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My Dream Garden – Aimee-Daisy Smith 

Winner Children’s Section (8+) – BEST EXHIBIT 

 

The Dorney and District Horticultural Society Annual Show 

was held on 31st August 2019 

For report and results, please see Pages 8 & 9 
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Diggers Den  1a Oak Stubbs Lane  Dorney Reach  Maidenhead  Berkshire  SL6 0DW 

Phone: 01628 639 366    Mobile: 07803 179962 
Email: mark@mashephard.builders 

M. A. Shephard Builders Ltd. are proud of our heritage and our

workmanship. We have been trading for over 30 years and, in that time, 

we have developed a professional relationship with suppliers, building 

surveyors and other professionals. 

We specialise in high quality workmanship in the fields of heritage work. 

using all the traditional methods and working with traditional materials. 

We usually carry out the full project from start to finish, taking all the 

pressure off you. If you want to project manage alongside us you are 

more than welcome. We also carry out all the following: 

• All types of Refurbishments

• New house builds

• Commercial to Domestic conversions

• Barn conversions

• All types of listed work

• General building works

• Decorating works
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ISSUE NO. 7/19          SEPTEMBER 2019  

EDITORIAL 

There was a song, I recall, called ‘Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer’…well, I hope many 

had some lazy days this summer, while Dorney went just a little crazy at times over issues 

about which the future looks, well, hazy. 

On Next Door an alarmed resident described the events outside Dorney Lake on July 25th, 

summer’s hottest day, as ‘carnage’. A fortnight earlier, almost without precedent, a large 

number of residents turned up at the July meeting of the PC alarmed at proposals from 

South Bucks DC to downgrade our Green Belt status and this magazine responded with a 

special online edition on reaction to the proposals. We were kept in the dark by Transport 

for Bucks over the cattle grid related closure of the B3026 as the planned outage was cut 

to a couple of days and then postponed altogether. As our allies the badgers ended their 

official breeding season, destruction around the Marsh Lane bridge intensified, but at least 

a demolition date became clearer (see page 26). 

By mid-afternoon on that scorching July day, traffic was at single file though Court Lane, 

hundreds of unwelcome visitors were in the site, the gates were closed, cars were parked 

randomly on both sides of Court Lane and up the Richmond Path and a carpet of nitrous 

oxide cannisters was accumulating. Double yellow lines, an increased security presence 

and enhanced police response have been mooted as the answer. But surely the eventual 

solution lies with ensuring all visitor parking is managed within the site, and those welcome 

or unwelcome guests are not forced back on to Dorney’s narrow roads.  

The South Bucks Local Plan proposes that Dorney Reach would lose Green Belt 

protection as land is released to enable ‘minor windfall development’ within its boundaries 

and that planning permission would be granted for infilling in Dorney Village for residential 

and economic development. At the July meeting, many residents seemed shocked and 

mystified that some councillors seemed not to share their concerns at the loss of such 

protected status, as they argued that it was hard for a Parish Council to judge the true 

feelings of all villagers, who might in reality gleefully anticipate a loosening of planning 

controls. August concluded with, I’m happy to report, a response from our council 

prepared by professional consultants which did oppose the Local Plan’s proposals for our 

village. I hope it was backed up by a good volume of response from us residents.    

It must be said that these issues got neighbours talking to each other. Our local social 

medium, Next Door, for a time was buzzing. I hope readers will air their views on these 

hazy issues in Dorney Parish News. In fact, I’m pleased to publish this month a detailed 

letter reacting to an article published in the previous issue. I’m really keen on publishing 

readers’ views. Some have suggested a monthly digest of opinion gleaned from local 

social media. I was less happy to receive an anonymous letter over the summer which 

objected to a regular feature we have been running and claiming to speak for a number of 

readers. I’d like to engage with that opinion, but anonymity makes that impossible. 

So, as we return with renewed vigour, let’s have lots of debate in these pages…but make 

sure your identity is not a kept a secret! 

Peter Bowman 
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BBBeeennneeefffiiiccceee   ooofff   EEEtttooonnn   wwwiiittthhh   EEEtttooonnn   WWWiiiccckkk   &&&   BBBooovvveeennneeeyyy   &&&   DDDooorrrnnneeeyyy   

Harvest 
fEstival 

St James the Less, Dorney 

29th September 9.30 a.m. 
Supporting Windsor Foodshare and The Children's Society
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Services in the Local Churches 
 

 

St James the Less, Dorney 
St. John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

St. John the Evangelist, Eton 

 

Vicar: Revd. La Stacey, The Vicarage,  
69a Eton Wick Road, Eton Wick, Windsor,  

SL4 6NE  

Tel: 01753 852268 email: 

revlastacey@gmail.com 
 

For information about our churches, activities and 

church history please see our parishes’ web site: 

www.stjohnstjamesed.org.uk 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Methodist Church, Eton Wick Alma Road, Eton Wick, SL4 6JZ 

Minister: Rev Margaret Dudley, 01753 867117 

Sunday  6.30pm Evening Service 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Burnham 
Parish Priest: Fr. Andy Richardson, 01628 605764 

Saturday  6pm  Vigil Mass 

Sunday  9.45am  Mass 
 

Rev La Stacey writes: 

Andrew Carnegie, the steel magnate and philanthropist, apparently often said: "He who 
dies rich, dies disgraced." 
 

Jesus told a story about a man who was a prize hoarder. He had a good harvest and found 
his barn wasn’t big enough. Instead of sharing it with others, (I wonder if he even gave his 
tithe to the temple), he tore down his normal barn and built himself a bigger barn. Jesus 
called him a fool for being rich towards himself and not rich towards God.  
 

Many of us have a bit of a tendency to hoard. It makes us feel safer. If we’ve got lots of 
stuff, then we’re ready for any eventuality: I have a coat if it is just gently drizzling; one for if 
it is raining a bit harder; one if it is summer drizzle and I need to be a bit posh; one for if it 
is raining a bit harder and I need to be a bit posh; a duffle coat for if it is colder; a cloak for 
if I have to do something around the church and it is really cold and windy... We hoard stuff 
for ourselves and layer up our identity to make sure we are secure and don’t feel 
vulnerable. It can be quite unsettling taking off those layers, giving stuff away and sharing 
our wealth, but not a bad discipline.  
 

There’s opportunity to share at the Harvest Festival in church on 29th September this year. 
We’ll be supporting SHOC (Slough Homeless our Concern) and The Children’s Society – 
we like to support one local and one international charity. If you have too many coats, bring 
one along! 
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Church Services in September 2019 
 
Sunday 1st September 
 9.30 am Holy Communion (said BCP)   St James the Less Dorney 
11.00 am Our Space (All Age Family Service) St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 4.30 pm Family Praise     St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 

Wednesday 4th September  
10.00am Holy Communion (said BCP)   St John the Evangelist Eton 
 
Sunday 8th September 
  9.30am Holy Communion     St James the Less Dorney 
11.00am Holy Communion     St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 4.30 pm Family Praise     St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 

Sunday 15th September 
  9.30am Holy Communion     St James the Less Dorney 

11.00am Morning Worship     St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 4.30 pm Family Praise     St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 
Wednesday 18th September 
10.00am Holy Communion (said BCP)   St John the Evangelist Eton 
  
Sunday 22nd September 
 9.30am Morning Worship     St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Holy Communion     St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 4.30 pm Family Praise     St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 
Sunday 29th September 
 9.30am Holy Communion (Harvest Festival) St James the Less Dorney 
11.00am Family Worship     St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
 4.30 pm Family Praise     St John the Baptist Eton Wick 
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THE DORNEY ANNUAL SHOW 

The Dorney Annual Show was held on Saturday, August 31st. After 66 years without a break, 

might the 2019 Show (organised by Dorney Horticultural Society) make claim to be the best ever? 

Well, it was a successful and happy day, but why the best? 

All events in any village fear declining participation. But if we compare this year with 2018, the 

number of exhibitors shot up from 31 to 50, and these intrepid competitors contributed over 200 

separate exhibits in contrast with 132 last summer. We can’t be exact about the numbers, but 

sitting on the enrolment desk, I had the distinct impression we were welcoming many first-time 

competitors and that welcome tended to be extended to whole households as parents and several 

offspring all had their individual entries. 

With all this going on, at last the children’s section began to expand back to past levels. The 

number and quality of Lego models, pictures, decorated pebbles and the rest warmed the heart! 

Stalwart handicraft entrant, Peter Pearson, donated a beautiful collection of wooden mice as 

prizes, and the plan is to award a number of ‘Dorney Mice’ to especially creative young entrants 

every year from now on. Aimee-Daisy Smith’s ‘My Dream Garden’ was judged a ‘best exhibit’ and 

if you look at this month’s front cover you can see her fine picture just as visitors to the Show saw 

it as they inspected the exhibits after the judging. 

DDHS owes a debt of gratitude to John Akerman for his support over the years. John once again 

was the Overall Show Winner and retained the DDHS Cup. Richard Mawdsley was judged Best 

Newcomer and dad Richard was ably supported by young Henry and Ophelia. 

Weather tends to offer a challenge and it would be great to see Fruit, Vegetables and Flowers 

flourishing again. Wendy Shephard’s biscuits were delicious, but alas, I didn’t sample Virginia 

Silvester’s tarragon pickle. Stuart Austin had the best handicrafts exhibit with a black and white 

photo of quite prodigious size! 

Thanks are due to all entrants, neighbours who came along in the afternoon, the judges (Jan 

Bowman, Andrea Alsworth and John Barker) and I’d like to add a special thank you to the 

Society’s chairman, Ron Alsworth who patiently and diligently keeps the whole affair running 

smoothly. 

See you all in 2020. 

Peter Bowman 
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DIVISION 1 - FRUIT & VEGETABLES
BEST EXHIBIT (Onions) John Akerman

OVERALL WINNER John Akerman

JUDGES SPECIAL AWARD (Tomatoes) John Akerman

DIVISION 2 - FLOWERS
BEST EXHIBIT (Perennials) Wendy Shephard

OVERALL WINNER (Dahlias) Bianca Akerman

DIVISION 3 - DOMESTIC SECTION
BEST EXHIBIT IN JAMS & PRESERVES (Tarragon Pickles) Virginia Silvester

BEST EXHIBIT IN PASTRY AND HOMEMADE (Ginger Biscuits) Wendy Shephard

OVERALL WINNER                             Joint - Nigel Tatschner
Joint - Wendy Shephard

DIVISION 4 - ADULT HANDICRAFTS
BEST EXHIBIT (Black and White Photograph) Stuart Austin

OVERALL WINNER (Hand made Yacht) Ken Barton

DIVISION 5 -CHILDRENS SECTION
BEST EXHIBIT (Children under 8 years old) Reuben Seels

OVERALL WINNER (Children under 8 years old) Henry Mawdsley

BEST EXHIBIT (Children 8 years old and over) Aimee-Daisy Smith

OVERALL WINNER (Children 8 years old and over) Eva Sharma

SPECIAL AWARD Dorney Mouse (under 8 years) Ophelia Mawdsley
SPECIAL AWARD Dorney Mouse (over 8 years) Eva Sharma

OVERALL SHOW WINNERS
EXHIBITOR WITH MOST ENTRIES (DDHS Cup) John Akerman

BEST NEWCOMER (Judges Special Award) Richard Mawdsley

OVERALL SHOW WINNER (Dorney Show Cup) John Akerman

DORNEY & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Awards 2019
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

On Your Bike: Route 1. 
 

I was reading with general interest Mr Paul Temple’s article when my attention was 
increased where he refers to part of the route as approaching a number of Dorney Reach 
riverside houses, and in his article he suggests “a reader and resident may 
advise”.  Therefore, as a 45-year resident of Dorney Reach, I thought I would accept the 
invitation and take the opportunity to respond, advise and inform. 
 

The riverside houses at Dorney Reach to which Mr Temple refers, plus the one adjacent 
downstream, all have Riparian Rights (and responsibilities) with Title to the river bank and 
to the centre of the River Thames as granted under Deeds of Sale from Col. Palmer of 
Dorney Court, the vendor, to the original purchasers of those parcels of land.  The land is 
privately, not publicly owned.  There is a right of way on foot across the land. The National 
Trails Office (NTO) in Holton has stated: “Virtually all of The Thames Path is privately owned 
and designated as a public footpath on which cyclists have no legal rights to ride unless they 
have permission from the landowner.  Cycling on a footpath is a trespass offence.” 
 

This designated footway 112 was adopted as part of the creation of the Thames Path and 
is restricted to a 1.5-metre-wide surface pathway; “suitable for two people to walk side-by-
side and to pass other people”.  The assessment of the Bucks/Berks/Oxon/NTO Thames 
Path pathway officers was that the width of the footpath was insufficient for mixed use, and 
it has never been formally designated as a cycleway. 
 

When the intermittent, hard surfacing was laid in 1999, NTO/BCC provided the initial black 
and yellow lettered signage, which states “No cycles”; it was originally proposed to be “No 
cycling”.  The gate signs were added more recently.  
 

A gate at the North end of the path has existed since well before 1951; before the Slough-
Maidenhead A4 by-pass Thames Bridge (now M4 bridge) was built. The gates are hardly a 
protection to privacy, but they offer modicum of cycle-calming for the benefit of pedestrians 
and for owners tending their properties.  
 

It is also not a bridle way. Likewise, it is not a motorcycle/motor-scooter track. In the case of 
motorised violations, the police have attended. In at least one incident it appears that the 
scooters were stolen.  Had there been injury to a pedestrian or cyclist, access for 
paramedics would have been limited and there would have been no insurance cover. 
Similarly, a walker being hit by a cyclist in a collision and being injured would have also little 
recourse. 
 

Mr Temple may not have noticed the Thames Path marker post on the river side of the path 
just to the North of the Summerleaze Bridge which bears three symbols and text relative to 
the pathway ahead (to the North): 1. Yellow Arrow - Thames Path National Trail – Public 
Footpath; 2. No Cycling symbol – Thames Path National Trails; and 3. National Trails Acorn 
symbol.  That appears to convey the position of the NTO Cycle Route 4 transfers over the 
bridge to the permissible path to Monkey Island Lane. 
 

Of Mr Temple’s advice: “…best to be courteous and dismount….”; that is, and always will 
be appreciated, because there are those who regard the footway as a cycle racetrack to be 
traversed at speed without consideration for other users.   
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There have been at least two serious incidents where cyclists have physically threatened 
Dorney Reach resident walkers; in one of the incidents, the cyclist additionally threatened 
to kill the elderly lady’s dog (which was on a lead); causing her a lot of distress.  Of course, 
such cyclists quickly pedal away when confronted by any more able-bodied witness. Verbal 
abuse is common when one points out the status of the footway.  Bells seem to be 
uncommon accessories for most cyclists today – my wife and her friend walking together 
were once charmingly alerted by two women cyclists with “Get out of the ‘extreme-expletive’ 
way!”.  There are many cyclists who are considerate and courteous, both lycra clad and 
otherwise, and pace themselves to enjoy the pleasures of the riverbank, dismount and 
engage in a friendly “hello” as they pass; sadly, they are not the majority. Although in recent 
times the ratio has improved. 
 

I am not anti-cycling – in my youth I cycled competitively and rode a couple of hundred miles 
or so per week - but I do object to those parties who believe they have a right to cycle 
wherever they please and over-ride the primary rights of others.  
 

Clive Randle 
Dorney Reach 
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Dorney Village Hall 
www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 

Dorney Village Hall has a large main area with stage, a smaller annexed room, 
kitchen and store rooms. 

It is served by a large private car park and adjacent there is a tennis court, a 
playground and a playing field. 

It is used by residents for a multitude of activities such as dancing classes, keep fit, 
children’s nursery, badminton, horticultural and hired out for parties, dances and 

weddings. 

The management committee welcomes non-residents, organisations, clubs, 
businesses, and societies to hire the halls. 

Main hall: 15 x 7.4m, ceiling height 7m 
Fixed stage with curtains: 4.5 x 6m  

Annexe: 9.8 x 3.5m, ceiling height 2m 

Licensed to seat 100 people 
Children’s tables and chairs available 
Beechwood suspended dance floor 

75 space free car park 

From £12 per hour (minimum of 3 hours) for Dorney Parish Residents 

Bookings:  
01628 200900 

Email: enquiries@dorneyvillagehall.com 

Online on www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 
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Heathrow Airport Expansion Consultation: ends 13th September 2019 
 
This is the third (but, you will be delighted to know, not the last!) consultation on the 
Heathrow Airport Expansion leading up to the 3rd Runway. The previous two were 
Consultation One and Airspace Principles (Jan/Mar 2018) and Airspace and Future 
Operations Consultation (Jan/Mar 2019). The results of these can be found at 
aec.heathrowconsultation.com (Our previous consultations). 
 
This Consultation runs until 13th September 2019 and gives you the opportunity to 
provide feedback on Heathrow’s proposals on: 
 

• Their Preferred Masterplan for expansion; 

• Their plans to operate the future airport; 

• Their preliminary assessment of the effects of the airport’s growth; 

• Their plans to manage the effects of expansion. 
 
Separate to this, there are two primary issues that are still being addressed that, clearly, 
have a direct impact on Dorney. Firstly, whether the 3rd Runway will actually be approved 
and, secondly, the planned consultation by the CAA on new flightpaths in 2022. For this, 
Heathrow are following the Civil Aviation Authority’s Airspace Change Process. This 
requires them to carry out ongoing airspace design work and stakeholder engagement to 
develop their flight path options. They are not consulting on airspace change as part of this 
consultation. 
 
Regarding the first issue – whether a 3rd runway will be permitted – it was interesting to 
hear our new Prime Minister’s answer to a question in Parliament on 25th July 2019:  
 
The PM hinted yesterday he might change Government policy on a third runway at 
Heathrow Airport. Mr Johnson told MPs he will “study the outcome of the court cases” in 
relation to the expansion of the west London airport “with a “lively interest.”  
The court cases are appeals to be heard in October at the High Court. 
 
RBWM, Eton Town Council, the Eton Community Association and many others continue to 
oppose the 3rd Runway and RBWM is directly involved in one of the court cases. 
 
Within this consultation, the main issue that directly impacts Dorney sits in the Future 

Operations/Early Growth section In September 2016 we published proposals explaining 
that we believed we could provide up to an additional 25,000 ATMs a year on our two 
existing runways. 
 
This adds 25,000 additional flights every year from 2022 and is achieved through more 
concentrated (safe) usage of the existing two runways. These flights will use the current 
flight paths. If you do not want these additional flights over Dorney, please say so in the 
relevant section of the online consultation. This can be found on 
aec.heathrowconsultation.com. 
 
Please don’t be put off by the 30 Topics and the Questions. You don’t have to answer all 
the Topics/Questions – just the ones you want to. 
 
Bill Dax 
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DORNEY SCHOOL 

 
 

RESPECT * COLLABORATE * GROW 
Headteacher: Mr O Lloyd 

 

School Caretaker Vacancy 
 
Required:  1st October 2019 or sooner for the right candidate (subject to satisfactory safeguarding checks) 
Role:    Part time - 25 hrs per week over a split shift, 52 weeks per year with 22 days paid holiday per year. 
Salary Range:  Starting at Grade 2 point 11, £19,077 per annum pro rata for the number of hours per week.  

Actual Salary from £12,890 per annum 
 
Dorney School is an ambitious up and coming school in a pleasant location.  We are seeking to appoint an 
enthusiastic caretaker with a can do attitude.  The successful candidate will be responsible for overseeing school 
security, including locking and unlocking the school on a daily basis, general maintenance including adhering to all 
the Health & Safety requirements and cleaning. 
 
The successful candidate will: 

• Contribute to the overall ethos and aims of the school. 

• Have a good knowledge of Health and Safety procedures and be willing to undertake training in these 
matters.  

• Work in a flexible and proactive manner. 

• Working hours: 
o During teaching days -7.30am to 9.30am. then from 3:30pm to 6.30pm Monday – Friday 
o During non-teaching days from 8am to 1pm Monday to Friday 

• Be willing to undertake some occasional weekend and evening work. 

Please visit the school website on www.dorneyschool.co.uk for a full job description, person specification and an 
application form or contact Mrs Leon Williams, Business Manager.  Completed application forms can be sent by 
email to office@dorneyschool.co.uk  Please note CVs are not accepted 

Closing date for applications is:  Friday 13th September 2019 
Interview date:    w/b 16th September 2019 
   
We reserve the right to appoint for this position prior to the above mention closing date. 
 
Dorney School is a member of the Beeches Learning and Development Trust, and is committed to safeguarding and 

promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share the 
commitment.  All posts are subject to an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service check and other relevant 

employment checks. 

Harcourt Close, Dorney Reach 
Maidenhead, SL6 0DY    
Tel: 01628 620871    
E-mail:     office@dorneyschool.co.uk  
Website: www.dorneyschool.co.uk 
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RINGING THE CHANGES 
 
A few years ago, this question was asked in a radio competition: “On the first day of a 
holiday you wake up disorientated. What single sound would indicate you could only be in 
Britain?” 
 

The answer is ‘church bells ringing changes.’ Except for very few old colonial towns 
around the world (I know of Sydney, Australia) - without being pedantic though, this holds 
good. 
 

In almost every village there lies a huge musical instrument lodged sometimes eighty feet 
or more above ground in towers five hundred years old and more, still performing almost 
as well as the day they were installed. What built now will still be around in five hundred 
years? 

 
Dorney is no exception and illustrates well the longevity of 
bells. Bear in mind that they are made of gun metal, can weigh 
over a ton, (Dorney’s are dear little bells) and rotate on a wheel 
on the end of a rope. One realises the incredible ingenuity of 
the people who made, tuned, transported and raised them onto 
massive oak frames at the top of church towers, in 1582 in 
Dorney’s case. Many of the old frames have been replaced by 
iron or steel over the years, and in some cases, the timber 
frame turned into a covered entrance outside, as in St. Peters 
at Iver. 
 
Dorney had four bells dating from 1582 with two added in 1961 
thanks to Eton College (Provost and Fellows) and Lt. Colonel 
P.D.S. Palmer and family, which makes them barely ‘run in’ in 
bell ringing terms. 
 

    One of Dorney’s Bells 
 

Like all professions and callings, bell ringing has a jargon of its own with calls of “trebles 
going…she’s gone”. The ropes are rather obviously…er... ropes and the furry bit in the 
rope is a ‘sally’ (??? Me too!) and arranged in a circle in descending order so as not to 
confuse the simple minded like me. The bells, however, are mounted so that they swing in 
different directions so, if rung together, they don’t tear down the tower. 
 

Consider therefore, large bells the weights of a Fiat 500 up to a Jaguar, all turning through 
slightly more than 180 degrees on huge wheels each controlled by humans of varying skill 
levels, and you can have a potential problem. Please please, if you ever visit the ringing 
chamber in any church, don’t touch anything as this Jaguar may be balanced on a bit of 
wood ready to hurtle down on a touch of the rope. The result could make one’s eyes 
water!  
 

Because they are swung on wheels, it’s only possible to slow them or quicken them 
slightly. Starting with a descending scale, it is only possible to change with the bell that’s 
following you; hence tunes as such are a non - starter, but these changes can be multiple 
with all six or eight changing together in a sort of mathematical method. These were 
worked out by very clever Monks with quill and candlelight hundreds of years ago and 
called, believe it or not, methods. Clever lads those Monks! 
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Some were named after them. Monk Grandsire and Stedman are immortalised. Others 
were named after churches. Reverse Canterbury is but one. I feel particularly smug having 
recently learned it. Very ‘senior league’ ringers ring whole peals of some methods where 
every conceivable change is made. These can go on for hours and drive the village 
crackers; hence they are rare. Mere mortals like me ring a quarter of a whole peal called, 
(that jargon again), quarter peals.  
 

These are rung usually in celebration of something, a birth in the ringing family, a 
‘significant’ birthday; we don’t need much of an excuse, but some are rung following a 
death of a ringer, or, I’m informed, a Bishop, and at the death of a year just before 
midnight. In such circumstances they are rung ‘half muffled’, that is a leather pad is 
strapped to one side of the clapper making a clear ‘ding ding ding ding ding ding’ followed 
by a haunting softer sound I can’t replicate on paper on the return swing. Rung well on a 
sombre occasion, there’s not a dry eye in the house. 
 

Parishes showed off their wealth, called ‘the living’ by the number of bells in the tower, so 
St. Marys in the wealthy parish of Slough had ten bells, Iver eight and poor Dorney only 
four until kind benefactors chipped in and added two.  
 

Some are very old and in a poor state, while others are simply magnificent. On a recent 
ringing tour (OK, I’ve heard the anorak jokes) we rang at several towers and the difference 
in ringing was like driving an old tractor compared to a smooth Rolls Royce.  
 

Sadly, ringers are hard to come by. While physical strength is not needed, size does 
matter, hence a twelve year old will start to learn and become competent at about the 
same time as other distractions, like education, take over, and some towers have gone 
silent after hundreds of years save for World War II where they were only to be rung as a 
warning of imminent invasion. 
 

At Dorney, we are lucky to have a dedicated band who also cover Hitcham and Cookham, 
but my last tower fell silent when I and another moved away. 
 

When you next hear the bells, consider paying us a visit. We won’t bite I promise, made up 
as we are of a charismatic Captain at Hitcham with his charmingly mixed bunch of various 
ages, occupations and skills. When I am ringing, I am in awe of the fact that another ringer 
from 1600 could walk in, understand all the jargon, ring the same methods, and the only 
unfamiliar thing to him or her would be the electric light! You’d be following in a long 
tradition. 
 

I am indebted to Bill Dax whose thorough research I shamelessly plundered in the writing 
of this article. 
 

As I write, I have learned of the tragic death of Thames Valley PC Andrew Harper, killed 
only a few miles away while keeping us safe, making all the above seem a little irrelevant. 
May I respectfully and humbly dedicate this small offering to his memory, to those who 
knew and loved him, and to all the brave men and women who put themselves into danger 
to keep us safe. Thank you for what you have done and continue to do for us. 
 
Mike Quincy (former member of the Metropolitan Police) 
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Day Date Activity Venue Time
SEP

Sun 1 Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 2
Tue 3 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm
Wed 4 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am
The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 5 Dorney Youth Club        (during 
term time)                                            
For Children of the Parish.                  

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 6
Sat 7 Private Triathlon & Run – car 

park and footpaths closed until 
2.00pm

Dorney Lake

Sun 8 Private Triathlon & Run – car 
park and footpaths closed until 
2.00pm

Dorney Lake

Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 9
Tue 10 Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm

The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon
Dorney Parish Council Meeting Dorney Village Hall 8 p.m.

Wed 11 Private Triathlon – car park & 
footpaths closed all day

Dorney Lake

Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am
Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am
The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 12 Dorney Youth Club        (during 
term time)                                            
For Children of the Parish.                  

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 13
Sat 14 Private Triathlon – car park 

and footpaths closed until 
2.00pm

Dorney Lake

Sun 15 Private Triathlon – car park 
and footpaths closed all day

Dorney Lake

Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Dorney Diary
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Day Date Activity Venue Time
SEP

Mon 16
Tue 17 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm
Something New Dorney Village Hall 10.30 to 12.30

Wed 18 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am
Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am
The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 19 Dorney Youth Club        (during 
term time)                                            
For Children of the Parish.                  

Dorney Village Hall 6 to 7.30 pm

Fri 20
Sat 21 Private Triathlon – car park 

and footpaths closed until 
2.00pm

Dorney Lake

Sun 22 Dorney Short Mat Bowls Club Dorney Village Hall 7 to 10 pm

Mon 23
Tue 24 The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Dorney Badminton Club Dorney Village Hall 8 to 10 pm
Wed 25 Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am

Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am
The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Thu 26
Fri 27
Sat 28 Private Triathlon – car park 

and footpaths closed all day
Dorney Lake

Yoga Class - Gentle Yoga Dorney Village Hall 10 am
Yoga Class - Chair Yoga Dorney Village Hall 11.45 am
The Charteris Club: Lunch Eton Wick Village Hall 12.00 noon

Sun 29 Private Triathlon – car park 
and footpaths closed all day

Dorney Lake

Mon 30

Contacts
Dorney Badminton Club Teresa McGuinness 07776364046
Dorney Youth Club Leanne Kittel 07919 484855
Something New Elaine Gyles 01753 841592

emgyles@gmail.com
Yoga Classes Bridget Taylor 07880 541111

bridget.taylor61@gmail.com
The Charteris Club Julie Chappell 07598 565091

Dorney Diary
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EXITS AND ENTRANCES ON DORNEY COMMON 

Along with drought and drench, our summer this year seems to constantly oscillate from damp 
humidity to an aridness that parches our gardens. Umbrella or parasol? As I write, we are going 
through a steady drizzle, and along with it, a continuous stream of guests in the form of friends 
and relatives that come to stay and re-connect. The constant bustle in the cottage is punctuated 
by the pop of a cork and ever mutating conversations, as one upon another make their entrance 
then exit. 

Amidst the activity of ever-changing bed linen, was an ongoing kitchen smorgasbord (my Swedish 
heritage) realising this would be an easy way to quench and satisfy the appetites of all those 
smiling faces that cheered us throughout summer. This was particularly relevant as many know 
my culinary skills would not be able to keep up with so many palate preferences!  At the tail end of 
this arrives my cousin once removed, Maria, from Laguna Hills, just outside Los Angeles, for an 8 
day stay. Having never met before, it was a revelation or two later, that after dissecting our 
ancestors, we managed to jigsaw together our very diverse family history, merging those from 
across the pond into the appropriate lineage pigeonhole. Colloquially, being from ‘across the 
pond’ mystified her, but now becoming more fluent in the local lingo she understands the 
subtleties of our humour.  

However, it gave us the greatest pleasure to show Maria our local hotspots, a trawl through the 
highlights of our beautiful heritage including the spectacular Tudor jewel of Dorney Court to our 
charming 12th century Mary Magdalene in Boveney. The longest day, racking up 27,600 steps, 
was a French Brothers boat ride down the Thames, Windsor town by foot, Windsor Castle tour of 
the State Apartments, St. George’s Chapel then a finale pitstop at Windsor racecourse to explain 
what the Tote is and have a flutter. This is now all, and much more, on Facebook, posted, shared, 
liked and going viral in California. Two mobiles and a battery charger never left Maria’s hands, 
with photos of absolutely everything documenting our journey. 

Stepping back and looking again at where we live, I realise with fresh eyes how wonderful it is, 
how well preserved and steeped in ancient history; despite swollen ankles, a tongue dry from 
wagging, the constant fatigue was very much worth the effort, and I felt….well I felt amazingly 
proud! Videos were posted on FB of every blade of grass, along with eleventy-eight of me 
explaining exactly what happened at Skindles in the 70’s and a rather sketchy guide of our 
historical buildings. However, it had to be made clear to her that the majority of Brits do not live in 
timber framed old houses with rising damp and no foundations. Normal houses here have flat 
floors, straight walls and when it rains the wind and wet does not whistle through the cracks in the 
panes.  

Earlier in the summer, the Maidenhead Drama Guild’s summer comedy production of ‘A Bunch of 
Amateurs’ opened in Norden Farm studio. The rehearsals nearly went well, a small blip at the end 
when my husband Dave finally turned up for a rehearsal, strode on centre stage and dried. ‘Oh 
dear! I can’t remember any of my lines!’ he shamefully exclaimed, but fortuitously went on to be 
word perfect when we opened 5 days later. With a full house on most nights, it was with delight 
that a rare profit was made, with a celebratory chink all round. This was probably due to our tight 
fisted and resourceful Director, Jenny, and yours truly as Production Manager, making imaginative 
upcycling efforts coupled with persuasive beg and borrow pleas.  
As this successful run closed, the Panto trousers were pulled down to reveal the plan for this 
winter. The Dick Whittington Preview was held here at the cottage, so the morning of the event 
saw me stringing up our bunting and my husband hauling out his PA system ready for the 
onslaught of actors and would-be’s to eye up the opportunities. It was seven days just before this 
preparation took place that my husband Dave suddenly realised that he had dug up our driveway, 
(part of his garden refurbishment) and realised that potentially 60-odd people would soon be 
arriving in cars! No entrances or exits available! 
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His friend Mike, the drummer, offered help, and expertly handled the mini digger to move 
mountains of rubble and earth, whilst Dave wielded his spade frantically, eventually moving 5 tons 
of hardcore scalpings in the following five days on his tod. All was well as our guests arrived, 
including much appreciated support from our Editor, PB, who with his wife Jan, joined in the giant 
picnic that sprawled across the lawn. The Director, an old Panto Dame with knowledge under his 
belt, delivered his hopes and aspirations to the crowd basking in the sun enjoying their al fresco, 
with one hand on their Pinot and the other holding their sausage roll.  
 
Each year this Christmas production gets bigger and bigger, and each year the production team 
are reminded that a budget means no overspend. This year I took on set design and dressing, a 
new addition to my usual props and making of horrendously large impossibly problematic objects. 
It was a welcome change to take charge of the creatives in its entirety. One of the items for Dick is 
a huge ‘Game of Thrones’ throne, a thing which we now have half-way built, knives protruding 
from every angle, so you will need to come and see this at the Desborough Suite in Maidenhead 
Town Hall to appreciate the complexity, and to be able to pass judgement. 
 
Now as the end of August approaches, the final preparations for our annual Dorney Horticultural 
Show take place. Hopefully, we will receive many entries of everything home-grown, home-made 
or home-crafted, to whet the eye of the judges that give fateful decisions. Either way, win or lose, 
community events bring residents together, friendships are formed, with all entrances embraced 
but hopefully when exiting they make plans to come along to the next occasion. Our programme 
this Autumn includes a very interesting amusing speaker at our Harvest Supper, and more 
musical talent at our pre-Christmas event, along with the usual delicious home-cooked fare 
cooked locally by our favourite publican Chrys. Do come along to post, share and like, and don’t 
forget to take a photo or two. 
 
Kristina Perkins 
Dells Cottage 
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TAPLOW STATION 
 

Taplow station is a familiar place to many of us from Dorney, as our nearest railway station, 
with access to London and Reading and the whole railway network beyond. As it is currently 
undergoing major change, it seems a good time to look back at its history. 
 

The Great Western Railway was the third major line from London to be built and was 
designed to link Bristol to the capital. Construction was managed by Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel, and it took only three years before the first section of the line opened from 
Paddington on 4 June 1838. This terminated at the original Taplow station, then called 
Maidenhead station. The platforms were on the embankment just west of the bridge which 
carries the railway over the A4, and access to them was via stairs built into the bridge. A 
contemporary illustration shows two simple but stylish wooden station buildings. Eight trains 
each way were scheduled to run, with six on Sundays, but reliability was poor in these early 
days. Single fares from Paddington to Taplow ranged from 3s 6d in an open carriage to 5s 
6d in a first-class coach.  
 

The line was extended to Twyford a year later, and then in stages beyond, reaching Bristol 
in 1841. The station was renamed Maidenhead and Taplow in 1854. A guide to the Great 
Western Railway published in 1852 describes the area as “…a most beautiful 
district…dotted with pleasant, well-kept villas, intersected with umbrageous up and down 
lanes, with hedges abounding in wild-flowers.” By this time, the railway was no longer a 
novelty, but an accepted means of transport, and the GWR carried nearly 2 million 
passengers in the first half of 1852. 
 

Maidenhead got its own station in 1871, when the old station was renamed Taplow. A year 
later, that closed, and Taplow station reopened at the site we know today. The core of the 
present station buildings date from this time, and still display fine decorative brick and 
stonework. By 1900, the old station was described having been a wretched wooden shanty, 
of which no trace remained. 
Brunel had constructed the GWR as a broad-gauge line, unlike all the other railways. 
Eventually this became untenable, and it was gradually converted to mixed gauge. The 
original two running lines also proved inadequate, and the track was progressively 
quadrupled, reaching Taplow in 1884. A covered footbridge was installed to connect all four 
platforms. This was a very attractive structure, with ornate iron lattice work and wooden 
valance, noted in the National Trust Book of Bridges (1984) as exceptionally elegant. 
 

The station environment was further enhanced by circular flower beds on the central 
platform. A photograph taken in 1913 shows a mature tree growing in one of these, so they 
must have been in existence for some time before that. 
 

In 1900, the Railway Magazine wrote that “Probably no place in England has, in proportion 
to its population, a handsomer station or a better supply of trains than Taplow”. It went on 
to note the convenience of the station to nearby great houses such as Cliveden, and the 
somewhat surprising inclusion in the timetable of several fast services to Paddington, direct 
or with only one stop. A non-stop train, in these days of steam, took only half an hour to run 
from Taplow to the London terminus. This good level of service, remnants of which still 
existed in the 1980s, was said to be because some senior GWR directors/shareholders lived 
nearby, and Taplow was their local station. Slip coaches were also used; passengers for 
London would board the slip coach, left in a siding, which was then picked up by the express 
train as it ran through, and would be dropped off on the return journey. 
 

Recollections by Rodney Pain, whose family lived at Ye Meads, describe the station in the 
1920s, with the “pretty wooden bridge” between the platforms and “the crowd of business 
types with their bowler hats, tightly rolled brollies, and Daily Mails”. 

22



 

As well as passenger services, Taplow station handled goods in the area east of Station 
Road. North of the main lines, there were cattle pens, and a siding ran down into the land 
where flats and houses have recently been built. In the 1930s, there was a link across 
Institute Road towards a sand and gravel pit served by a separate internal rail network. 
South of the railway were more sidings and a goods shed. Michael Twist, whose family 
farmed on the Burnham Estate, recalled sending sheep to the Royal Show in Newcastle via 
Taplow station, in a specially constructed horse-drawn sheep van loaded onto a flat railway 
truck. On another occasion, they received a calf there, brought in the guard’s van of a 
passenger train. 
 

Over the years since its Victorian heyday, Taplow station has seen many changes. During 
the Second World War, it was used to offload tanks destined for storage at Slough Trading 
Estate, while there was a large barbed wire dump by the northern siding. Two signal boxes, 
one on top of the footbridge, were replaced by a single one in 1930, which finally closed in 
1974. The building on platform one which had housed a ticket office and waiting room was 
demolished, and the ornate lanterns which used to hang from the footbridge were removed. 
Steam trains were replaced by diesel in the mid-1960s. 
 

The goods shed closed in the 1960s, and from 1966 to 1967 was home to locomotives 
acquired by the Great Western Society, before they moved to their current base at Didcot. 
The goods shed was then demolished, but lives on in a kit model produced for railway 
modellers. 
 

A major refurbishment took place in 2006, in preparation for the World Rowing 
Championships at Dorney Lake. At a cost of £250k, work included renovation of the 
footbridge and renewal of the circular flower beds. The Taplow Rail Users Group was active 
at this time and took over the disused waiting room in the main station building, where 
historical material was collected and occasionally displayed. This group merged in 2013 with 
the Marlow-Maidenhead Passengers Association. 
 

And so we come to the present day, with 281,000 passengers using the station in 2017/8. 
The landscape of Taplow station has been forever altered by the installation of tall gantries 
carrying the electric lines to power a new era of rolling stock. Operation of the station itself 
has been taken over by TfL (Transport for London) as a first step towards the eventual rollout 
of Crossrail. When complete, the new Elizabeth Line will link Taplow with Abbey Wood and 
Shenfield via the West End, the City and Docklands. It may also give us up to four trains an 
hour each way and a train service on Sundays. TfL is currently refurbishing the two waiting 
rooms, including the one on platform 3 which I don’t recall ever seeing open. The station 
retains some attractive Victorian features, including an operational post box in the wall on 
platform 4. 
 

Sadly, it is too late to save the old footbridge. Despite assurances that this bridge would be 
retained after Crossrail, its life came to an ignoble end after it was damaged by contractors 
in 2015. It was dismantled and has subsequently disappeared, last seen in a scrap yard in 
Hayes. A new footbridge, complete with lifts providing step free access, is now under 
construction while passengers currently use the second of two temporary bridges. Some of 
the flower beds remain, but there has been significant damage during the construction work. 
 

We will no doubt gain a fast and hopefully efficient service to and across London, but it 
seems unlikely that a future commentator will describe Taplow station as handsome. 
 
Virginia Silvester 
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PETER BELCHER 

Peter Belcher passed away in June. Many will remember Peter fondly as a resident of 

Dorney Reach and as a very active Chair of Dorney Parish Council. Peter and Dot left 

Dorney for Worcestershire over a decade ago. We reprint here extracts from a eulogy of 

her dad delivered by Debbie Hakesley at his funeral. Debbie tells us that Dot would like to 

thank everyone for the beautiful cards and letters she and the family received and says 

that the donations made in his memory for the 'Friends of Pershore Community Hospital' 

raised over £900. 

Dad was the first-born son of Ron and Sybil Belcher, born on 29 April 1936 in Oxford.  He 

attended Southfield School, and was a keen Scouter, even cycling to Cornwall to attend 

activities.  After leaving school Dad served in the RAF, and then joined Hoover as a 

salesman.  It was at this time he met Mum – danced her socks off and married her in 

September 1959 on mum’s 21st birthday. Dad’s job took them to Leeds, Nottingham, 

Kingston and Pershore. 

It was whilst living here that dad came home from work and declared that he’d left 

Hoover!! Big bombshell to mum as she didn’t have any idea and had two children under 4 

to look after.  So, dad decided to sign on as they had no other income. Never having done 

this before he dressed up in his best suit and attended the Unemployment Office!  He 

wasn’t out of work too long and became a typewriter salesman for IBM and he soon 

moved up the ladder. We moved to Hollywood (not the USA) and then in 1971 we moved 

to Dorney. 

Dad became an active member of the community, serving as a Parish Councillor, Church 

Warden, member of the PTA and together with Mum and their friends organised the best 

New Year’s Eve parties ever. They didn’t like the idea of anyone being on their own so 

arranged parties at the Village Hall for the locals. Some of you will remember the hilarity of 

the Rowing Song and the game with the spoon on a string! 

He took early retirement at the age of 56 and spent many a happy hour playing at 

Burnham Beeches Golf Club – but this was not enough for him so he went back to work as 

a consultant for IBM, training sales teams all over the world,  sometimes being 

accompanied by Mum who really enjoyed these trips. Eventually dad decided that he had 

had enough, and they made the decision to return to an area they knew and loved and 

moved to Charlton in 2003. 

Oh, country life – times slow down and you take things easy!! Not on your life.  Dad threw 

himself into golf at Evesham Golf Club, eventually becoming Seniors Captain and 

Chairman, which he loved. He then became treasurer of the Friends of Pershore Hospital. 

This role became a huge passion – nothing was ever too much trouble. He loved everyone 

and, from the messages we have received, everyone loved him!  I know that you will all 

agree with us that he was a lovely man who seemingly had all the time in the world for 

everyone.  We will miss the support he gave us all, even the dreadful jokes. Any man can 

be a father, but it takes a special person to be a dad! 
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Anything Goes! 
 

A Miscellany of Words & Music 
 
 

A fund raising event to help maintain  
the stained glass & the work of the Parish 

 
Sunday, 13 October 2019 

3.30 pm 
 

St John’s the Evangelist, Eton 
(above the doctor’s surgery) 

 
Tony & Richard Whennell 

Jane Speller 
 

Tickets £10 
 

To register your interest in attending the event please contact 
 

Katie Leach on 01753 863377 
or 07802 412 044 

katiebroady110@btinternet.com 
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M4 upgrade to smart motorway junctions 3 to12: Update 
 
Major milestones ahead  
 
Alongside the work taking place on the motorway itself, preparatory work is underway 
on several bridges to create space for the smart motorway.  
 

 
 
This includes the New Thames Bridge at Bray which is being widened to 
accommodate the completed smart motorway. A pontoon is in place to divert the 
footpath ahead of main work starting in 2020.  
 
The replacement of several bridges also starts in Autumn 2019.  
 
Recreation Ground Road overbridge, primarily a pedestrian and cycle route linking 
Datchet to Upton Court Park, will be demolished in late September. The M4 between 
junctions 5 and 6 will be closed over the weekend of 27 - 30 September 2019 for this 
activity. The new bridge will be in place by Summer 2020. Weekend closures start at 
approximately 20:00 on the Friday and finish by 06:00 on the Monday.  
 
Marsh Lane overbridge will be demolished in mid-November. The M4 between 
junctions 6 and 8/9 will be closed over the weekend of 15 - 18 November 2019 for 
this. Local traffic will be diverted via Lake End Road overbridge until the new 
Marsh Lane bridge is complete towards the end of 2020.  
 
Monkey Island Lane overbridge preparation work is well underway – construction of 
the new bridge will begin during the mid-November closure and the existing structure 
will remain in place until the replacement is ready.  
 
Huntercombe Spur overbridge at junction 7 will be demolished the weekend of 29 
November - 2 December 2019, and the M4 between junctions 6 and 8/9 will again be 
closed over the weekend. A temporary overbridge will be in place throughout the 
construction process. This will be installed during the weekend closure of 15 - 18 
November 2019 so that there will be minimal interruption to traffic on the junction. 
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Visiting Dorney Lake 
Dorney Lake is a privately owned site, and access to members of the public is welcome unless we 

are hosting a sporting or private event. During certain events, the site is closed to avoid potential conflict 

between pedestrians and dogs, with runners, triathlon cycling or rowing crew. 

Please check the events calendar below for forthcoming events, as public access may be restricted or not 

permitted on certain event days. Please call us on 01753 832756 for the most up to date information. 

September 2019 

Saturday 7th – Private Triathlon & Run – car park and footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

Sunday 8th - Private Triathlon & Run – car park and footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

Wednesday 11th - Private Triathlon – car park & footpaths closed all day 

Saturday 14th - Private Triathlon – car park and footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

Sunday 15th - Private Triathlon – car park and footpaths closed all day 

Saturday 21st - Private Triathlon – car park and footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th - Private Triathlon – car park and footpaths closed all day 

October 2019 

Sunday 13th – Private Run - car park & footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

Sunday 20th - Private Duathlon & Run – car park and footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

November 2019 

Saturday 16th - Private Run - car park & footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

Sunday 17th - Private Duathlon & Run - car park & footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

Sunday 24th – Private Run - car park & footpaths restricted between 1.00pm and 5.00pm 

December 2019 

Sunday 1st - Private triathlon - car park & footpaths closed all day 

Saturday 14th - Private Duathlon & Run - car park & footpaths closed until 2.00pm 

 

*Also, please can we ask that the paths nearest to the lake are kept free, as this is the coaching path for 

rowing coaches to cycle alongside their rowers to give training instructions. 
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The Parish Pump  
A summary of the July 2019 Dorney Parish Council Meeting 

 
The full Minutes can be found on www.dorney.org.uk 

  

• M4 Smartmotorway This topic was postponed because of the urgency of the Local Plan 
Consultation. Matt Orchard of Balfour Beatty later submitted a written report. The badger 
breeding season is over and under Natural England Licence they are working to close the 
setts. The Thames river path has been diverted under the New Thames bridge on to a 
pontoon in the river with no complaints yet from tow path users. Minor changes have been 
made to river warning signs following contact by the local rowing club. Preparatory work to 
enable the drilling of a new gas main under the motorway from Old Marsh Lame is being 
done in the garden of 2 Meadow Way (owned by Highways England). A temporary roadway 
to provide access to the Village Hall during the works is being installed in the garden. The 
Village Hall access track will be closed for two weeks around the middle of August. During 
the closure pedestrians will use the footway adjacent to the motorway retaining wall. 
Temporary access for vehicles will be controlled by temporary traffic lights with silent 
battery powered signals. A gate will be put on the temporary access with a combination 
padlock set to the same combination as the current lock allowing access for regular users. 

• SBDC Local Plan Consultation 25 members of the public attended this meeting. There 
was concern over the short time limit for responses to the Plan consultation and the lack of 
publicity about the process. Some had hoped for a public meeting to discuss the issue. 
Concern was focused on the proposed plan to remove Dorney Reach from the Green Belt. 
Cllr Smith, having expertise in the field of planning, said that the National Planning 
Framework updated in 2018 favoured keeping the Green Belt. Cllr Smith said that Dorney 
Reach was rather an anomaly as here was Green Belt land already built on. If Dorney 
Reach is removed from the GB, then GB restrictions would be removed. It was stressed 
that Trumpers Field will remain in the Green Belt. Dorney Parish Council, which represents 
the concerns of residents, would be discussing response at this meeting and would object. 
The Parish Council does not have the resources to canvas the opinion of each individual in 
the Parish on every matter but does work hard to look after the best interests of the Parish. 
Dorney PC urged everyone to respond to the consultation so that SBDC understands 
discontent with the Local Plan’s proposals. In these responses, sound and robust planning 
reasoning needs to be used.    

• Bucks CC report Cllr Dev Dhillon reported that the double yellow lines in Court Lane 
outside Dorney Lake’s entrance have been approved. There is no more news about the 
temporary roundabout. Transport for Bucks have recognised the problem of a fortnight’s 
road closure to repair the cattle grid, so now the grid will be built off-site before installation, 
so the Common Road closure is shortened to a maximum of 72 hours. Cllr Harris 
responded that RBWM are still closing the road for 10 days to install their cattle grid, so it is 
imperative that there is good signage giving advance warning and also to ensure that 
emergency services are made aware of the closure. Pedestrians and cyclists will still have 
access via the cattle grids’ side gates. Cllr Foxley had reported that the traffic lights at the 
end of Marsh Lane in Taplow by the police station are covered by vegetation and cannot be 
seen. 

• SBDC report Cllr Pepler reported that the temporary housing along the Bath Road had 
been completed to a good standard. It had been requested that the litter bins by the 
playground in Trumpers Field be emptied more frequently, but the information was that this 
was the Village Hall’s responsibility. It was pointed out that the public litter bins were the 
problem, so Cllr Pepler would make further enquiries. He was hoping for more information 
on Orchard Herbs Farm in a week’s time, but the difficulty in carrying out any enforcement 
is that the ownership keeps changing. 

• Councillor Vacancy This was deferred to the next meeting when a decision had been 
made over the two applications.  
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• Chairman’s Report Cllr Harris reported the sad demise of Peter Belcher, a past Chairman 
of Dorney Parish Council. The hard work necessary at the time of the Rowing Lake 
application was remembered. 

• Court Lane parking The Clerk confirmed that Eton College had now paid £5k towards the 
cost of the double yellow lines in Court Lane. 

• Change of Boundaries The Clerk confirmed the receipt of 10 emails from residents – 4 
wished to explore the advantages and disadvantages, 4 wanted to move to Berkshire and 2 
supported the status quo. Cllr Dax reported that she had 50 residents expressing interest. 
Cllr Harris said that residents should have gone through the official channel which was via 
the Clerk. The Clerk will make further enquiries as to process and if this issue remains a 
burning one a plan of the work involved will be made at the September meeting.  

• Village Clean Up Day Very few volunteers attended. It was felt that a Saturday morning 
would be a better time in future than Sunday afternoon. 

• Community Speed Watch Scheme Cllr Dax reported she has three volunteers and is 
waiting for a fourth. 

• Response to Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan It was agreed to object to the 
removal of Dorney Reach from the Green Belt as the rural community needs protecting, 
there was a need to maintain the openness of the area, and more pressure will be put on 
the infrastructure. Members will email the Clerk with any further comments and she will 
circulate the final response for approval. 

• Other complaints/comments from Residents Complaints still standing about the 
overgrown hedge in Huntercombe Lane South. After receiving complaints from residents 
about lack of information from the Parish Council, the next meeting will have an agenda 
item discussing a ‘Protocol for Communication’. 
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Find us: Parliament Lane, Burnham, Slough, SL1 8NU 

Call us to find out more: on 01628 667345  

Email: burnham.reception@hartfordcare.co.uk  

Providing Care, Comfort and Companionship 

in Burnham. 

Join us for “Tea for Two” on Tuesdays! 

Bring a friend to enjoy tea, freshly baked cakes, 

our newly decorated dining room and  

beautiful landscaped surroundings.  

We look forward to welcoming you, every    

second Tuesday of the month, at 2:30pm. 
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BIRD LIFE 
 

Records from the past twenty years of the occurrence of the birds that live in the 
Dorney area have been assembled to provide an insight and a reference source to 
what lives where. The total number of new species recorded was 43 and the richness 
of the range of species found was gratifying because it serves to highlight the 
importance of the natural environment of the Parish. 
  
In 2000 an effort was made to bring together the Dorney observations and records of 
aspects of the natural history made by amateur groups and individual enthusiasts. This 
included birds, plants, animals, insects etc. The results were summarised in the report 
'Natural History of Dorney Parish by Peter Tyler'. An examination of this historical 
material revealed that a total count of 129 species of birds has been observed until the 
Millennium. Now over the succeeding eighteen years, recognition and data recording 
has continued to add to the records for the birds. Verification of field observations is 
now common practice, and this helps to ensure all valid records are collated at 
national and regional levels. Also, there are many natural history groups who 
encourage and support keen naturalists. Their established websites are very useful.  
 
The British Trust for Ornithology and Birdlife deserves special mention. Sources of 
records for birds seen in the locality include the Bucks Bird Club database, Berkshire 
Bird Atlas and Bucks Bird Atlas together with personal records of local amateur 
ornithologists, especially Brian Clews from Cookham. Sightings are listed below from 
three locations. Our Dorney Common and the two main watercourses, Jubilee River 
and Dorney Lake have been highly attractive to migratory and colonising birds. (The 
river Thames is not listed separately.) In particular the Jubilee River (Wetland area) 
was predicted to afford good habitat opportunities and these hopes have been 
realised, New, verifiable records (for 2000-2018) are many and interesting -  
 
Dorney Lake                          Dorney Common                      Jubilee River (Dorney)  
 
Avocet                                     Cetti’s Warbler                          Barnacle Goose 
Bar-headed Goose                  Common Crossbill                   Bittern 
Black-tailed Godwit                 Garganey                                 Ferruginous Duck 
Common Scoter                      Green Sandpiper                     Goldeneye 
Glossy Ibis                               Hen Harrier                              Red-crested Pochard 
Grey Plover                             Jack Snipe                               Spoonbill 
Raven                                      Littler Stint                                Water Rail 
Red-crested Pochard               Mediterranean Gull                  Waxwing 
Rock Pipit                                 Montagu's Harrier 
Sandwich Tern                          Oystercatcher 
Sanderling                                Peregrine 
Snow Goose                             Pectoral Sandpiper 
Velvet Scoter                            Redstart 
Water Pipit                                Ringed Plover 
Whimbrel                                  Siberian Chiffchaff 
White Wagtail                           Waxwing 
Wigeon                                     White fronted Goose 
Yellow-legged Gull 
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The total number of new species recorded between the years 2000 and 2018 is 43. 
The choice of names given to birds is most imaginative! 
 
The location of Dorney has strategic importance because it affords a wildlife corridor 
whereby birds may pass between adjacent built-up areas. Specifically, this provides a 
bridge between Burnham Beeches and the Chilterns to the north and Windsor 
parkland to the south. We are fortunate to have access to picturesque, varied 
waterways, footpaths and open spaces. To mention just one thing in particular, this 
spring, the profusion of wildflowers and blossom, although delayed by cold weather, 
was delightful to observe. 
  

Wayfarer 
 
Editor’s note – the 2000 report by Peter Tyler and its 2018 update can be read 
on/downloaded from the Dorney History Group website: www.dorney-history-
group.org.uk in the Section: The Natural History and Archaeology of Dorney. 
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Dorney Parish News 
Published monthly (except January and August) 

Editors:  

Peter Bowman, Tumbleweeds, 12, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 

ODU  

peter.bowman@talktalk.net  Tel: 01628 623228  Mobile: 07889 912714 

Jean Spencer, Dorincourt, 45, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 ODT 

Tel: 01628 624213 

Editorial Board:  

The Editors, Jan Bowman 

Production:  
Bill Dax Tel: 07802 365448 

____________________________________________________ 

Distributors: 

Mr Cobb, Mrs Cox, Mrs Leishman, Mrs McCabe, 
Mr McGuinness, Mrs Oxlade, Mr Penfold, Mrs Richmond, Mr Schwartz 

Miss Snook, Mrs Tuddenham, Mrs Tyler, Mrs Wood-Dow 

RATE OF SUBSCRIPTION: £5 per annum for 10 issues 

The Editors are not responsible for the opinions of correspondents 

expressed in letters or articles published in this magazine. 

Advertising in Dorney Parish News 

Dorney Parish News is an A5 newsletter that is circulated monthly (except July and 

December) to residents and businesses in Dorney Village, Dorney Reach, Boveney 

and Lake End. 

Our current print run is 250. Estimated readership is around 400 people. There are 

approximately 300 residential properties in Dorney Parish. 

Rate Card: 

Contact:  Peter Bowman, Editor 

peter.bowman@talktalk.net 

01628 623228 

Advertising Rates Height mm Width mm 10 issues 1 issue

Full Page 190 130 £90 £12

Half Page 90 130 £50 £7

Third of a page (Horizontal) 60 130 £45 £6

Quarter Page (Horizontal) 45 130 £40 £5
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BHS & ABRS Approved Riding School and Pony Club Centre 

Ri:ling School & Liverv 

Elm Farm, Boveney Road, Dorney Common 

NrWindsor, Berkshire, SL4 6QD 

We are a family run Riding School based on 
Dorney Common established for over 35 years! 

• Qualified lnstructors
• Lessons available from 7 years upwards
• Pony Rides available for children as young as 4.
• We offer very popular Birthday parties
• Large Indoor and Outdoor schools
• Pony Club and Own a Pony activity days
• Open 6 days a week, Tuesday-Sunday
• Gift Vouchers available through the website

For bookings and enquiries please call us on

01628 661275
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