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ISSUE NO. 8/20 OCTOBER  2020 

EDITORIAL 

As these words are written, we are all facing a period of uncertainty and anxiety. Most 

readers will be concerned about the health and security of themselves, their loved ones 

and their friends. I am acutely aware, therefore, that it might seem self- indulgent for the 

Editorial in this edition of ‘Dorney Parish News’ to be concerned with, well, ‘Dorney 

Parish News’. 

Turn to the coverage of the latest meeting of Dorney Parish Council as reported in the 

‘Parish Pump’. You might think that an excessive amount of time, and therefore words, 

were given over to a strangely intense attack on your parish magazine by some of the 

councillors. The motive for this seems to be an article the editor wrote suggesting that 

our Parish Council, and we residents, would benefit if they, as a body or individually, 

embraced the means of communication available to them, both online and offline, as is 

very much the norm with neighbouring councils and communities. Suggestions that 

Nextdoor, an online platform already used by over two thirds of Dorney households, 

and very many councils up and down the land, might feature in their communication, 

provokes particular anger among our councillors.   

We may well not have returned to this issue in an editorial had it not been minuted that 

the Council were ‘sad to see that there have been derogatory remarks made on 

Nextdoor and DPN about the Council’. We refute this – most comment on issues 

involving the Parish Council on Nextdoor have been constructive, moderate and 

sometimes humorous. We have asked councillors to quote the exact instances when 

this magazine has expressed a ‘low opinion’ (the dictionary definition of ‘derogatory’) of 

the Council, either as a body or as individuals. On the other hand, a critique of policy, if 

that represents a body of Dorney opinion, should not be subject to attacks like this. 

Times are hard. People are reflecting on these times. Fortunately, there is a world 

beyond that of councils, minutes, planning appeals and petitions. After all we’ve written 

so far, I am pleased that much of this issue reflects a quieter, more thoughtful world. 

Prior to recent steps taken by the government, ‘return’ was the main theme, especially 

for children. We have moving accounts written by staff members of both Dorney School 

and Thames Valley Adventure Playground on their attempts to chart a way back to 

normality. Many thinkers are saying the normality to which the world returns should be 

modified by lessons learnt during our experience of the pandemic. Our vicar, La 

Stacey, considers aspects of these ideas. Two of our chroniclers of everyday events in 

these parts, Kristina Perkins and Mike Quincey, take new perspectives. Kristina reflects 

on the lifestyle of a far away village community in Cumbria, while Mike muses on how 

our everyday frustrations can evaporate in the face of harsher reality. Thea Pine even 

puts spats about social media in a refreshing context. Virginia Silvester, in minutely 

describing this area’s fortunes during another serious crisis nearly four hundred years 

ago, demonstrates the consequences for societies riven by division. Like these writers, 

this magazine will aim to be ‘derogatory’ to no one. But we do not intend that the 

editorial team, which we plan to enlarge and broaden, or residents who comment in our 

pages, will stop being healthily critical. 
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Email to Parish Clerk regarding the recording and publishing of future Dorney 
Parish Council meetings. 

25th September 2020 

Sue,  

As you know, Dorney Parish News has been enthusiastic in reporting the Parish 
Council meetings and the Annual Parish Meeting. 

You will be aware, especially after the discussion at the end of the September Zoom 
meeting, of our desire to assist in improving the communication between the Parish 
Council and residents. 

In order to move this forward, we have carefully considered the document provided 
by The Department for Communities and Local Government in August 2014 - “Open 
and accountable local government. A guide for the press and public on attending 
and reporting meetings of local government” – which is most helpful. 

The Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014 “are designed to make local 
councils more transparent and accountable to their local communities”, which is an 
objective that we would all support. 

These Regulations “help any members of the press and public who want to know 
about, view or report the work of local government bodies. 

The “press” is defined in the widest terms – including traditional print media, filming 
crews, hyper-local journalists and bloggers. 

The new national rules have increased your rights to film, audio-record, take 
photographs, and use social media such as tweeting and blogging to report the 
proceedings of all such meetings that are open to the public.” 

Dorney Parish News has been excited by the relatively large number of people that 
have viewed recorded Parish Council meetings when they have been posted online 
– even for small villages which are similar to Dorney. Hundreds of views have been
recorded for individual council meetings, which is most encouraging.

Consequently, we have decided that, in order to further improve the contribution of 
Dorney Parish News towards the increased transparency and accountability of 
Dorney Parish Council to residents, we will video record all future Dorney Parish 
Council meetings and make them available via a Dorney Parish News public 
channel on YouTube, starting with the October 2020 meeting. 

Since we took this decision, we note that Burnham Parish Council have recorded 
their meeting of September 21st and that recording is now available on YouTube. 

While Dorney Parish Council is conducting meetings by Zoom, we will be using their 
recording facilities to record the meeting. The participant who will be managing the 
Dorney Parish News recordings will be Bill Dax. He will not participate in the 
meeting. 

If and when the meetings revert to normal meetings, we will arrange for suitable, 
non-invasive recording equipment to be used. 

Peter Bowman 
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JANE MORGAN DRESSES 

EVENING DRESS/PROM DRESS HIRE & SALES 

Sizes 0-20, competitively priced

In-house seamstress to ensure the perfect fit 

By appointment only, 6 days a week 

07887 994222 

jane@janemorgan.co.uk 

www.janemorgandresshire.co.uk 

follow us on Facebook 

Village Road, Dorney, nr Windsor & Eton 
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Dorney Community 
www.dorneycommunity.org.uk 

September 2020 Update 

Project Update See Page 

Jubilee River 
Clear Up 

Volunteers have had a busy summer. Very positive 
comments made about the improvement to the 
environment due to the litter-picking.  

16 

Full Fibre 
Broadband 

Available to a few houses, currently, in Dorney. Speeds 
in excess of 50mbps being achieved. 

34 

Planning Orchard Herbs site: Large number of objections from 
the community to the “hotel” outline planning 
application. Some members of the community got Joy 
Morrissey M.P. involved, resulting in a letter from Bucks 
Council to her confirming that the vehicles/containers 
will be moved.  

12 

Roundmoor 
Ditch 

Lake End community researching current flooding 
problems and considering next steps. 

14 

Traffic Calming With the assistance of 73 residents, prepared a Traffic 
Calming outline for Dorney. 
Obtained the support of 183 residents and horse-riders 
in a petition which was accepted by Bucks Council. The 
following are the direct result of the community’s 
direction: 
Roundabout (DPC). Cllr Dhillon said he had been 
given the green light for the installation of a roundabout 
at this junction. Bucks Council are carrying out a road 
safety audit and design. He has asked Transport for 
Bucks for costings and will then ask Highways UK and 
Bucks Council for funding. 
MVAS signs. Two additional signs installed. One to be 
moved to the new Lake end Road bridge when 
completed. 
Speed Limits: Requested speed limit reductions to Cllr 
Dhillon - Marsh Lane/Court Lane, Lake End Road 
approaching Dorney from Sainsbury's and Common 
Road/Boveney Road. To be discussed at Beeches 
Community Board. 

37 

Footpaths, 
Cycleways and 
Bridleways 

Recent articles in Dorney Parish News indicate a strong 
interest in addressing this issue. Possible survey to be 
conducted of all footpaths, cycleways and bridleways to 
determine a suitable action plan. 

36 
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Services in the Local Churches 

St James the Less, Dorney
St. John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
St. John the Evangelist, Eton 

Vicar: Revd. La Stacey, The Vicarage,  
69a Eton Wick Road, Eton Wick, Windsor, 

SL4 6NE  
Tel: 01753 852268 email: 

revlastacey@gmail.com 

For information about our churches, activities and 
church history please see our parishes’ web site: 

www.stjohnstjamesed.org.uk 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Methodist Church, Eton Wick Alma Road, Eton Wick, SL4 6JZ 

Minister: Rev Margaret Dudley, 01753 867117 
Sunday  6.30pm Evening Service 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Burnham 

Parish Priest: Fr. Joseph Udoh, M.S.P. 01628 605764 
Saturday 6pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday 9.30am Mass 

Revd. La Stacey writes: 

Do you know the story of the landowner who went and hired some workers from the 
marketplace at the beginning of the day and agreed to pay them the going rate? A few 
hours later he went back and hired some of the others that no-one else had employed. 
After lunch he went and hired some more. And in the last hour of the working day, he went 
and invited the last stragglers to come and work for him. At the end of the day he 
summoned the last workers and paid them a whole day’s wage. Then he called the second 
to last ones and likewise paid them a day’s wage. And so it went on until he got to the 
workers he’d hired first – and he likewise paid them the day’s wage. They were somewhat 
miffed ‘cos they were expecting rather more; after all, they’d been working all day in the hot 
sun. Why should they just get the same amount as the ones who’d only worked for an 
hour? ‘Oooh,’ said the landowner, ‘are you envious because I am generous? I paid you the 
amount we had agreed. If I want to pay the late comers a living wage as well, surely that is 
my choice.’ 

Of course, that story is 2000 years old – Jesus told it - but some things don’t change! I 
wonder how many are waiting in our marketplaces now, desperate for someone to come 
and employ them. These are difficult times to be queueing in the jobs market. I wonder 
what life would look like if we did change our economic model. 
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Our current model is made up of winners and losers, with 
the gap between them growing ever bigger. There’s a book 
recently published called ‘The Tyranny of Merit: What’s 
Become of the Common Good?’ In it, Michael Sandel, a 
professor in political philosophy at Harvard, talks about the 
meritocratic assumptions that have morally rubber-stamped 
a society of winners and losers: the idea that if we are 
winners, then we think we have deserved it in some way 
and that the losers somehow deserve their misfortune. 
Meritocracy generates hubris among the winners and 
humiliation among the losers. 

The Covid-19 pandemic offers a starting point for a different 
vision, he suggests. “Humility is a civic virtue essential to 
this moment,” he says, “because it’s a necessary antidote to 
the meritocratic hubris that has driven us apart.” 

How can we reimagine an economic pattern where everyone is valued? In his story Jesus 
was talking about what things are like in the Kingdom of God – not some make-believe far-
off land, but something among us now, he insists. He is talking about an enlightened and 
Grace–full way of living that we could embark on now if we have the courage. If ever there 
was a time to stop assuming that life is a zero-sum game with winners and losers, surely 
that time is now? What would happen if we took on Jesus as our economics teacher? 

Church Services in October 2020 

Sunday 4th October 
  9.30 pm Family Praise St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
  9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP)  St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00 am Any Age Harvest Service St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Wednesday 6th October 
10.00am Holy Communion (BCP) St John the Evangelist, Eton 

Sunday 11th October 
  9.30am Holy Communion St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Holy Communion  (children welcome) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Sunday 18th October 
  9.30am Holy Communion St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Morning Worship (children welcome) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Wednesday 20th October 
10.00am Holy Communion (BCP) St John the Evangelist, Eton 

Sunday 25th October 
  9.30am Morning Worship St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Holy Communion (children welcome) St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
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Calling all Little Monsters!
Halloween Half Term Fun

Children’s pumpkin 
Carving

Monday 26th October to 
Friday 30th October

From 9.30am to 11.30am
£4.95 per pumpkin

‘Owl’oween 
Birds of Prey

Wednesday 28th October

From 9.30am to 3.30pm
£2 to handle a bird 

Decorate a 
gingerbread skeleton

Wednesday 21st October to 
Sunday 1st November

From 9.30am to 3.30pm
£4.75 per skeleton

To ensure the safety of our customers & staff alike, 
we kindly ask that you follow our social distancing measures.

Find us on Facebook @CrocusatDorneyCourt
Visit us at crocus.co.uk/dorney-court/

For more information come & see us in store
Email us at admin.dorney@crocus.co.uk 

Crocus at Dorney Court, Court Lane, Dorney, SL4 6QP



CIVIL WAR IN DORNEY 

Major crises have a habit of recurring. Living through Covid-19, we are experiencing similar 
fears and privations to our forebears during previous pandemics – the Black Death, the 
outbreaks of plague during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Spanish flu in 1918-9. 
We are not the first people in Dorney to face climate change; the Little Ice Age from 1300 
to 1850 brought low temperatures and unpredictable rainfall. England lived through two 
world wars, and our armed forces continue to be involved in international conflicts as they 
have for centuries. But the last time Englishmen fought other Englishmen on battlefields in 
England in a major war was nearly four hundred years ago. What kind of impact did this 
have on our village, when all over the country families, friends and neighbours were pitted 
against each other?  

The divergent views which gave rise to the conflict we can perhaps appreciate. Brexit 
certainly caused strong differences of opinion, and a recent survey has found even greater 
polarisation over such issues as social distancing. But the English Civil War of 1642-9, in 
which it is estimated that 3% of the population lost their lives, was a dramatic escalation of 
divergent views. 

Buckinghamshire was predominantly Parliamentarian. No major battles took place in the 
county, but the armies of both sides passed through on their way to somewhere else. This 

could be very disruptive; soldiers and their 
officers tended to cause damage and seize 
supplies. Colnbrook was plundered when Prince 
Rupert’s cavalry was staying in South Bucks. 
Luckily Dorney, not on a main route, seems to 
have avoided this particular problem. 

The first significant event for Dorney was the 
departure of Sir James Palmer and his family in 
the summer of 1642 for Montgomeryshire where 
his second wife came from. Sir James was a 
close friend of King Charles I and a loyal 

Royalist. When he refused to pay the heavy taxes imposed on him by Parliament, his 
tenants in Dorney were ordered to pay their rents directly to the Parliamentary authorities. 
Reportedly they suffered badly for the allegiance of their landlord. A range of taxes were 
levied by Parliament to pay for the war, including “voluntary loans” paid monthly by 
wealthier people, and excise duty imposed on beer, meat and bread in July 1643 which 
affected rich and poor alike. The Palmer family, originally from Kent, staunchly supported 
the king, with the exception of Sir James’ nephew Herbert, a Puritan preacher. 

Dorney was also affected by events on the other side of the river. Much of Berkshire was 
Royalist, and when popular support for Parliament in London forced the king to leave the 
capital, he spent several weeks in Windsor Castle during the winter of 1642. After he had 
left, the Parliamentarians seized the castle without resistance and held it for the rest of the 
war. They had a garrison there of varying size; nearly 20,000 troops gathered in Windsor in 
preparation for the siege of Reading in April 1643. Later the New Model Army of the 
Parliamentarians trained in Windsor Home Park. As well as the soldiers, Royalist prisoners 
were brought to live in the castle. 

This close presence of a garrison had a major impact on Dorney folk. Local historian Elias 
Kupfermann has written a detailed account of the effect of the garrison on Windsor and the 
surrounding area. While the residents of Dorney may not have had to give up their beds to 
the castle, like the townspeople of Windsor did, our part of South Bucks did form part of 
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what Elias calls the hinterland of the garrison. This meant that we were within an area 
roughly 15 miles distant from Windsor, the outer edge of which was patrolled by dragoons 
to deter raids by Royalist forces and generally keep the peace. The garrison looked to the 
hinterland for at least some of its supplies – wheat to bake bread, cattle to provide meat, 
horses to replace ones killed in battle and hay to feed them. In theory these provisions 
were paid for, though demands from armed men could hardly be refused. There wasn’t 
enough room in the castle to accommodate all the soldiers, so some were billeted in 
private households, including in Dorney. In 1647 people living in South Bucks complained 
about the burden incurred by quartering 30 to 40 soldiers, free of charge. Soldiers staying 
in Burnham were too busy “typpling” to pursue a party of Royalists who had taken horses 
and men in a raid on Cippenham in December 1645. 

As well as requisitioning supplies and accommodation, the Windsor garrison collected 
money from its unfortunate hinterland. Some of this took the form of local taxes collected 
by parishes. Other sources of revenue were taken by force. In the spring of 1645, troops 
from Windsor rode over to Dorney looking for valuables believed to be hidden away in 
Dorney Court. They carried off five loads of chairs, pictures, bedding and other household 
goods, but it’s not clear if they found the money and silver plate they hoped for. When Sir 
James Palmer finally returned to Dorney Court in 1646, he found the soldiers had torn 
down most of the panelling in their search. 

Even if the fighting was not on our doorstep, there was plenty going on to remind Dorney 
that these were not normal times. In the autumn of 1642, the Royalist army bombarded 
Windsor from the Eton side, having occupied the college, but fled after failing to recapture 
the castle. Both Windsor and Maidenhead bridges were made of wood, and armed guards 
were commonplace. Windsor bridge included a drawbridge which could be pulled up to 
prevent the opposition from crossing the Thames. Maidenhead bridge was generally in a 
poor state of repair which rendered it impassable in September 1644, when it had to be 
mended before a force of 3,000 Parliamentary troops could cross. The current closure of 
Marsh Lane reminds us how inconvenient the bridge closures must have been for locals. 
The Thames was a safer transport route than the roads, and Dorney residents would have 
seen horse drawn barges and rowing boats taking ammunition from Windsor Castle upriver 
to Reading. Barges were used to bring supplies, soldiers and arms from London to 
Windsor, and some barges were armed like mini-gunships. 

Meanwhile life went on in Dorney. The fields still needed to be ploughed and sown, the 
crops harvested, the cows milked. Babies were still being born; at least 13 families had 
children baptised in Dorney church during the war. Sadly, records of marriages and burials 
have been lost, but no doubt these events took place. Like many parishes, Dorney also 
lost its vicar, William Flood, usurped and replaced by a minister of more Puritan 
persuasion.  

Eventually, King Charles I was taken prisoner. In July 1647, he was allowed to meet his 
three youngest children for the last time, in Maidenhead, before imprisonment in 
Caversham. On 23 December 1648 he was brought to Windsor Castle. As they had the 
previous year in Maidenhead, people in Windsor came out into the streets to see him pass 
by and wish him well. From Windsor he was taken to London on 19 January 1649 for trial 
and executed on 30 January. A week later his body was brought back to Windsor where he 
was buried secretly on 9 February, as the snow fell thickly. 

Let’s hope we have learnt our lessons from the past and will never again take up arms 
against our fellow citizens. Maybe social media is the new battleground. Instead of pikes 
and swords, our disagreements can be played out bloodlessly on Nextdoor Dorney! 

Virginia Silvester 
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Dorney Community: Planning 

Orchard Herbs Lake End Road Dorney Buckinghamshire SL4 6QS  
Outline permission for re-development of existing partial brownfield site into renewable 
energy park with high capacity battery storage, 416 bedroom hotel (Use Class C1), two 
office units (Use Class A2), biogas waste digester energy unit, advanced educational 
facility, two-storey car park and associated landscaping   

The letter, above, from Bucks Council to Joy Morrissey is extremely helpful in establishing 

the position of Bucks Council on this site and on the “hotel” planning application. 

At the time of writing (23rd September 2020), there have been 57 objections to this 

application and a few supporters. 

Burnham Parish Council, in whose parish the site lies, have come out very strongly against 

the proposal and believe that the current enforcements in place should be resolved first. 

The internal target date for a decision on this application is, currently, Monday, 16th 

November 2020. 
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Dorney’s Waterways – Roundmoor Ditch 
 

The Anglo-Saxons named our village ‘Dornei’, meaning Island of Bumblebees. The 
completion of the Jubilee River made this a fact and we are now, truly, on an island. 
 

The two rivers – the Thames, which forms our western and southern parish border, and the 
Jubilee – are well-known to all of us, but there are two other waterways that are also 
important to Dorney and are not so obvious, namely, Roundmoor Ditch and Cress Brook. 
This article will focus on Roundmoor Ditch, with Cress Brook following in a later edition. 
 

Roundmoor Ditch, despite the name, is in fact a chalk-fed stream that rises in Taplow and 
flows southeast to Dorney Common. There, it is joined by the Cress Brook and continues 
as the Boveney Ditch, until it joins with the River Thames. 
 

Roundmoor Ditch forms much of the northern and eastern boundary of Dorney Parish. 
 

 
 

Roundmoor Ditch is about 4.5km long and its volume is increased significantly just north of 
the Jubilee River by outfalls from the Slough Sewage Works. It then passes in a culvert 
underneath the Jubilee River near Manor Farm Weir coming out between Dorney Common 
and Eton Wick. 
 

In the winter of 2014, the Thames Basin suffered significant flooding. This included 
extremely high groundwater levels in many areas, including Slough. Surface water 
infiltrated the sewer systems and overwhelmed the sewage treatment works. 
Under these extreme conditions, the Thames Water sewage treatment works in Slough 
were permitted to discharge storm flows into the Roundmoor Ditch. This continued for an 
unprecedented period of about three months. 
 

Significant concerns raised by residents in Eton Wick, community groups and landowners 
highlighted that the public highly values the river, its ecology and its use as an open space 
for people to enjoy. 
 



Thames21, in partnership with Thames 
Water, embarked on a two-year project in 
2017 to restore the series of waterways at 
Roundmoor to a significantly better state 
than before the 2014 pollution incident and 
to address community concerns. 
Thames21, using its strong reputation and 
experience with communities to improve and 
protect waterways, worked with local groups 
to improve and protect the 750 metres or 
more of the Roundmoor Ditch as it flows 
between Dorney Common and Eton Wick. 
Those groups include the Eton Wick Waterways Group, Thames Valley Angling 
Association, Dorney Court Estate, Eton College, Environment Agency, the Royal Borough 
of Windsor and Maidenhead, and Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, & Oxfordshire Wildlife 
Trust. This project was successfully completed with the help of many volunteers from the 
community. 
 

However, the remaining 3.75km from Taplow to the Jubilee River were not included in this 
project and have lain unattended and unkempt for many years. There was a time, in the 
Thames Conservancy days (pre Environment Agency) when a couple of workers arrived 
every year to clear this stretch of river – but no longer. 
 

So Roundmoor Ditch is now blocked by uncut and uncleared vegetation, fallen trees, 
illegally dumped aggregate and at least one blocked culvert.  
 

The water that still comes down from Taplow has 
to find somewhere else to go – and hence the 
flooding this summer of Lake End Common (next 
to the Pineapple) which is endangering properties 
in Ashford Lane. It is also coming up the garden of 
adjoining properties in Lake End. 
 
 

Residents in Lake End have called in the 
Environment Agency and they have carried out 
surveys – but no action appears to have been 
taken by them to date.  
 

The legal responsibility for looking after such waterways as the Roundmoor Ditch (which is 
classified as a main river) lies with the riparian owners (those, generally, who own the 
adjoining river banks). Interestingly, the Environment Agency, for a considerable stretch of 
Roundmoor Ditch is one of the riparian owners. Another is Thames Water. 
 

Fortunately, a precedent for solving problems related to the Roundmoor Ditch has been 
set, through the Thames21 project for the 750m from the Jubilee River to the confluence 
with Cress Brook. 
 

It looks like the time has now come for everyone to address the rest of the 4.5km of this 
important main river to the Thames. 
 

Bill Dax 



TALES OF A DORNEY LITTER PICKER 

When walking a dog, people tend to stop and talk to you. The same is true when you go out 
litter picking with a sack and grabber. Here are a few vignettes from the banks of the Jubilee 
River: 

Scene 1 
Three young boys: "Have you seen my socks? They were Puma ones" 
Mr Halsey: "Yes, I've just picked them up along with some rubbish and put them in my bag. I'll 
look in there for them." 
Boys: "Urghhh!" 
Mr Halsey: (Gloved hands recover two socks amongst the remains of the boys' picnic from the 
Dorney Parish Council black sack) 
"Here they are" 
The other two boys: (Laughter) 
One boy: "Have you got any money?" 
Mr Halsey: (In a low, confiding voice) "Well, sometimes I find people have left pound coins 
behind. Perhaps fallen out of their trouser pockets. No one pays me to pick up rubbish, you 
know, so if I do find pound coins I keep them for myself." 
Boys: (Look of wonder and excitement) 
Mr Halsey: "But I haven't found any today. Good-bye" 
Boys: "Bye" 

Scene 2 (several weeks later) 
Mr Halsey: "I'm collecting some rubbish" 
The same three young boys: "It's not ours. But here you are" 
(The boys, unbidden, run around and pick up empty crisp packets, cans, bottles, etc. and put 
them in the sack) 
Mr Halsey: "Thank you very much" 
One boy: "You're good at your job" [sic] 
Mr Halsey: (Gesturing to the boy who lost his socks last time) "These underpants hanging in 
the bush, are they yours?" 
Boy: "No. Urghhh …" 

Scene 3 
Young tall thin male: (Politely) "Are you hiring?" 
Mr Halsey: "Well, sorry, no. I'm volunteering." 
Male: "Oh, sorry" 
Mr Halsey: "Sorry I can't help you. I just live the other side of the river and come out for a bit of 
exercise and to pick up litter." 
Male: "OK" 

Scene 4 
Mr Halsey: "Hello" 
Middle-aged couple about to swim: "There's a squashed can here. Could you put it in the 
sack?" 
Mr Halsey: "Yes, of course" 
Couple: "Volunteering?" 
Mr Halsey: "Yes. I live the other side of the river. I find I can fill the sack several times a week 
just along this bank. Then I put the sacks in the big bins by the car park. Dorney Parish 
Council provides the bags and the grabbers, and I provide the labour ..." 
Couple: " ... And everyone else provides the rubbish. The ideal economy!" 
Mr Halsey: "Yes, well, I just met someone walking along who asked if I was hiring!" 

Many thanks to Dorney Parish Council for the bags and grabbers, and to the many other 
volunteers who I forgot to acknowledge in the Scenes above.  
John Halsey 
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‘Just Because ...’ 

Just because no one ‘likes’ what you post, it doesn’t mean no one read it and smiled. 

Just because no one answered your question, it doesn’t mean they didn’t think about it, but 

they had no answer. 

Just because someone wasn’t particularly polite to you about what you said, it doesn’t 

mean you can’t say what you think. 

Just because everyone who comments seems to disagree with what you say, it doesn’t 

mean there aren’t some people who do agree with you – they just haven’t commented. 

After all, if you go to a meeting, talk to a group of friends or express an opinion in public – 

not everyone who hears you will say something! People aren’t like that – some people just 

listen, think, but don’t talk.  

So, not everyone who uses any form of social media like Facebook or Nextdoor, actually 

‘reacts’ – some are just “followers”. You may have many more than you think! (I know this 

because I have a Facebook Page which records Engagements – people who read the 

page and don’t react.) 

Getting a reaction is often the point of posting on social media – so if you say something 

controversial or of real interest to a lot of people you might spark a conversation or even an 

argument. Sometimes it may get a bit heated but surely that is no reason to ‘give up’ or 

brand the platform as unsafe or ‘not nice’.   

My advice – “Take a deep breath and start again!” After all everyone is entitled to their own 

opinion and as long as you know ‘you’ weren’t rude or unkind then where is the harm? 

Thea Pine 
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Neighbourhood Policing 
Newsletter 

Issue 2020/1 

Burnham/Farnham’s/Taplow & Dorney 

Burglary   

With the dark nights drawing in you may find you are coming home to a dark house!  This is a 
clear indication that no one is home so please remember to use timer switches to have lights 
come on before it gets dark.   If you are going away for some late sunshine then please ensure 
you cancel newspaper & milk deliveries, and make neighbours you trust aware that you’ll be away, 
so they can keep an eye on your property as well. 

Halloween 

With Halloween fast approaching we saw a lovely idea on social media about Halloween 
which will allow children to enjoy Halloween without putting themselves or others at risk of 
COVID by going door to door. 

The idea is to put up colourful pictures of pumpkins in your windows similar to what has 
been done with the rainbows for the NHS.  Children can then dress up and walk round 
their area with their parents during half term (either day or evening).  Every time they spot 
a pumpkin in someone’s window THEIR parent pops a treat into their bag. 

We have been liaising with the Community Safety team to see if they can provide some 
fun colouring in pumpkins – once these are available we will ensure they are in schools 
and supermarkets for collection. 

For any slow time issues you wish to discuss with us then please contact: 

BurnhamFarnhamsTaplowNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk or TWEET us on 
@TVPChiltSBucks 

Sign up to Thames Valley Alerts to receive crime and policing updates directly from your local 
Neighbourhood Team as well as more crime and policing issues. Sign up to the service online 
at: www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk or speak with one of your Neighbourhood Team. 

www.thamesvalley.police.uk 
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Update from Thames Valley Adventure Playground 

This pandemic has had a dramatic effect on TVAP. We had to stop our services and close 
for the first time in our 38 year history. Our staff had to be furloughed, important fundraising 
events could not go ahead and the contributions and donations we would usually get 
almost completely stopped.  

Life for our families is a constant challenge and exhausting in normal circumstances so I 
am sure you can imagine how difficult it is in this extraordinary time of pandemic. To be 
without the help, respite, therapies and the schedule that make their worlds work has been 
profoundly difficult. Many stories about the difficulties the special needs community have 
been going through have been featured in the national and regional news regularly 
throughout the past 6 months. They have been so disproportionately hard hit by this 
pandemic. 

A local parent said, ‘We usually access respite for my son once or twice a month (as much 
as we can be allocated!) and visit as a family regularly. We feel very lucky to have such a 
brilliant charity near us and count on TVAP as it enables us to have somewhere to go 
together and to be able to have a break, which we really need – particularly for our other 
children. My son is part of a community there and feels liked, understood and valued by 
everyone. They are experts in the special needs. Honestly, it is the only bit of his world, 
outside school, that he can be independent in - so important! Being without any help is 
unbelievably hard, 24 7 for 5 months now. No help, no break, and the situation is so hard 
for him to understand. It is a source of frustration, so behaviours have appeared.’  

More than ever these families need to have somewhere for play and learning outside of 
their homes. Particularly for those that don't understand social distancing and the current 
risks, or due to access issues, so they cannot put others at risk, or themselves at risk of 
other people’s intolerance or ignorance if they get too close or cough as a joke as they 
don't understand the ramifications but look 'atypical'. And so they come together again, in a 
safe, covid-secure environment, to support each other and be supported by our expert 
staff. 

We have worked hard to change the infrastructure and procedures so we can be Covid 
secure for beneficiaries and staff alike. We reopened cautiously in July and have increased 
family attendance and respite safely. The problem is that being open in a pandemic means 
severely restricting numbers and therefore income whilst having the extremely high cost 
that being a Covid-secure environment needs. 

We hope that you might consider supporting us during this difficult period by donating to 
our Covid-19 appeal, by going to our website www.tvap.co.uk or to 
www.justgiving.com/campaign/TVAPCovidAppeal 

The difference being open and providing Respite makes in people’s lives is significant. It is 
desperately needed and will help each and every family member, carer and special needs 
child and adult cope. Thank you for any support you can give, and stay well! 

Reama Shearman, Engagement Manager, Thames Valley Adventure Playground 
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Perspective 

A dog the size of a small elephant, or so it sounds, barks continuously for hours, spoiling a 

part of some of the lovely summer evenings that made isolation almost pleasant.  

“Poor dog,” I sympathize, seemingly left alone in its garden for hours on end. The police 

have their hands full, I know the local authority will drag out any solution, so I phone a well-

known animal charity. 

“Thank you for calling this well-known animal charity,” announces a well-spoken machine.  

It continues, “For our shops, please press 1. For enquiries about fostering, please note that 

‘Tiddles’ the kitten, Buster the puppy, Hammy the hamster…..’ have all found loving 

homes, otherwise please press 2.” It continues for some time on various issues until I get 

to ‘mistreatment of animals’. That’s more like it, “in which case please dial our emergency 

number…..” 

I inwardly count to 10. 

You’ve guessed it. 

“Thank you for calling the emergency number of this well-known ….. 

I get to number 5, barking dogs, on the long list and push the key. 

“Thank you for calling…… we do not deal with barking dogs.” 

Because I am no longer in the first flush of youth, my driving licence needs renewing, with 

an assurance by me to the DVLA that I am not suffering a malady that would make me a 

danger to anyone else, or for that matter, to me! 

In my chequered past, I have driven all manner of vehicles, and was quietly smug that I 

had amassed just about every entitlement on a licence, the reverse of which resembles 

Harry Secombe’s hymn book. I am never likely to drive an articulated lorry, or a 50-seater 

coach again, so sadly I limit my renewal ambition to smaller buses, or ambulances. 

‘Online,’ I learned that I needed a form DVLA123AC or similar; the exact number escapes 

me and was invited to ‘go to’ the forms. It seems that the poor computer had a new 

continuous cough, and lost its sense of taste, as, due to the virus, it was unable to 

download at this time, but the forms were available at any Post Office. 

Err, no they weren’t. 

I’ve solved the problem, but it was hard work. 

Speaking of which, my credit card company sent a text to a close friend, intended for me. 

The friend contacted me in order for me to inform them of their mistake and give them the 

correct address. 

I rang the number on my last bill and sat through a diatribe of nonsense before I could 

speak to anyone. More machines asked me to enter my credit card number, the colour of 

my underwear, the third letter of the month and the name of my late father’s (RIP) first real 

love. 
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“The team really want to speak to you,” I was assured repeatedly, constantly interrupting 

an especially poor rendition of Greensleeves; due to the Virus they were receiving 

abnormally high numbers of calls and they thanked me for my patience. 

After 35 minutes, I could stand no more, and sent them an e mail. Back came an 

instruction that I had sent the message on an insecure line and I was required to leap 

through more hoops to correct their mistake. I screamed at the computer. “Please wait,” it 

replied as the circle of doom rotated mesmerizingly, increasing my heart rate. 

Heart rate!!! 

I’ll call the Doctor. 

“Thank you for calling your smiling local medical centre. If you’re in danger of imminent 

death, please hang up and dial 999. For all other matters I will ramble on and on and on 

until, hopefully you’ll give up!” 

I know. I’ll drown my sorrows with good friends in my favourite up market steak and burger 

joint. I look ‘online’ and find the number, expecting the usual friendly voice with a 

reassuringly warm hub bub in the background. 

“Ring ring. Ring ring. Thank you for calling your favourite …… To book a table please go to 

our website where all our available tables…etc etc. Otherwise please press 2 to speak to 

our restaurant.” 

I press 2. “Ring ring.. Thank you for calling your favourite….. To book a table please…..” 

I try in again with the same result. Seething, I reluctantly play their game as I had promised 

good friends that I would book it; otherwise I would not.  

(Please note Palmers Arms, it was not you. You are splendid in every way!) 

I try to unwind in front of the TV, beer in hand. 

The news emerges from the screen. 

A girl, perhaps 12 years old, lies on a pavement in Lesbos. Her angelic face is framed by a 

scarf and somebody has placed a dirty blanket over her. She reminds me of one of my 

granddaughters. She sleeps deeply, peacefully, her hands under her head. No pillow, but 

she’s too exhausted to care. 

Behind her, her temporary refuge with all her meagre possessions on her journey from Hell 

to God knows where lies smouldering with all the others that had been sanctuary. 

“Mummy, I’m hungry,” she will say when she wakes. “Can we go home please?” 

Suddenly “Thank you for calling…” doesn’t matter, and I feel ashamed. 

Mike Quincey 
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A member of the Beeches Learning and Development Trust, a company limited by guarantee, Registered in England. Company Number 7769232. 
 Registered office: Burnham Grammar School, Hogfair Lane, Burnham, SL1 7HG 

DORNEY SCHOOL

RESPECT * COLLABORATE * GROW 

News from Dorney School 

September is usually a magical time at school. The new term means new uniform, brand 
new shoes, bags and school items such as fancy pencil cases and lunchboxes. September 
also usually signals the start of the autumn season where the local area of outstanding 
beauty is enveloped in a myriad of colour in shades of red, golden brown, and deep amber. 
It is also a season of mists and mellow fruitfulness as we reap the bounty of Harvest. The 
surrounding farm areas are usually busy with tractors and harvesters. However, this year is 
a little bit different. Uniform and school items are kept to the bare minimum. Staggered 
starts, break times and pick up times mean that timetables have to adapt to the new 
changes. Masks worn by adults cover the smiles (and worries) as parents drop and collect 
their children. One-way systems and regular hand washing dominate the rules at school. 

Even with these changes, I am staggered at the resilience and tenacity of our pupils. All of 
them arrive smiling and skipping (conforming to social distancing) almost without a care in 
the world. Our youngest Reception pupils started their first half days last week and you 
might well believe that they have been at school for several years. The staff and pupils 
have soon settled into a routine and as per government guidance, are spending more time 
outdoors and are thriving on this Indian summer. They are experiencing, at first hand, the 
beauty of the changing of seasons. The school is once again full of laughter, chatter and 
classes chanting the times tables. Although encouraged to stay in their ‘bubbles’ or 
classrooms, this has not dented the pupils’ spirits. We had our very first whole school 
virtual assembly signalling the way we have to work now; online and remotely. And yet, we 
all saw each other through our class interactive whiteboards. We may have been 
separated by walls, but we are connected by the school and united by our values. 

No one can predict what the coming weeks and months may bring and what further 
changes we may have to make based on the guidance we receive. However, one thing is 
clear. The school is again full of life and joy. We now know that we can, not only survive, 
but thrive. Any periods of isolation are only temporary. Our indomitable spirit will not be 
extinguished. In fact, we keep the light burning through dark days and good days. We will 
stand the test of time and challenge. Dorney School wishes everyone safe, well and 
blessed. 

Warmest wishes, 
Mrs S Lee 
Deputy Headteacher 
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Requiem at St Mary Magdalene’s 

Intrepid walkers out after dark in the Boveney area in 

late August were intrigued to see the church of St Mary 

Magdalene bathed in bright, and rather ghostly, light. 

Had they known that these events were concerned with 

witch trials, intrigue may have turned into alarm. 

This was a shoot for ‘Requiem’, which has been 

described to us as a period drama, set in 1605, against 

the backdrop of the witch trials. It’s a coming of age 

story following Evelyn as she engages in a game of cat 

and mouse against her father, Minister Gilbert, in order 

to be with Mary, the woman she loves. 

The location was selected by producer Michelle 

Brondom, who briefed us on the project. Michelle is a 

second-year producer at the National Film and 

Television School in Beaconsfield and ‘Requiem’ was 

her ‘grad fiction project’. The film is being shot by 

students at the NFTS. Short films like this have 

been screened at and won awards at festivals 

worldwide, including BAFTA and student 

OSCARS. The film is directed by Emma-Jane 

Gilbertson and features Bella Ramsey, who plays 

Lyanna Mormont in ‘Game of Thrones’. 

Michelle said that the church had a ‘unique look 

which captures just the right style of minimalism 

and purity’ and felt like it could be the centre of the fictional rural puritan community in 

which the film is set. 
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WILDFLOWERS ON DORNEY COMMON 

Autumn arrives as foliage turns to gold then bronze, bringing freshness to a year that has 
stifled us all. As the garden fades and shrinks, it becomes ready to be cut back for the 
winter slumber. Wrapped around the outside of our garden, on two sides, lies an L shaped 
space, the ‘Eton Plot’ which is owned by the College, who rent it to us. Initially just cut 
short back and sides, now comes the time to look at this to see what we might make of it. 

A few weeks ago, waking to the sound of deep 
bellows, it was personally a joy to see half a dozen 
cows busy tucking into the fresh grass, having 
barged their way in at the far corner. My husband 
Dave, not so much enjoying the pastoral scene, 
gently chases them out, and makes good the loose 
wire. That next night, around the bewitching hour, I 
wake once more to the sound of soft lowing. Ha ha, 
they are in again, mooching about, twisting their 
long, wet tongues around the tasty grasses to 
deposit pancakes at regular intervals. 

At the weekend, over a cup of early morning tea, I reveal to Dave that we really need to 
repair the corner fence properly, with which he replies that he didn’t think they could get 
past the metal gate he tied to the weak spot in our fencing. Really? Well, he had better 
look out of the window as we currently have a herd full! So, Sunday was spent digging 
deep 30-inch holes, sawing up stout poles and drawing tight the wire, to ensure our lovely 
friends could not invite themselves in again, much as I would love to keep them! 

This led me to think once more, now we have finished the garden, we should address this 
paddock. If we can’t have a herd of cattle to set the scene, then something else could be 
done. Apart from our chicken run, two elderly girls pecking the worms, it really only 
contained our compost bins and a few of my husband’s work uglies… these are things he 
uses for his business, sack trucks and a pallet truck that lifts things up that weigh eleventy-
eight tons.  
He was about to cut the grass when I halted his mowing ritual by saying could he please 
not cut it as usual, as I had thoughts about turning this area into a wildflower field. As this 
did not involve a mass of muscle, digging, heaving and sawing, he warmed quickly to the 
idea, and with his sit-on mower carved curves into the grass just around the areas we have 
to walk, leaving swathes of uncut spaces for the seeds to be spread.  

Now, being a fan of Monty Don, and his sleeping dogs, (I was 
devastated when Nigel died) I found out from this source that an 
important wildflower for this project would be Yellow Rattle. This 
is a very attractive yellow flowered plant that dominates grass, 
allowing other wildflowers to take hold without being smothered. 
The initial purchases also included blue Cornflowers, red Field 
Poppies, and native mauve Foxgloves. Visions of glorious colour 
dancing in wild grasses, a thing of beauty that cavorted within my 
creative heart.  

As soon as they arrived, I realised immediately my mistake, that 
the seed packets were much smaller than I thought and would 
probably only cover a quarter of the land at tops. Back to 
browsing on the worldwide wait, the fascinating names of 
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wildflowers conjure up medieval visions of scented rolling meadows made up of Lady’s 
Bedstraw, Corncockle, Fleabane and Loosestrife! Worth having a go just to see if 
germination takes place. Which was another thing - my research told me the flowers could 
take a few years to establish. Wow! Buying just a few additions, with only the internet and 
Monty for reference, I could see the sense in just experimenting with a small section, baby 
steps and a three-year project, possibly longer.  

My brother, Christopher, lives in a village called Bowness-on-Solway, right on the estuary 
of the Solway at the top of Cumbria, near the Scottish border, and at the end of Hadrian’s 
Wall. Extremely remote, he has lived in this small farming village approaching 30 years. 
Their offspring now grown and departed, they have decided to downsize and move. His 
house sits at the lower end of the village, on the edge of this estuary, and his garden 
regularly receives a salty wash. In the distance, across the water, you can see Scotland 
and the village of Annan as a tiny dot.  

His village remains uniquely insular, wild and woolly, where the sea of the Solway often in 
high tide escapes to encircle the area making journeys in and out impossible and cuts it off 
for hours. Having made their mind up to move, he has been writing short memoires on 
social media, mulling over his time there, and disclosing a few home truths to the village 
community. This is one of them: 

‘The ‘specialness’ of the Solway estuary villages. A lot of my adult life has been living in 
London. It is true, it can be the loneliest place in the world even though millions of people 
live densely packed together. The Bowness community is not like that at all. It’s like living 
with 200 mothers-in-law. You are expected to get on with everyone despite private 
likes/dislikes. That social glue is magic, it can melt your dislike of a person into more than 
like. Honesty and respect become connections between the villagers. A personal example 
is Ernie Newman. He could be gruff, abrasive and acidic, but as many knew him, inside a 
heart of gold. One memory sticks. I was driving into the village; Ernie’s car passed the 
opposite way. He waved to me. I did not wave back. He stopped the car, turned around, 
chased me… forcing me to stop. Angrily demanded to know why I did not wave back. I 
learnt a new village rule, always smile and wave to everyone you meet even though you 
don’t know them. This rule generally does not exist in London.’ 

I knew Ernie very well, he was a sheep farmer, but sadly no longer with us. We always got 
on well, despite his gruffness, and at Christmas when I was staying there, Ernie used to 
run up to the village pub to fetch four pints of Guinness in glasses, each with their frothy 
head, two for me and two for him. Since it was the fashion at that time to drink them very 
cold, he left the two waiting for consumption, on my brother’s doorstep in the thick icy 
snow.  

Villages make memories, recollections that stay with us to recall as we grow older. I 
suppose our village is much nearer to London than my brother’s - still it only takes a wave 
and a nod to bridge the gap. Like wildflowers, friendships germinate slowly but may grow 
into meaningful meadows of beauty where all varieties combine to make glorious outcome. 

Kristina Perkins 

25



Planning Applications (Validated and Decided) during 
September 2020 

Dorney Parish 

From South Bucks District Council Planning website: 
pa.chilternandsouthbucks.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

Validated: 
Two Gates Village Road Dorney Buckinghamshire SL4 6QW 
Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed outbuilding  
Ref. No: PL/20/2636/SA  

46 Meadow Way Dorney Reach Buckinghamshire SL6 0DS 
Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed vehicular access.  
Ref. No: PL/20/2436/SA  

Decided: 
The Lodge Boveney Court Boveney Road Dorney Buckinghamshire SL4 6QD 
Full restoration to the entrance gates and existing piers and installation of new 
automation including erection of posts with sensors 
Ref. No: PL/20/1796/FA | Status: Decided – Conditional Permission 
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Visiting Dorney Lake 
Dorney Lake is a privately owned site, and access to members of the public is welcome unless we are         

hosting a sporting event or private event.   

In light of Covid-19, sporting events are not permitted to have any spectators. 

Members of the general public will not be permitted access to site on event days.  

Please call us on 01753 832756 or check our website  

for the most up to date information. Additional event days may be added at any time. 

 

October 2020 

Sunday 4th – Runthrough Triathlon - venue closed ALL DAY 

Saturday 10th – F3 Events Triathlon - venue closed until 2.00pm 

 

November 2020 

Sunday 8th – Purple Patch Duathlon & Run - venue closed until 2.00pm 

Saturday 14th – F3 Events Triathlon - venue closed until 2.00pm 

Sunday 22nd – Runthrough Events – venue closed ALL DAY 

Sunday 29th – Provisional Event – venue closed ALL DAY 

 

December 2020 

Saturday 12th – F3 Events Duathlon & Run - venue closed until 2.00pm 

Sunday 13th – Purple Patch Run - venue closed until 2.00pm 

 

*Also, when the venue is open please can we ask that the paths nearest to the lake are kept free, as this is the 

coaching path for rowing coaches to cycle alongside their rowers to give training instructions 



Burials at St Mary Magdalene, Boveney? 

(with sincere thanks to the Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society’s Active Archaeology 
Group for all their assistance) 

Some time ago, we reported in DPN on the search for burial sites in the churchyard of St 
Mary Magdalene, Boveney.  

Frank Bond, late of Eton Wick, amongst others, raised the possibility in an article in which he 
pointed out that: in a Papal letter dated August 15th, 1511; twenty-three years before 'The Act 
of Supremacy' abolished the Pope's authority in England; he [the Pope] instituted a cemetery 
at Boveney Church, "without prejudice to anyone; that the inhabitants of Boveney may be 
buried therein; this being in consideration that the village is about two miles from the Parish 
Church at Burnham and in wintertime the bodies of the dead cannot be conveniently brought 
to that Parish Church." 

The Friends of St Mary Magdalene contacted the Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society’s 
Active Archaeology Group (BASAAG) to see if they could arrange a geophysical survey 
around the chapel.  The question put to them was deceptively simple: are there graves 
around the church? They conducted an extensive survey at the Church. 

BASAAG confirmed that three things made the job difficult: 
1. burials are notoriously difficult to detect at the best of times.  They aren’t very big, and

usually the same soil that came out of the hole goes back in again pretty quickly.
There is, therefore, relatively little contrast between the grave fill and the surrounding
soil.

2. Small areas are difficult to interpret. The whole churchyard is only 0.07ha (less than
two 20x20m grid squares), and you have to subtract the footprint of the church itself
and the path.

3. GPR (Ground Penetrating Radar) surveys near standing buildings suffer from
airwaves.  Although the antennae are shielded, some of the radar signal will ‘leak’ and
will bounce off nearby buildings etc.  Given the very small size of the area, and the
surrounding metal fence, magnetometry survey was going to be pointless.  Often, the
best method for finding graves is GPR, and so that was our primary method.

Both GPR and resistance surveys were 
awkward due to the small space available.  
The site is also very busy with walkers, 
cyclists and people enjoying their Sunday. 

So, the million dollar question is: have we 
found any graves?  The short answer is: none 
that we can see.  The long answer is, sadly, 
that that does not mean there are no graves.  
Geophysics does not detect everything, as 
much as we would like it to.   

The full Report is available on the St Mary Magdalene website – Burials in the Churchyard? 

Bill Dax 
Friends of St Mary Magdalene, Boveney 
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Dorney Village Hall 
www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 

Coronavirus – COVID19 
Unfortunately, social gatherings like the popular children’s parties are ruled 

out for the moment. 
The good news is that exercise classes, which avoid socialising and maintain 
two metre distancing in a safe environment, are able to continue, just like they 

would in a gym. 
Please contact us by email: enquiries@dorneyvillagehall.com if you need any 

further information 
Dorney Village Hall Management Committee 

Dorney Village Hall has a large main area with stage, a smaller annexed room, 
and kitchen. 

It is served by a large private car park and adjacent there is a tennis court, a multi 
activity games area (MUGA), playground and a playing field. 

It is used by residents for a multitude of activities such as dancing classes, keep fit, 
yoga, badminton, horticultural and hired out for parties, dances and weddings. 

The management committee welcomes non-residents, organisations, clubs, 
businesses, and societies to hire the halls. 

Main hall: 15 x 7.4m, ceiling height 7m 
Fixed stage with curtains: 4.5 x 6m  

Annexe: 9.8 x 3.5m, ceiling height 2m 

Licensed to seat 100 people 
Children’s tables and chairs available 
Beechwood suspended dance floor 

75 space free car park 

From £13 per hour (minimum of 3 hours) for Dorney Parish Residents 

Bookings:  
01628 200900 

Email: enquiries@dorneyvillagehall.com 

Online on www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 
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An interesting cloud formation above Dorney Common 
early one morning from Rev. La Stacey 
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Coping Strategy 

During early spring, 2020, I was aware of the low level of honey bees, wasps and 
bumble bees in the garden. Air temperatures were below average, and sunshine 
was scarce, as were spring flowers. Consequently, insects were denied their usual 
sources of food which comprise very small amounts of nectar and pollen.  

Each of three major insects seem to have selected its own distinctive coping method 
in preparation for winter. 

Hibernation is the choice of the honey bee. It 
is famed for its ability to collect and process 
honey by placing the surplus in sealed wax 
combs in a beehive for use over winter, whilst 
seeking to conserve and nurture the queen 
and colony stock. 

The common queen wasp has the ability to store 
a small portion of the honey stock, sufficient to 
ensure her survival.  Having an interest in insects, I 
have regularly monitored the emergence of queens 
from hibernation. My best total exceeded 30 
queens during March and April. 

The bumble bee year really begins 
with the emergence from hibernation of 
the first few brave queens, often as 
early as February or March. Only the 
'fattest' queens survive. They drone 
slowly through the cold air in search of 
scarce spring flowers.  In autumn 
bumble bees are a major insect visitor 
to flowers, providing food for the active 
colony. 

Wayfarer 
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News from Neighbouring Parish Councils 

Taplow Parish Council – recent email to residents from the Parish Clerk 

Hello, 

We hope you have all had a relaxing summer meeting friends and family outside. Although 
we are still enjoying a bit of an Indian Summer, it rather looks like the next few months will 
close down many of our opportunities to meet up especially as we abide by the ‘rule of 6’ in 
an effort to prevent the pandemic taking hold again. If you or someone you know needs 
help in the months to come then please get in touch and we can put them in touch with a 
group of volunteers who will try and help. 

At our Council meeting last week, the Council agreed to listing local public houses as 
assets of community value. This was in response to concern expressed about the damage 
Covid 19 was causing to the hospitality industry. Listing would give the community the right 
to bid to buy them should the owners wish to sell them and could stop them falling into the 
hands of developers. It was agreed to apply to list The Oak and Saw, The Royal Standard, 
The Miller and Carter Steakhouse and The Feathers. 

We have also had our website brought up to date and a fix installed to make the website 
compliant with disability needs. 

Always conscious of environmental needs, the Council has also taken steps to pursue the 
offer to work with Summerleaze on the gravel site with a view to planting more trees. 

Regarding the Smart Motorway /M4 Closures, there’ll be regular full weekend closures of 
the M4 up until the end of this year and in 2021. You can find out more at the Highways 
England website: http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m4j3to12. 

If you have any questions or comments and would like a response please  email  at 
M4J3to12SmartMotorways@highwaysengland.co.uk or call 0300 123 5000 

In terms of planning the following planning decisions have been made 

PL/20/1832/FA            Hitcham Lodge outbuildings                 APPROVED 

………………….[ a number of others] 

The following have decisions pending:      

PL/19/0027/FA 8 Houses on the Old Boathouse site 

……………..… [a number of others] 

PL/20/0746/FA Challen’s Chicks new house – A business case assessment has been 
made for the planners. Rather indefinite, implies that business is improving towards 
viability but considers the building too large. We will be writing to ask that if permission is 
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given there should be a condition tying any development to the poultry business or 
requiring demolition if not. 

The Riviera Hotel appeal has been heard and rejected. 

The following are new applications which the parish council has no objections to: 

PL/20/2824/KA                        7 Cedar Chase tree work 

PL/20/2599/CONDA                Mill Lane office changes 

…………………[a number of others] 

The Council has objected to PL/20/1957/FA 1 Stockwells extension. It is essentially a 
repeat of an application that has already been twice rejected. 

With regards to the unlawful erection of Barns on the field bordering Hill Farm Road and 
Hitcham Lane – these had been taken down but no inspection had taken place. 

Of great concern are the government proposals to revise planning law – the new White 
paper on Planning is likely to be law in 3 years. It tears up the current planning system and 
introduces a new zoning system. There is hardly any detail but it is feared it will change 
land values across the country and Local Authorities would have drastically reduced 
control over planning. We will let you know more in due course. 

Mrs Hilda Holder, Parish Clerk, Taplow Parish Council 

The Dorney Reach defibrillator – don’t forget the keycode! 

The Community Access Defibrillator is installed 
on the side of the Village Hall near the 
Playground Tuck Shop. 

Should you need to use it, the defibrillator will 
lead you through the necessary steps. 

The defibrillator case is locked. The keycode is 

C123X. 

The information has been added to the Local 
Issues page on the Parish Council website so 
that it is always available. 

Dorney Parish News will continue to provide 
Keycode details. 

The Defibrillator in the old phone box on Village 
Road does not require a Keycode. 
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Good news and bad news for Dorney in OpenReach’s published plans 
for Full Fibre Broadband Rollout 

Firstly, let’s be clear on what Full Fibre Broadband actually means, today, as the 
government has been changing the definition and the goals over recent months. 

Full Fibre Broadband, until recently, has been Fibre To The Premises (FTTP) – a 
fibre optic broadband connection directly from the telephone exchange to the house 
or business. This delivers speeds of between around 50 and 1,000 mpbs. 

At the time of our last update the Government was busy incentivising providers to 
achieve 10 million premises passed with Fibre-to-the-Premises style “full fibre” 
networks by the end of 2022, then 15 million by 2025 and they held an aspiration to 
“deliver a nationwide full-fibre to the premises network” by 2033. 
Since then we’ve had a change of Prime Minister and Boris Johnson has adopted a 
somewhat more complicated approach, which seeks to bring “gigabit-capable” 
broadband to every home by the end of 2025, although this target is more 
technology neutral and can thus be delivered via a mix of FTTP, Media Cables (like 
Virgin) and Fixed Wireless (e.g. 5G) networks. 

Looking at their published lists of Fibre First Cities, Market Towns and Villages (and 
related telephone exchanges) which will be connected by FTTP by the “mid 2020s”, 
the good news is that the Burnham exchange is included as part of Slough.  
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This exchange covers Lake End, Dorney Village 
and parts of Dorney Common (possibly not 
Boveney, looking at the map).  

The bad news is that the Maidenhead exchange 
doesn’t feature on any of their current lists. This 
exchange covers Marsh Lane and Dorney Reach. 

Further to the article in last month’s Dorney 
Parish News regarding the new Dorney 
Community website 
(www.dorneycommunity.org.uk), a kind resident, 
who lives on the north side of Dorney Common, 

contacted Dorney Community to advise that some of the houses there already have 
FTTP installed and they are getting speeds of over 50mbps.  

Houses in Lake End that are close to the green OpenReach cabinet just north of the 
Pineapple are getting even higher speeds – but this is the result of the short 
distance between them and the cabinet. This is an FTTC (Fibre To The Cabinet) 
connection with the last few yards using the old copper cable. 

However, what is not yet clear is when properties in Lake End Road, Court Lane, 
Village Road and Southfield Close will be able to be connected, if they wish. 

The cost per month (via BT) is around £28/month with a relatively low cost 
connection charge. 

It appears that Dorney Reach will have to wait for the Maidenhead exchange to be 
added to the Openreach list. Currently, there is no date for this. 

Bill Dax 
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

Since my update last month, there have been further changes in the rules which impact on 
the events that can take place at the hall. 

Unfortunately, this means that social gatherings like the popular children’s parties are ruled 
out for the moment. We are still taking bookings for the future and already have 
reservations for next year. 

The good news is that exercise classes, which avoid socialising and maintain two metre 
distancing in a safe environment, are able to continue, just like they would in a gym. So, if 
you are looking for yoga or pilates, or even belly dancing, right here in Dorney without 
needing to travel, you know where to come! 

We have a new calendar on the website which will show details of the regular classes 
along with phone numbers of those whose run them so keep checking back to find out 
about the classes on offer. 

Virginia Silvester 
Secretary, Dorney Village Hall Management Committee 
virginia@dorneyphoto.com  

In the September Dorney Parish News Derek Breslin wrote a detailed and welcome review 

of the state of footpaths in Dorney. Teresa McGuiness responds –  

FOOTPATHS 

Walking    I agree with Mr Breslin’s comments that the footpaths of Dorney Reach do need 

a lot of attention and also car drivers need to be educated that footpaths are not for parking 

on – the clue, again, is in the name.      

Riding      With reference to horse riders on footpaths, I think the culprits do not live in 

Dorney Reach, but just keep their horses at the local stables/yards and therefore will not be 

aware of Mr Breslin’s comments. Someone should approach the local stable/yards who rent 

out the local fields for grazing and point out the problem.     

Cycling    I do have a problem with cyclists too, even though I am one, but not lycra clad. I 

am one of the few that walk my bike on the pontoon under the Thames River Bridge, under 

the bridge over the M4 motorway on the Jubilee River and by the gardens of the houses of 

Dorney Reach Road between the two white gates on the Thames towpath. I do think more 

signs are needed on all three of these areas, but who is responsible? The cyclists think they 

have right of way but for us all to be able to enjoy this environment in the current climate we 

should be able to share it and realise how lucky we are.         
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The Parish Pump 
A summary of the September 2020 Dorney Parish Council Virtual 
Meeting 

This meeting was held as an online event on Tuesday September 8th. 

Full Minutes of this meeting plus the full Minutes of past Parish Council meetings can be found on 
www.dorney.org.uk 

Orchard Herbs Farm Planning Application 

Cllr Dev Dhillon said he had asked for this planning application (PL/20/2020/OA) to be 

decided by the Planning Committee. As this was in breach of the Green Belt, he was advising 
strong objections, and he was asking for the enforcement notices to be complied with and the 
land reinstated to its original state conforming to the Green Belt. Cllr Pepler confirmed that 

Burnham Parish Council have objected strongly to this application. Dorney Parish Council has 
also raised strong objections. 

Roundabout at Junction of Village Road/Lake End Road/Court Lane 

Cllr Dhillon said he had been given the green light for the installation of a roundabout at this 
junction. Bucks Council are carrying out a road safety audit and design. He has asked 
Transport for Bucks for costings and will then ask Highways UK and Bucks Council for 

funding. He will make the Beeches Community Board aware of this project. 

M4 Smart Motorway 

Matt Orchard of Balfour Beatty and Jim Stacey of Highways England attended this meeting. 
Matt reported that Marsh Lane bridge should be open to traffic again by the first week in 

October. There would be later evening work to allow the project to catch up and an 
application had been made to allow working up to 10pm. He would let the Council know if 

they do work extended hours. Oak Stubbs Field would be used until the end of 2020. Lake 
End Road bridge should be commencing October 16th/17th. When traffic has been transferred 
to the new bridge, the old bridge would be demolished. Matt would get more details of 

arrangements for Huntercombe Lane South, which could include a temporary footpath. 

Speeding 

A member of the public was concerned about speeding in the roads around the School. There 

was more traffic now in Harcourt Close. Speed limits were suggested for Harcourt Road, Oak 
Stubbs Lane, Meadow Way. The school could apply for a 20mph flashing sign for use at 
school run times, but would any resident be happy to have such a sign outside their home? 

Notice Boards 

Cllr Stoughton will now look after the Harcourt Road noticeboard. Joy Richmond had done this 
for many years. Dorney PC thanked Joy for all her help in the past. 

Accident at the Cattle Grid 

Cllr Harris reported that a road traffic accident had completely destroyed Dorney PC’s VAS 
sign. The Clerk will investigate in order to claim compensation from the driver. 

Eton Rowing Lake 

Dorney Lake is now open again for events and to the public. A meeting is planned with Ian 
Warwick and Jo Metzner of Dorney Lake over issues like closures for events and the 

Ramblers’ Car Park. Cllr Harris will also be investigating cars parking along the freeway in 
Court Lane. 

Emergency Plan/Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Smith would provide an update on these issues at the next meeting. Cllr Smith had 

circulated a proposal ‘Dorney People Network Emergency Plan’. 
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Website Accessibility 

Cllr Foxley reported on this. The Government has published a set of requirements that public 
sector websites must meet - the international WCAG 2.1 AA accessibility standard. The first 
steps to meeting these is to test the website. It is agreed that the cost to comply with all the 

regulations and complete their own plan should be proportional to the size of a parish 
council’s precept and in the case of Dorney PC it would be appropriate to conduct the testing 

and remedies by the Council itself. The tests required have been completed by Cllr Foxley. A 
plan has been produced to address the issues found. The plan will be published on the 
website and should be tracked bimonthly at the Parish Council meetings. The site will be 

retested throughout the process. In September 2020 – Add accessibility statement and 
approved plan. October, November ’20 – Address Links, Images. Complete Android testing 

(Cllr Stoughton offered to help with this). December, January ’21 – Address PDF’s, investigate 
technology improvements. February, March ’21 – implementation of technology 
improvements and review. This phase may continue. Some budget will be required to carry 

out these works. 

Defibrillator 

Peter Bowman confirmed to Cllr Harris that Dorney Parish News was publishing the access 

code of the Dorney Village Hall defibrillator in each issue. 

Nature Reserve 

Cllr Harris had met with Jill Palmer and Thames Water regarding the field by the pumping 
station becoming a Nature Reserve. Volunteers will be encouraged to look after this land and 

help rewild the 16 acres. 

Communication/Nextdoor 

Concerns that Dorney PC does not participate in social media, particularly Nextdoor were 

addressed. Cllr Foxley said she had tried to set up a Dorney PC Nextdoor account but found 
that the PC does not qualify. Councillors expressed a number of views. It was said that not 
everyone in Dorney uses this method of communication. Nextdoor was characterised by 

councillors as a ‘socialising tool and not a debating tool’. Dorney PC carries out debating and 
decision making at the parish council meetings as legally required. These decisions are then 

publicised on the parish website and published in ‘Dorney Parish News’. Cllr Foxley does put 
pertinent statements for information on Nextdoor when required. It was minuted that Dorney 
PC was ‘sad to see that there have been some derogatory remarks made on Nextdoor and 

DPN about the parish council’. Cllr Harris raised the question of who edits DPN. Peter Bowman 
said that the Editor of DPN edits DPN and he was the Editor. His editorial colleague was Bill 

Dax, who also brings an array of production skills to the operation. Peter Bowman maintained 
that when feelings are running high and online debate is intense about issues like overnight 
working on the M4 or Rowing Lake disturbances, residents can be angry and mystified that no 

Parish Council voice is heard. The Council’s response was to encourage residents to attend 
the Public Participation session at the beginning of parish council meetings if they wish to 

raise any local matters. If residents feel strongly about representing their community they are 
very welcome to stand for election next year, in May 2021. Cllr Foxley said she would 
continue to look at means of communication for Dorney PC and the formulation of a Social 

Media Policy for the Council. 

Next Meeting 

The next virtual meeting via ZOOM of Dorney Parish Council will be at 8pm on Tuesday 

October 13th, 2020.  
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Dorney Parish News 
Published monthly (except January and August) 

Editors:  

Peter Bowman, Tumbleweeds, 12, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 

ODU  

peter.bowman@talktalk.net   Tel: 07889 912714

Jean Spencer, Dorincourt, 45, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 ODT 

Tel: 01628 624213 

Editorial Board:  

The Editors, Bill Dax, Thea Pine

Production:  
Bill Dax Tel: 07802 365448 

____________________________________________________ 

Distributors: 
Mr Cobb, Mrs Cox, Mrs Leishman, Mrs McCabe, 

Mr McGuinness, Mrs Oxlade, Mr Penfold, Mrs Stockwood, Mr Temple
Miss Snook, Mrs Tuddenham, Mrs Tyler, Mrs Wood-Dow 

RATE OF SUBSCRIPTION: £5 per annum for 10 issues 

The Editors are not responsible for the opinions of correspondents 

expressed in letters or articles published in this magazine. 

Advertising in Dorney Parish News 

Dorney Parish News is an A5 newsletter that is circulated monthly (except January 
and August) to residents and businesses in Dorney Village, Dorney Reach,

Boveney and Lake End. 

Our current print run is 250. Estimated readership is around 400 people. There are 

approximately 300 residential properties in Dorney Parish. 

Rate Card: 

Contact:  Peter Bowman, Editor 

peter.bowman@talktalk.net 

07889 912714 

Advertising Rates Height mm Width mm 10 issues 1 issue

Full Page 190 130 £90 £12

Half Page 90 130 £50 £7

Third of a page (Horizontal) 60 130 £45 £6

Quarter Page (Horizontal) 45 130 £40 £5
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S U S A N  H A N D Y D A N C E

                       

 FROM BABIES TO ADULTS

W W W . S U S A N H A N D Y D A N C E . C O . U K

 BABY BALLET 18 MONTH+
PRIMARY BALLET

PRIMARY MODERN
PRIMARY TAP

ACROBATIC ARTS

BALLET

BODY CONDITIONING

CONTEMPORARY

CREATIVE DANCE

GCSE DANCE

MODERN JAZZ

TAP

ADULT BALLET STRETCH
ADULT BALLET

   ADULT CONTEMPORARY
ADULT BEGINNERS TAP

ADULT INTERMEDIATE TAP

BOYS CLASSES

office@susanhandydance.co.uk  /  07515 270432

A Complete Dance Training

ETON   WINDSOR   DATCHET   OLD WINDSOR   ETON WICK   ICKENHAM 
WOKING   RICHMOND

FREE 
 TRIAL 
CLASS
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BHS & ABRS Approved Riding School and Pony Club Centre 

Ri:ling School & Liverv 

Elm Farm, Boveney Road, Dorney Common 

NrWindsor, Berkshire, SL4 6QD 

We are a family run Riding School based on 
Dorney Common established for over 40 years!

• Qualified lnstructors
• Lessons available from 7 years upwards
• Pony Rides available for children as young as 4.
• We offer very popular Birthday parties
• Large Indoor and Outdoor schools
• Pony Club and Own a Pony activity days

• Open 6 days a week, Tuesday-Sunday

Gift Vouchers available through the website For

bookings and enquiries please call us on

01628 661275
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