. 
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Dorney Village Hall 
www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 

Dorney Village Hall has a large main area with stage, a smaller annexed room, 
kitchen and store rooms. 

It is served by a large private car park and adjacent there is a tennis court, a 
playground and a playing field. 

It is used by residents for a multitude of activities such as dancing classes, keep fit, 
children’s nursery, badminton, horticultural and hired out for parties, dances and 

weddings. 

The management committee welcomes non-residents, organisations, clubs, 
businesses, and societies to hire the halls. 

Main hall: 15 x 7.4m, ceiling height 7m 
Fixed stage with curtains: 4.5 x 6m  

Annexe: 9.8 x 3.5m, ceiling height 2m 

Licensed to seat 100 people 
Children’s tables and chairs available 
Beechwood suspended dance floor 

75 space free car park 

From £12 per hour (minimum of 3 hours) for Dorney Parish Residents 

Bookings:  
01628 200900 

Email: enquiries@dorneyvillagehall.com 

Online on www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 
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Find us: Parliament Lane, Burnham, Slough, SL1 8NU 

Call us to find out more: on 01628 667345  

Email: burnham.reception@hartfordcare.co.uk  

Providing Care, Comfort and Companionship 

in Burnham. 

Join us for “Tea for Two” on Tuesdays! 

Bring a friend to enjoy tea, freshly baked cakes, 

our newly decorated dining room and  

beautiful landscaped surroundings.  

We look forward to welcoming you, every    

second Tuesday of the month, at 2:30pm. 
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A Lakeside Walk 

Along Marsh Lane a significant length of our roadside embankment has been noisily reduced 
to tree stumps and covered with upwards of fifty truckloads of spoil. We face the prospect of 
several more months of disruption before the promised Smart M4 becomes a reality. 

I find it best to turn my back on the chaos and seek some pleasure from Dorney Rowing Lake 
although I am not a member of the rowing fraternity. It is some 20 years since the plans were 
implemented for the transformation of this 450 acre former arable field into a magnificent 
water sports amenity. In addition to the watercourse, great attention has been paid to creating 
the Park and Arboretum. The site has been landscaped so as to ensure that the surroundings 
are in sympathy with the Lake. There are woodland shelter belts interspersed with grassland 
areas and vistas including a distant view of Windsor Castle through the 'Millennium Lime 
Avenue'. Wildflower meadows provide habitat for increasingly diverse new flora and fauna. 

Over 30,000 trees and shrubs have been 
planted using a mixture of native species and 
some 'exotics'. The colourful panorama is 
delightful to observe over the seasons. A 
database is held of all of the plantings, many of 
which were donations from former Eton scholars 
and others wishing to mark a celebration or 
memory. 

In harmony with the 'Buckinghamshire 
Biodiversity Plan' the Lake hosts an ever-
increasing number of birds, mammals and 

invertebrates. Bird watchers have recorded sightings of up to 140 bird species that frequent 
the area, many passing through on their migratory journeys. 

Regrettably, whilst management of the Arboretum includes trying to provide a perfect habitat 
for wildlife, there is always a threat from pests and diseases. The seriousness of this risk must 
not be underestimated. The Lake has been forced to replant an established but badly 
diseased line of horse-chestnut trees. In Britain, some 60 million trees have been taken by 
Dutch Elm disease since 1987. Currently it is 
estimated that 80% of all ash trees in Britain will 
be affected by ash dieback disease and the 
species will disappear from our landscape 
within a few decades. In addition, there are at 
least twenty pests and diseases accidentally 
introduced from abroad that are capable of 
reaching epidemic levels. Fortunately, effective 
countermeasures are available. For example, 
the charity Woodland Trust is aiming to plant 64 
million new trees over the next 10 years. 

Increasingly people are becoming aware of the value and benefits of simply taking a stroll 
among trees. The practice has been shown to reduce levels of the stress hormone cortisol 
and enable us to reconnect with the natural environment. Don't wait too long, try it for 
yourself. 

WAYFARER 
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Dorney History Group 

The Dorney History Group has no meetings, currently, but it has a wealth of 

information about Dorney’s past on its website: www.dorney-history-group.org.uk, 
with over 6,000 web visitors each year. 

Eton Wick History Group 

The Eton Wick History Group has been meeting regularly since 1992. Eton Wick and 

the surrounding area is rich in history and the village has a heritage dating back to 
1217. 

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm in Eton Wick Hall, Eton Wick, and everyone is welcome. 

Refreshments are served, and there is a charge of £2.00 to cover costs. 

Visitors and new members are always very welcome. 

2019 Programme 

10th July 2019 ‘Failed to Return: Amy Johnson and Leslie Howard’, with Mr 

Tony Easton 

11th September 2019 ‘Flora and Fauna of the Jubilee River’, with Mr Bill Stacey 

30th October 2019 ‘1919 and the Peace Conference’, with Mr Martin Davey 

11th December 2019 ‘The Early Days of Fire Fighting in Bray, Eton and Eton 
Wick’, with Mr Geoff Hayes 

Further details from: Teresa Stanton teresams35@virginmedia.com 

Hedgerley Historical Society 

Monthly Meetings of Hedgerley Historical Society take place at Hedgerley Memorial 

Hall, Kiln Lane, Hedgerley SL2 3UZ at 8pm (unless otherwise stated) and visitors are 

most welcome. 

2019 Programme 

July 12th (Friday) Wycombe Abbey - House and Grounds Tour plus Buffet Lunch. 

Booking required. £15 - closing date 19th June 2019. Meet 

11am Wycombe Abbey High Wycombe HP11 1PE 

July 17th ‘Apollo 11 50th Anniversary’ Martin Fry 

September 7th 
(Saturday) 

Day Trip to Bowood House (by coach) Bowood Caine WiltshireSN11 
OLZ. 
Capability Brown Garden Tour plus House and Gardens admission. 
Departing Spar Hedgerley Hill 9am returning 7pm. Tickets £30. 
Booking required - £5 deposit required balance in August 

September 18th ‘The Rothschilds and Tring’ Tim Amsden 

Further details from: John Lovelock 01753 647187 jdlovelock@btinternet.com 
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Dorney Parish News 
Published monthly (except January and August) 

Editors:  

Peter Bowman, Tumbleweeds, 12, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 

ODU  

peter.bowman@talktalk.net  Tel: 01628 623228  Mobile: 07889 912714 

Jean Spencer, Dorincourt, 45, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 ODT 

Tel: 01628 624213 

Editorial Board:  

The Editors, Jan Bowman 

Production:  
Bill Dax Tel: 07802 365448 

____________________________________________________ 

Distributors: 

Mr Cobb, Mrs Cox, Mrs Leishman, Mrs McCabe, 
Mr McGuinness, Mrs Oxlade, Mr Penfold, Mrs Richmond, Mr Schwartz 

Miss Snook, Mrs Tuddenham, Mrs Tyler, Mrs Wood-Dow 

RATE OF SUBSCRIPTION: £5 per annum for 10 issues 

The Editors are not responsible for the opinions of correspondents 

expressed in letters or articles published in this magazine. 

Advertising in Dorney Parish News 

Dorney Parish News is an A5 newsletter that is circulated monthly (except July and 

December) to residents and businesses in Dorney Village, Dorney Reach, Boveney 

and Lake End. 

Our current print run is 250. Estimated readership is around 400 people. There are 

approximately 300 residential properties in Dorney Parish. 

Rate Card: 

Contact:  Peter Bowman, Editor 

peter.bowman@talktalk.net 

01628 623228 

Advertising Rates Height mm Width mm 10 issues 1 issue

Full Page 190 130 £90 £12

Half Page 90 130 £50 £7

Third of a page (Horizontal) 60 130 £45 £6

Quarter Page (Horizontal) 45 130 £40 £5
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SUSAN HANDY SCHOOL OF DANCE

Acro Jazz      Crea	ve Dance  Adult Ballet

Ballet      Modern Jazz      Adult Tap 

Baby Ballet      Musical Theatre     GCSE Dance 

Ballet Stretch    Tap      Boys Syllabus 

Contemporary  Elite Dance Group 

ETON  WINDSOR  DATCHET  OLD WINDSOR  ICKENHAM  PYRFORD  WOKING  RICHMOND 

WWW.SUSANHANDYDANCE.CO.UK 
01753 542672 / 07515 270432    e: office@susanhandydance.co.uk
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BHS & ABRS Approved Riding School and Pony Club Centre 

Ri:ling School & Liverv 

Elm Farm, Boveney Road, Dorney Common 

NrWindsor, Berkshire, SL4 6QD 

We are a family run Riding School based on 
Dorney Common established for over 35 years! 

• Qualified lnstructors
• Lessons available from 7 years upwards
• Pony Rides available for children as young as 4.
• We offer very popular Birthday parties
• Large Indoor and Outdoor schools
• Pony Club and Own a Pony activity days
• Open 6 days a week, Tuesday-Sunday
• Gift Vouchers available through the website

For bookings and enquiries please call us on

01628 661275
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