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2



ISSUE NO. 5/21 JUNE 2021 

EDITORIAL 

It was a special occasion. Lunch at the Palmer Arms…with a (small) number of old friends. 
At last! If we were taking this small, careful step, we wondered what would be next for 

Dorney in the process of opening up. I was gloomy. Could it be that many of us had lost 

the inclination to congregate, to socialise as of old? Maybe, online contact had proved that 

most activities from business meetings to village societies to family get-togethers could 

continue with minimum effort, travel or inconvenience. More seriously, would many among 

us, especially the elderly, be nervous of gatherings, at least until the epidemic was a 

distant memory. I hoped that I was mistaken, and the gathering assured me that I was. 

Directly it was safe and authorised, people would be keen to make up for lost time, and 

that happy moment was almost imminent. 

I admit that I enjoy Zoom and the like. Fraught by controversy they may have been, but 

recent Dorney Parish Council meetings have worked pretty well online – in my opinion! I’m 
sure more residents have attended, and I know key figures in local government have 

pointed to an unexpected democratic bonus across the country from this enforced 

innovation. You may have noticed that this magazine is enthusiastic about Hedgerley 

History Society. Nothing can replace the post meeting pint (or two) in the White Horse, but 

virtual meetings of the society have attracted over 100 screens and thus up to 200 people, 

and a new online camaraderie has been forged without the need to clamber over others to 

find seats or crane necks from the back the village hall. On the same theme, I’ve intended 
for years to attend lectures at the British Museum but have been daunted by a late-night 

return train journey. In recent weeks, our study seems to be inhabited on a weekly basis by 

Anglo Saxons or Neanderthals. 

Many in Dorney know of the rigours of commuting, usually to London. One effect of new 

ways of working I have witnessed in my own family is considerable bonus time in the 

garden, allotment or, best of all, with children. I never minded the commute, but current 

trends encourage reflection on how many lost hours there might have been for me over the 

decades. New behaviours are emerging all the time, and they seem to be about flexibility – 

as we move towards family members meeting more freely, we get messages like ‘we’ll 
come and see you on Tuesday, but we’ve got to be at work that day’. 
But it’s the memorable social occasions that my friends and neighbours seem to 
remember. Lunches and barbeques on national occasions like royal jubilees; fetes on 

Trumper’s Field or at Dorney Court; a couple of hundred in an open parish council meeting 
in the Village Hall when we felt threatened by the development of Dorney Lake and the 

arrival of the Olympic Torch there twenty years later; standing room only in the Palmer 

Arms on Christmas Eve; the Annual Show; Annual Parish Meetings with so many 

representatives of local organisations. 

Let us know your view. I hope we retain the best of the new patterns of work and

communication. But I think the old ways will prevail. 
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The elections for members of the Bucks Unitary Council took place on May 6th. As Dorney 

Parish News set out last month how these elections had been delayed for two years, in this 

issue we should briefly note the results. 

The Unitary Council has 147 councillors. After the elections 113 of these will be 

Conservatives. The turn out across Bucks was 39%. Independents of various persuasions 

won 14 seats, making them the third largest ‘party’ after the Liberal Democrats on 15, 
leaving 4 Labour members and a single Green. If you believe that local politics need not be 

carried on within a strict party straight jacket, you might be encouraged that all three seats 

in The Wooburns, Bourne End and Hedsor were won by independents while the chair of 

the Beaconsfield Society picked up a seat in her local ward. In both areas there has been 

massive protest against proposed development on green belt land. Dorney has seen its 

conflicts, but in these wards there has been a real falling out between activists and 

councillors at various levels. 

49 wards return three councillors each. Dorney will be represented by the three 

Conservative councillors who were victorious in Cliveden ward, George Sandy, Kirsten 

Ashman and Paul Kelly. It was good to see Cllr Kelly as a new face at the most recent 

Parish Council meeting. I’m sure Zoe Hatch would like to have been a second Green 
county councillor, but she must be pleased with a fourth place and over a thousand votes 

in Cliveden. 

Intriguingly the turn out in Cliveden was only 33%, six points less than in Bucks as a whole. 

Are we less politically aware or committed in these parts? Surely, we’re not less public 
spirited. I’m sure turn out in Dorney was near universal, and it’s those Taplow and 
Burnham voters who stayed at home. In passing, it’s worth saying thanks to those electoral 
officials who appeared to be running well a secure Covid poll. Come to think of it, it was 

good to set foot inside the Village Hall again. 

There was no requirement for elections to Dorney Parish Council. The new council held it’s 
first meeting on May 11th and no doubt steep learning curves are being encountered. 

Elsewhere in this issue, members of both the new and the former council have their say on 

some of the recent issues. This magazine has long called for greater communication 

between the Council and residents, and it already appears that the omens are good. 

On that score, the most positive development will be the imminent development of an 

updated Parish Council website. This magazine is a monthly and has certainly not been 

able to keep residents updated on fast moving issues like Orchard Herbs Farm and the 

twists and turns of the roundabout saga. We hope the new council finds a way of utilising 

social media to the mutual benefit of themselves and precept payers, but even then 

Nextdoor and Facebook will remain better suited to debate and dialogue. A confident 

council deserves a platform to set out and explain its policy and even educate voters in 

local government realities. 

We are pleased to carry the views of a recent councillor in this issue, and we would like to 

carry more such articles. In the meantime, Dorney Parish News wishes the new council 

well. 
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Services in the Local Churches 

St James the Less, Dorney
St. John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
St. John the Evangelist, Eton 

Vicar: Revd. La Stacey, The Vicarage,  
69a Eton Wick Road, Eton Wick, Windsor,  

SL4 6NE  
Tel: 01753 852268 email: revlastacey@gmail.com 

For information about our churches, activities and church 

history please see our parishes’ web site: 
www.stjohnstjamesed.org.uk 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Methodist Church, Eton Wick Alma Road, Eton Wick, SL4 6JZ 
Minister: Rev Margaret Dudley, 01753 867117 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Burnham 

Parish Priest: Fr. Joseph Udoh, M.S.P. 01628 605764 

Revd La Stacey writes - Have you ever had to shove over to make room for 
someone to stay in your house? It can be quite disruptive, can't it? You, or one of 
the children, has to move out of their room and maybe sleep on the living room floor 
to make way for the visitors. There is an old Rabbinic story apparently, that talks 
about hospitality: when God wanted to create the universe, he realised that he had 
already filled everything, so he had to make some space in which his new creation 
could exist. Because he was present everywhere he had to withdraw from 
somewhere to allow the physical world to have its space. For all you Danish 
speakers out there, you will be familiar with this idea, 'hvor der er hjerterum er der 
husrum' (where there is heart-room, there is house-room). It can require quite a lot 
of self-sacrifice to make room for other people, both physically and in the sense of 
letting them be themselves in a relationship, but if your heart is big enough you get 
there.  

This is the time of year when we get to Trinity Sunday in the church calendar. I think 
it is every vicar's least favourite Sunday! How can you express the very heart of the 
concept of God in a way that makes any sense at all? The apostle Paul was a very 
interesting rabbi in his own right. He says that in Jesus, God emptied himself and 
made room for creation to enter his very heart. I'm sure you will have seen the icon 
of the Trinity by Rublev which illustrates this. Perhaps God opening his heart to us is 
a way of understanding what the concept of God in an ever-self-giving trinity 
means? 

We have a bit of a problem at the moment with the proposal by Bucks CC to paint 
yellow lines on both sides of Court Lane, which will limit hospitality. It will mean there 
is no space for people to park and use the church and churchyard. Is there really no 
room in the heart of our community for this community gathering place? Has the 
idea of griefs and joys shared in the wider context of sacred space really fallen out 
of our communal mindset? And the space for parking needs to be there not just for 
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those with a link to the church or churchyard, but random visitors too. The 
consultation regarding this closes on 6th June.  

It is such a relief, with the lifting of some lock-down restrictions as I write, that we are 
once again allowed to offer hospitality in our homes to one another. Once it has 
been restricted for a while, you come to appreciate what a gift it is to be able to 
make heart-room for one another in this way. Be of good heart and share safely! 

With blessings 
La 

Church Services in June 2021 

Wednesday  2nd  June 
10.00 am Holy Communion (said BCP)  St John the Evangelist, Eton 

Sunday  6th  June 
 9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) St James the Less, Dorney 

11.00 am All Age service St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Sunday 13th June 
  9.30 am Holy Communion  St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00 am Holy Communion St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Wednesday 16th  June 
10.00 am Holy Communion (said BCP)  St John the Evangelist, Eton 

Sunday 20th June 
  9.30am Holy Communion   St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Morning Worship St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 

Sunday 27th  June 
  9.30am Morning Worship St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Holy Communion St John the Baptist ,Eton Wick 
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With the May elections and the first 
meeting of the new Councillors over,   
we thought the June edition of Dorney 
Parish News would be an ideal 
opportunity to introduce your (mainly) 
new Parish Councillors: 

 Sunrise on the Jubilee River 

Jill Dax Chair 
Martyn Westcott-Wreford Vice Chair 
Stephen Baker  Finance Committee 
Euan MacLennan  Chair, Finance Committee 
Anna Palmer  
Robert Stopford Finance Committee 

Clerk (Locum) Hilda Holder (Ex Taplow Parish Council) 

We are also delighted that John Farrell, who keeps our community 
looking so clean and tidy, will be continuing to do so. Thanks to John’s 
expertise and commitment two very smart benches are back in the 
Memorial Garden, one with the Jubilee plaque beautifully restored by him 
and his wife Kathy. His next task is renovating the bench by the Tennis 
Court which should be ready shortly. 

Anna Palmer is making progress with 
obtaining a tree for Dorney for the 
Queen’s Green Canopy, which is a 
unique, UK-wide tree planting initiative 
created to mark Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee in 2022 by inviting 
people to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee." 
Where should such a specimen be 
planted in Dorney..? 

Dorney Parish Council 
Looking to the future 
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On the subject of trees, we were 
interested to learn that a 
predecessor of John Farrell’s was 
Jack (Lewis) Webb. 

The glorious beech tree on the 
corner of Court Lane was apparently 
dedicated to him and at one time 
there was a commemorative plaque. 

Someone may remember Jack - 
maybe the plaque is also hiding 
somewhere..? 

There was much to deal with at the 
April Parish Council meeting and 
actions taken since. The new 
website is in development stage and 
should be up and running in the next 

couple of weeks and all updates on the Court Lane/Dents Corner 
proposed roundabout, the Dorney Area Traffic Survey and the current, 
planned Dorney Lake opening will be posted along with much more. 

In the meantime, there is still one vacancy on the Parish Council so if you 
are tempted to join us, please contact the Clerk. 

Lamp Post Poppies 

The Parish Council is   planning to take 
part   in this project for the first time this 
year. 
From the 28th October to 13th 
November, poppies will be displayed on 
trees, lamp posts and telegraph poles 
throughout Dorney. 

The next Parish Meeting will be on Tuesday 15th June (3rd Tuesday this 
month) at Dorney School. Open to members of the public. This meeting 
will also be live streamed via Zoom, link will be advised in the Agenda. 

Dorney Parish Council 
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DORNEY SCHOOL 
Respect • Collaborate • Grow 

"The little village school with a 'Big Heart' 

and a warm welcome" 

• Beautiful 

grounds and 

excellent 

facilities 

• Ample 

parking for 

everyone 

Visit our website at www.dorneyschool.co.uk 
to register your interest in attending one of our four open event mornings 

for Foundation Sept 2022 now! 

Wednesday 29th September 2021/Thursday 14th October 2021/Tuesday 16th November 2021 and 
Wednesday 12th January 2022 

01628620871 office@dorneyschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

Published results 

above local and 

national schools, 

over the last three 

years. 

Warm, inclusive, 

nurturing 

community that 

places the child 

first. 

46% success 

in 11+ exams 

(2020) 

Part of Beeches 

Learning and 

Development Trust 

with Burnham 
Grammar School 



  DORNEY SCHOOL 

RESPECT * COLLABORATE * GROW 

News from Dorney School 
The picture that greets you as you enter our school. 

My reflections and musings in this wonderful magazine 
are always written from a retrospective viewpoint as it 
takes four weeks from submission to final publication 
and distribution. As I sit writing this in what must be one 
of the wettest late spring days so far, I can hear the rain 
beating persistently on the pavements outside. It can be 
music to one’s ears but if we must organise another wet 
playtime at school, I will raise my hands in despair! Our 
school gardens are starting to look bedraggled under the 
weight of all that downpour.  

Children, like plants, need a balance of sunshine and rain to thrive. They need to be 
outdoors exploring, going on adventures, and taking risks. They need family, friends, love, 
nurture, care, and supportive adults who will guide them through an incredibly challenging 
world. They need a first-class education system that prepares them for the 21st century and 
a national vision that prioritises their physical, mental, emotional, and learning needs. I was 
privileged to speak alongside the former children’s laureate Michael Rosen recently who 
many of you will be remarkably familiar with. We are both passionate about improving the 
educational landscape and ensuring schools are properly funded and supported. We both 

talked about better outcomes for our children and compared how Nordic countries manage 
to produce happier children and better outcomes. The UK came 27th in a UN league table 
of children’s well-being outcomes. Living in a wealthy nation is no guarantee of happiness. 
Even before the COVID-19 crisis created greater divides, the daily lives of millions of 
children in the richest countries fell far short of a good childhood. 

This week should have been Year 6 SATs (Standard Assessment Tests) week. Instead, for 
the past two years due to lockdown, SATs in Year 2 and 6, the phonics check in Year 1 
and the Multiplication test in Year 4 have been cancelled and these cancellations have 
enabled teachers to give our children all the time they need to recover (and rediscover) 
learning. The voices to abolish SATs and other formal primary assessments completely 
are getting stronger as much time is ‘lost’ usually to revision when the time could be used 
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efficiently to ensure our children are ready for the next stage of their journey. There are 
other ways to measure the success of schools rather than putting our children (and their 
teachers) under so much pressure. It is a good coincidence then, that what should have 
been SATs week, coincides with Mental Health Awareness Week. In a world that has been 
devastated by Covid and lockdown, it is right that we highlight the importance of a good 
mental health and well-being. Nature is the theme for this campaign and our teachers have 
actively encouraged our children to explore and be curious about the great outdoors. Our 
children have started to plant seeds and plants all over the school and are even starting a 
‘wild meadow’ campaign. 
To make it clear, assessments happen all the time in every classroom. A class teacher is 
ever only able to plan lessons based on consistently and constantly observing and 
assessing children’s learning. There is even a technical phrase for this – Assessment for 
Learning or AfL for short. Formal end of primary assessments do not add any real value to 
pupils’ learning in primary school or indeed, their transition to secondary school. Published 
results serves to create competition amongst schools as a ‘league table’ of schools is 
produced. There is a clamber to be near the top as there is a mistaken belief that the 
closer you are to the ‘Champions League’ position, the better your school is. This is not 
quite true. Schools, just like Dorney School, exist to serve their community and equip their 
children with what they need to prepare them for becoming responsible citizens. Imagine if 
this league no longer exists. Imagine every school is funded properly. Imagine there is trust 
in our teachers and school leaders to develop their curricula to be exciting and inspiring. 
Imagine a first-class education system that is the envy of the world. Imagine happy 
children with high life satisfaction. This can be our reality and what it takes is not a high 
accountability system, but a system that places the child at the centre from when they are 
born, to the day when they are ready to start their own families. 

Enough of my musings. The downpour is now a drizzle, and I may just be able to signal 
that playtime will be outdoors. I can already hear the sigh of relief across school as we 
enjoy the fresh spring air that is readily available around Dorney. 

Before I wish you well, do look at our new look school website 
https://www.dorneyschool.co.uk/ and do make an appointment to come and visit. I would 
love to show you around our wonderful school and let our children explain to you our vision 
and what can be possible when you place the child at the centre of all that you do. Dorney 
School is a place for everyone, and we truly believe that everyone is equal, no matter who 
you are, where you are from, what you identify yourself as. At our school, everyone 
belongs. 

Warmest wishes, 
Mrs Sharifah Lee 
Acting Headteacher 

P.S. And I forgot to tell you about our new chicken coop! The children will not forgive me if 
I did not include this piece of news. We incubated eggs, watched them hatch and are now 
the proud owners of spring chickens. More news and photos in the next edition. 
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SALUTATIONS ON DORNEY COMMON 

After months of rain finally the weather forecast app shows a yellow sun and rising 
temperatures. May has been a maybe but June promises a jungle of growth and a 
chance to let the saturated earth dry out. Heading up the M4 where the route no 
longer retains its usual landmarks, I turn off at the junction for Hayes and trundle 
along the older road towards the village. The High Street remains the same, or 
similar, but turning into the newly developed 18-acre business site, The Old Vinyl 
Factory, arrives to witness the amazing preservation of history.  

 Originally built in 1907, this was the 
site of the Gramophone Company 
factory, not only building 
gramophones but also releasing 78 
rpm records on its record label, His 
Master’s Voice. The HMV logo was a 
Jack Russell called Nipper listening 
to a gramophone and became one of 
the 20th century’s most enduring 
images. 

In 1928 an award-winning architect 
Wallis, Gilbert and Partners designed 

the new state-of-the-art factory, three monumental buildings with Art Deco touches 
and innovative open-plan reinforced concrete floors which are flooded with natural 
light from lines of huge windows. By 1932, a merge with Columbia gives birth to 
EMI, and now no longer just a pressing plant, becomes the global hotspot of 
technological innovation, with breakthroughs in high-definition TV and stereo sound. 
The world’s first stereo recording is of trains pulling in and out of Hayes station.  

 As the Swinging 60’s evolve with down-tempo lifestyles 
and flower-power fashionistas, The Beatles, as an 
emerging group, sign up to the label in 1963, quickly 
propelling EMI to the centre stage of the music industry. 
Every single Beatles album from Revolver to Sergeant 
Pepper having been mastered and manufactured in 
Hayes.  

Into the 70’s leading the way with the new progressive 
rock revolution, with emblematic records from Pink 
Floyd, Deep Purple and Queen, the factory is kept at full pelt to sate the thirst for 
vinyl purchases. These three vast buildings now at top capacity employ over 22,000 
people. Sadly, by the late 70’s, vinyl sales started to dwindle when the cassette 
player takes over as the new way of housing sound. EMI merges with Thorn and 
finally moves out of Hayes, with only the central building remaining open until the 
90’s. Local impact was huge.  

Covering a vaccinating shift at the Old Vinyl Factory proved to be an experience, as 
the old EMI record plant remains mostly intact, the old Art Deco buildings mixing 
with the rising new build homes, innovation and educational hubs, restaurants, 
shops, cinema, live music and of course the gyms that keep people in the right 
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shape to fit into the scene. The pedestrian street that runs throughout is aptly named 
‘The Groove’, a tree lined walkway that links Hayes to Harlington.  

As I swing my car into the entrance, on my right 
is a 30-foot-high statue of Nipper, the HMV dog. 
He sits as he always did with one ear cocked 
listening, to stately preside over all that come to 
visit. Evidence of cranes and building show that 
this is now well under way to being transformed 
to a future buzz spot, select shopping, chic cafes 
and enigmatic entertainment, with the mother of 

all sitting in the centre hub, the Old Vinyl Factory. 

 Walking to the entrance, along the footpath, four dark green 20-foot gramophone 
horns salute the way up to the main door of this factory. Once in, another surprise, 
nothing is diminutive here, a huge photo portrait of Twiggy, in all slender elegance, 
bears down, creating the perfect retro chic feel of fashionable sophistication. Hiding 
my Covid-year (stay home and eat) rolls under my ample work T-shirt, puff heavily 
and climb two sets of industrial staircases to the main Vax unit, where now the NHS 
have come to cuckoo in this historic space. 

Spread across two floors, the NHS have laid out their vaccine offer in the usual 
efficient way, with a drawer area (loading vaccine into syringes), ten pods (vax 
stations), and a recovery sit space. As the Pinnacle (software linked to GP’s) fires 
up, gears for the day move from neutral to first and the doors open to a steady 
trickle of citizens coming for their protective jab. Being close to Brentford, an Indian 
variant hotspot, the day steadily increased in tempo, and along with it the energy 
within rose to rhythmically follow suit.  

One Indian older gentleman arrived at my pod, just before the queue started to 
lengthen, so with time to speak we spoke about life and the life after Covid that we 
all hope for, the humbleness and gratitude we feel, and the appreciation of the 
scientists that have facilitated this miracle. Done and dusted with his little blue 
record card in hand, he jumps sharply to his feet and exclaims ‘I am eternally 
grateful for your contribution to this vaccination effort’ and with that, standing as 
straight as a metal rod, crisply salutes. I need to broaden my smile, but avoid this, to 
keep a gracious face in place, and thank him deeply. 

Eleventy-eight jabs later, and back home at the cottage, the grass is growing a mile-
a-minute from the constant soak and shine weather. My husband Dave, is as usual, 
guiding the mower on its routine up and down strips of stripes to keep his lawns in 
order. Finally, he has stopped completely mowing the paddock save a few 
meandering paths, so amid the long grasses a few wildflowers now smile through. 
So, as we can now grin more frequently, and embrace the possibility of a less 
restrictive life, I sit with my cool cider and recall back a lovely Filipino lady I once 
worked with who told me, ‘whatever happens, I always wear my best smile’. It stays 
with me, so I do my best to be mindful and follow this mantra. 

‘Your smile is your logo, your personality is your business card, but how you leave others feeling 
after having met you becomes your trademark’ ANON 

Kristina Perkins 
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Stanley Hellmuth: 17 July 1929 – 14 April 2021 

It is with great sadness that we have to inform you of the passing of Stan Hellmuth, who 
has been part of village life in Dorney Reach for 56 years. 

Stan was born on 17th July 1929 in St Leonards Road, Windsor to Alice and Fred.  He was 
the youngest of four children with one sister, Gwen and two brothers Teddy and Bill. 

Stan went to Spittal Infants School in Windsor and then onto the Windsor Boys Grammar 
School where he developed his love of football and rugby.  He was conscripted into the 
RAF, where we think they may have trained him to be a “wing gunner in a Spitfire” as he 
told all his grandchildren and great grandchildren! 

He met our mum, “his Mav”, who was evacuated from London in the war and lived in 
Victoria Street, Windsor.   They married on 23rd March 1951 in Windsor Parish Church 
and moved into Meadow Way, Old Windsor along with a bunch of friends, some of whom 
they met at school, and remained friends with all their lives.  Whilst living there they had 
five children. 

Stan had a friend, Don Vaughan, who was a builder.   He told them he had a plot of land 
he was building a house on at Dorney Reach that he thought would suit them.  After a bit 
of hesitation, they went to look at the plot and the plans and made a few changes to the 
layout of the house and, as they say, the rest is history!  They moved there in August 1965 
and named the house Boskerris – after the hotel in which they spent their honeymoon.   

Dad started his working life in the Accounts Department at Specto Avionics.  A few years 
on he decided to branch out and opened “The Office” on Burnham High Street.  He worked 
hard to establish the business, helped in no small part by mum.  It was highly successful, 
as Dad had a real knack for attracting new clients, some of whom lived in Dorney.  As the 
business expanded, he took on more office space and became very involved in the High 
Street.  It remained his workplace until he retired and sold the business in 1998. 

He became a member of a number of charitable organisations, including Rotary, and was 
devoted to village life.  Four of his children attended Dorney School where he was a 
School Governor and also acted as accountant for the PTA.  He was also instrumental in 
the construction of the Village Hall. 

As Treasurer of St James’, we have been told he also kept a wise eye on the financial 
state of the Church along with the Philip Palmer Memorial Trust, and the PCC.  He also 
helped keep the churchyard in tip top condition with his grass cutting and weeding!  He 
was a keen member of the Dorney Horticultural Society and won the “Best Kept Garden” 
competition one year.  

He acted referee for Dorney Football Club matches on Trumper’s Field – one year 
arranging a Fancy-Dress football match on Boxing Day.  He liked to support the local 
hostelries.  Both he and Marion were involved in many village events including Village 
Fetes and Jubilee Celebrations.  

Mum and Dad lived a long and happy life in Dorney.  They were fantastic parents and as 
us children each got married, left home, and had children of our own and those children 
had their children, they supported and loved us all with a passion. 

In 2015 he lost his ‘soul mate’ and never really accepted that she had gone.  For the rest of 
his life, he asked us all where she was and when she was coming home.  It gives us family 
some real comfort to know that they are now together again in Dorney Churchyard. 

Liz Waters and John Hellmuth 
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The Editor. Dorney Parish News 

Sir 

So, all the members of the Parish Council, bar one, resigned.  And who can 
blame them! Critics, not least the Dorney Parish News, have been yapping at 
their heels for some while and with the fiasco of the roundabout I guess they 
decided enough is enough. I would like to take into account their long years of 
service to the parish and to thank them, most sincerely, for freely giving their 
time to the demands of Parish Council affairs throughout their tenure. 

I have yet to meet anyone in the parish who is in favour of the proposed 
roundabout and yet the case to have it scrapped, or procure some 
amelioration, is weakened because the authorities were handed a petition 
signed by over 500 supporters of the scheme. 

I, like many others, would like the junction returned to its pre-Olympic Games 
lay-out.   

To be fair, I suspect that many of the 500 supporters had in mind something 
less obtrusive than the resultant design. 

I suppose every household in the parish has received the communication from 
the Directorate for Communities Highways and Technical Services regarding 
Proposed Resident Parking Controls in Dorney Lake Area. It seeks our views 
of the restrictions planned for the whole parish as first revealed in last month’s 
DPN. I think that the village roundabout is a timely warning, and I will not be 
ticking boxes until I know more of the underlying detail. On the face of it, 
residents could be as inconvenienced as uninvited visitors.  

What are the rules of a Permit Parking Area and how do they apply to 
householders, their visiting families and friends, tradesmen and workmen? Are 
permits free and how many can you have?  And what of No Waiting at 
Anytime?  Much of it feels so unnecessary; for instance, how often does one 
encounter vehicles stopping or waiting on Common Road? There will be a 
proliferation of signs (75+) and road markings throughout the parish indicating 
which restriction applies to that particular site. And double yellow lines.   

How will the restrictions be enforced? Will it require traffic wardens? Will there 
be a requirement to provide a public car park within the parish?   

I daresay that much of the plan is grist to DTWG, but it is way OTT, a step to 
urbanisation and contrary to our attempts to maintain a village environment. 

I think we should draw back from this enveloping plan before, like the 
roundabout, we end up with something we neither need nor want.   

Surely a permanent closure of the Rowing Lake to the general public would 
suffice? 

Charles Cody 
Dorney Reach 
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 HORSES IN OAK STUBBS LANE FIELD 

I’ve heard all the rumours, and even been asked the questions about the ongoings in the 

field in Oak Stubbs Lane, so I would like to make clear that I have nothing to do with 

horses now. 

I rented the field with my daughter Paula for over 40 years from Eton College. Some of you 

may remember Paddy, Poppet, Lady, Rio, Tara, Rocky, Oliver, Jake the donkey, (I’d never 

get a donkey again, they are stubborn, and it took four of us to hold him when the 

blacksmith trimmed his feet) Harvey, and most recently Hercules and Seb. We always 

made sure that our horses were fed regularly, at the same time every day, whether that 

was summer or winter. They were always well looked after and had access to shelter and 

fresh-water day or night. They were exercised regularly and were never overworked or 

mistreated. 

We hope that many children and adults had a lot of enjoyment having the horses there and 

being able to interact with them, even if it was just feeding them their favourite carrots, 

apples and polos, although at times people with no knowledge of horses were feeding 

them bread, grass mowings and sweets, which could lead to them getting colic and this is 

very serious in horses. However, we felt once we educated these people and put up signs 

to say only feed carrots, apples and polos, all was well and the horses, especially 

Hercules, knew which ones came visiting with treats, if only walking past with their dogs - 

especially if it was Mrs Oxlade, when she was alive. Such a lovely person, she wanted to 

look after the horses when I went on holiday. My mother used to buy bags of carrots and 

apples every week as part of her weekly shopping. 

Sometimes we would take children into the field 

to groom the horses or just stroke them, but we 

were unable to give rides as we were not insured 

to do so. One of our visitors a couple of years 

ago was Jamie Turvey, whom you may have 

read about in this Parish Magazine. He groomed 

Hercules and sat on his back for a while with my 

support, and it was amazing to see how much he 

enjoyed it. Also, a lady with special needs came 

all the way from Burnham with her carer just to 

see Hercules and feed him a few carrots. If her 

carer was not the usual one, she was able to give 

the new carer directions to Oak Stubbs Lane. 

This is just a couple of examples we shared; 

however, we do hope that many of you got 

enjoyment too. People need interaction with 

animals just as much as the animals need the 

interaction with people - especially Hercules, he 

loved all the attention, he is a real character, and 

his favourite pastime was rolling in the mud, especially after his annual bath. 

We were very lucky we had a very good blacksmith who came every six weeks to trim the 

horses’ hooves usually during the early morning of the school run, so mums slowed down 

in their cars so that the children could see what a Blacksmith does. Many people asked if 
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they could take photos. Also, we had a great vet who lived very close by. We were so lucky 

with the residents of Oak Stubbs Lane, who all kept a close eye on the comings and 

goings in the field, although they did let us down a few of times, once when someone came 

in the early hours of the morning and stole all our water troughs!! Another time was when 

there was a loose horse from Marsh Lane and the police broke our lock and put the horse 

in with ours, and also when a two-legged fox stole our chicks. We kept chickens for a while 

and during the day the chickens would scratch around in the field and up the banks; the 

horses didn’t mind them at all. We kept our buildings and manure heap well away from the 

houses and would bag up the field manure and leave it at the gate for people to collect free 

of charge as long as they returned the bags. We had plenty of happy customers and some 

even left us presents - a bonus, eh! Well, it was hard work on ones back. One resident, 

Pauline at number 21, misses the horses so much I have to keep sending her photos of 

Hercules to keep her posted of his new life and new friends. 

Out riding we would keep to the bridle paths where possible, riding single file on the roads, 

and not on footpaths, unless it was to get out of the way of a dangerous driver. We would 

very often stop and let children stroke the horses and give them polo mints - our pockets 

were always full of those, and one day a bride and groom were having their photos taken 

along the Jubilee River so we stopped and waited, but when they saw us, they asked if the 

horses could be in the photos. How cool is that? Our claim to fame is that when we had a 

spotted pony called Rocky who used to pull a Governess Trap, Dorney School asked Ernie 

Wise, who had recently moved into the area to open their fete and we were asked to 

collect him in our pony and trap. I’ll never forget as we approached the school, he said “the 
pony was white when he arrived but then I flicked my pen at him, and he is now spotted”.  
Another time when we were involved with the school was when Paula was studying for her 

O levels, we put her pony Lady in foal, and during the morning one class at a time was 

marched past with their teacher to get a glimpse of the new-born. 

The start of the Smart motorway was a big problem for us. We lost a third of our grazing 

and the stable and shelter. We fought tooth and nail for months to get compensation for 

the loss of grazing, and new buildings, which are mobile now, so after the completion of 

the works these hopefully will be moved back to the rear of the field where the old buildings 

used to be. Let’s hope the badgers, foxes and deer will return. 

Just before the first lock down Paula moved to Dorset and took her beloved Hercules with 

her. He is 30 years old now and arrived in Oak Stubbs Lane when he was a foal. He is in a 

lovely yard with 2 paddocks to himself and a shelter. Everyone has fallen in love with him, 

so there is no shortage of volunteers to look after him if Paula wants to go on holiday. She 

occasionally rides him out for a gentle hack with other horses and he is a calming influence 

on them. Seb has gone to a retirement home in the New Forest, so I decided it was my 

time to retire from all the hard work and the early mornings and have more time to enjoy 

my retirement (and be better off financially). Harry will have no more fences to mend either. 

Up until lock down I had been a volunteer for Riding for the Disabled in Fulmer, so 

hopefully after June 21st this can resume. 

Teresa McGuinness 
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Checks and Balances – Swings and Roundabouts 

The Parish Council met on 11th of May 2021.  It was comprised of five “new” 
councillors and one previous councillor.  It is apparently highly unusual that six of 

the seven long standing councillors all chose not to re-stand and additionally that the 

clerk should also resign.  Why did so many no longer wish to be involved?  My 

understanding is that all the ex-councillors had particular personal reasons but there 

was one large common thread.  The local “debate” driven by a few individuals with 

an agenda, most of whom had never previously even attended an AGM, who have 

actually contributed little to the community over the years, other than their comments 

through social media, had become so toxic that, as volunteers, there was a 

collective sense of “why bother!”   
Presumably Nextdoor’s most vocal contributors will have some positive and 
charitable comments about that last paragraph!  

I supported the creation of a Mini Roundabout.  One of the first actions of the “new 
Council” was halting it. This was proposed by Cllr. Jill Dax (The one who remained) 

now in the chair and the newly appointed Parish Councillors. This decision was 

taken without first confirming if a delay may create a problem to Highways England 

who would be responsible for building it. It was also despite the Chairman previously 

voting and speaking in favour of it, Dorney Transport Working Group proposing it 

(chaired by Mr. Bill Dax), all the previous Parish Councillors supporting it as did, 

Bucks Transport, District and County Councillors, and the current MP.  The Chair’s 

grounds were, in the first instance, on the basis of the required “safety report” that 
questioned if a mini-roundabout would cause an issue to the trucks and boat trailers 

navigating the junction.  Bucks Highways took the view it didn’t as they continued to 

support the scheme. This is probably as the proposed mini roundabout is physically 

just a raised painted circle on the road, the road remaining essentially the same. So, 

unless Buckinghamshire Highways have taken to using magic painted circles that 

stop longer vehicles it would make no difference to the articulated vehicles, trailers 

or canoes turning to get access to Dorney Court or the Rowing lake. 

The previous Parish Council had identified lighting as a potential issue early in the 

process.  We wanted posts in keeping with the area and light pollution reduced as 

much as possible.  We discussed this with Bucks Transport and were asked to 

contribute some monies to allow for an upgrade to heritage lighting. The Council 

agreed to contribute £5K to give the village something in keeping with its more rural 

environment. Unfortunately Bucks Highways got some lighting costings wrong.  This 

they now acknowledge and are trying to resolve.  The new Chairman proposed DPC 

stop this payment, this was agreed by the others. I believe it should have been 

made clear to Bucks Highways that this could be reinstated when they came forward 

with a satisfactory solution, so that they don’t revert to proposing the more modern 
lighting. 

I enjoyed Mr Palmer’s wonderful piece in last month’s Dorney Parish News, very 

eloquent, if sadly incorrect in places and somewhat offensive in others. His family 

own most of the properties and land around the junction.  He, and his family 
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understandably have strong views of what they think is best.  He made references in 

his article to DPC support from Romania and Spain for the roundabout, and later 

referenced “dodgy polling and subjective views.”  I presume he was alluding to the 

petition, required by the Buckinghamshire County Council, and requiring a minimum 

of one hundred signatures from Bucks residents to support the roundabout.  A 

petition is just a document supporting a particular cause. We were all genuinely 

surprised by the number of respondents to the petition. It easily exceeded the 

County’s requirements from Buckinghamshire residents alone. However, there were 

a tiny handful of odd respondent addresses e.g. Spain. Those were all obviously 

excluded from the required count. The process was followed entirely as requested 

and even respondents from Eton Wick and Berkshire who also supported were 

excluded.  It’s sad that he chose to portray it, and by extension the Parish Council 

and the Clerk, as having done something wrong. To discredit the overall petition is, 

at best, disingenuous and is the type of local comment that encouraged the existing 

councillors to not re-stand. 

Mr Palmer quotes from his “independent” report which we understood he personally 

commissioned and paid for. Given that DPC saw neither its scope or instruction nor 

were privy to any conversations with the originators, I don’t know if it can genuinely 

be described as truly independent.  If it had gone contrary to his views, would it have 

been so widely published? The previous Parish Council sent the report to Bucks, 

even despite this, for further consideration …..but, they still supported the 
roundabout.  I had his report briefly reviewed by another external transport 

consultant company, who, like Bucks, thought the junction suited a roundabout.  I 

suppose you pay your money and take your choice.  Most of the consultants we 

have discussed this with use phrases like “best endeavours,” “in all likelihood, “and 
“on balance.”  I suppose therefore, on balance, most have said it should slow traffic 

and is very likely to reduce the severity of accidents. 

It seems the mini roundabout project is being kicked into the long grass.  The money 

to do it will most likely go away once Highways England disappear and we will go 

back to exactly the same traffic and safety issues.  I look forward to the DPC’s “new” 
suggestions; Humps, chicanes and others having previously been reviewed by the 

Council. A mini-roundabout was considered the least intrusive solution for the 

majority of residents and the environment. However, if they find a better, less 

intrusive idea, good luck to them. I genuinely hope they do and can then find funding 

and get the approvals needed to make it happen.  Dents Corner will be back as it 

was. Those around it, and those against the idea of a painted circle will be happy.  A 

genuine opportunity to try to address speed through the village, the safety of our 

residents crossing or pulling out from their homes in Village Road, horse riders, and 

the care of the thousands of other drivers that pass through may be just an 

unfortunate cost. 

Andrew Purdie (Ex-DPC Councillor) 

Footnote: If the Mini-roundabout failed or made things worse, I would be the first to 

help burn off the magic paint. 
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Neighbourhood Policing 
Newsletter 

Issue 2021/2 

Taplow, Burnham and The Farnhams 

Neighbourhood Priorities 

Priority – Speeding 

Our Roads Policing unit have been deploying our mobile speed camera vans over the last 
couple of months at various locations around the South Bucks area.  In February the mobile 
speed camera was deployed on 8 occasions and identified 424 offences.  The fixed camera 
identified in two separate locations 86 speeding offences.  In March the mobile camera was 
deployed on four occasions around the area and 374 offences were identified.    Our fixed 
camera have identified 363 offences in South Bucks during March. 

Priority – Burglary 

This quarter we have seen an increase in Burglary of 25% which have gone up from 8 to 
10. Now that the warmer weather is approaching and lockdown measures are easing
please remember to stay vigilant and s

Other News 

The NH team carried out several joint visits with Immigration to local businesses as part of 
Op Aident across South Bucks.  We have identified at least five individuals who are now 
receiving support around modern day slavery.  

A male has received a Community Protection Warning after numerous reports of him seen 
begging around the Bishops Centre in Taplow. 

Offenders Brought to Justice 

One male has been charged with 3 x shopliftings from Tesco, Taplow 
A male has also been charged with 2 x shopliftings from both Tesco’s & Sainsbury’s, 
Taplow 
A juvenile has received a caution for shoplifting a Tesco, Taplow 
A juvenile was cautioned for shoplifting at Tesco, Taplow 
A female has been charged with criminal damage in Farnham common. 
A male has been charged with 2 accounts of Theft from motor vehicle in the Taplow area 
A male has been charged with drug supply in the Taplow area. 
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Rainbows 

It’s been one hell of a ride, and it’s still hanging on by a thread, just waiting for us to 
drop our guard, relax into complacency and BANG! 

“Hallo! It’s me again. Get back in your boxes. I’ve not done with you yet.” 
Tough for some and disastrous for a few. We have looked in horror, well fed on our 
colour TVs at the shocking events that have overwhelmed India, Brazil and other 
countries, and at the frightening death toll broadcast nightly on the news for those 
brave enough to watch. People have lost their lives, health, wealth, happiness and 
contentment. 

But for a very fortunate group including me, it’s been OK, only up to a point, but 
even for us the novelty has worn off now and can we get back to normal please. 

My regular reader, bless you, will recall that I wear a lovely green uniform in the 
course of my work, and there really is no better outfit for chatting to people, and 
have them chat to you. Of late I have noticed that complete strangers have 
wonderful happy chats in lifts or waiting in queues or just on the street. It’s a bit like 
unexpectedly finding a valued lost relationship and catching up, and in many ways, 
that’s precisely what we are doing. It’s like coming back into the sunshine. 
Soon, we hope, Covid will be a distant hideous memory, and I see stirrings of a less 
pleasant old normality already. My local ‘Next Door’ has warned us that the 
Council’s generosity is at an end and car parking charges are being re-introduced, 
ending the incentive to shop locally. The local businesses are back on their own 
again, as ever, not overburdened with government assistance. 

I recently drove my ambulance to an East London hospital with a patient. I used to 
drive a truck emblazoned with ‘London Symphony Orchestra’ around London back 
‘in the day’, and while the driving could never be described as pleasant, road 
closures were few, rat runs worked well if you knew your way around, and one was 
aware of having the privilege of being part of one of the most vibrant and beautiful 
cities on the planet.  

Now it’s all rather different. It looked tired and shabby as my patient and I looked out 
sadly from our stationary vehicle as we crawled down the single lane of the 
eastbound Euston underpass at the graffiti scrawled onto the filthy walls and at the 
litter strewn derelict empty cycle lane next to us, breathing in the trapped fumes as 
we sat there. When we did eventually creep forward, we came to a filter on the left 
with other frustrated drivers forced their way into the one lane, while scooters 
swerved dangerously between us. Any dispensation for ambulances was long 
forgotten. Beautiful and vibrant it was not, and I was saddened. It would heap 
tragedy upon calamity if we lost that lovely rediscovery of what it is to be human and 
happy. 

On the first lockdown, you may recall the weather was perfect, and among my 
friends, it was easy to spot those of us locked down as we paraded our suntans on 
‘Zoom’ get togethers, but this last one has been…well, you think of a suitable word, 
and while I was lucky enough to enjoy limited freedom as an Ambulance ‘Gofer’, 
suntans were not in abundance, but the unlocking of all the freedoms we took for 
granted before they were snatched from us has been wonderful. One of the most 
painful memories of Covid for me was having to order my tiny grandchildren back as 
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they ran towards me, their tiny arms outstretched, only to halt abruptly in 
disappointment. Their joy at throwing themselves at Papa is exceeded only by mine. 

So it was that my lovely partner and I were on our way to work early in the morning, 
gazing from our vehicle stuck in inevitable road works at Dorney, when we saw a 
late teenage girl walking purposefully along the footpath towards a tall lad going in 
the opposite direction. They met, gently hugged each other, eyes closed in complete 
bliss, eons from our traffic jam in the light rain, and right there was the rainbow that I 
had been seeking. Now I share Noah’s elation at the sight of a dove holding the 
olive branch. 

Stay safe 

Mike Quincey 

Email from Julie-Ann Chapman at Thames Valley Hospice shops to Alice Foxley 

Apologies for the delay in contacting you after you sent all those lovely Easter eggs 

and knitted chicks. 

You will be happy to know we sold the lot!  I made up some boxes with straw and 

added some chicks and they flew out (excuse the pun). 

Thanks again to you and all the ladies that knitted these beautiful chicks. 

Julie-Ann 
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Dorney Village Hall 
www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 

Coronavirus – COVID19 

We are open for family/children's parties from 21st June 2021,
subject to government advice.

Dorney Village Hall has a large main area with stage, a smaller annexed room, 
and kitchen. 

It is served by a large private car park and adjacent there is a tennis court, a multi 
activity games area (MUGA), playground and a playing field. 

It is used by residents for a multitude of activities such as dancing classes, keep 
fit, yoga, badminton, horticultural and hired out for parties, dances and weddings. 

The management committee welcomes non-residents, organisations, clubs, 
businesses, and societies to hire the halls. 

Main hall: 15 x 7.4m, ceiling height 7m 
Fixed stage with curtains: 4.5 x 6m  

Annexe: 9.8 x 3.5m, ceiling height 2m 

Licensed to seat 100 people 
Children’s tables and chairs available 
Beechwood suspended dance floor 

75 space free car park 

From £13 per hour (minimum of 3 hours) for Dorney Parish Residents 

Email: enquiries@dorneyvillagehall.com 

Online on www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 
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Set in the grounds of Dorney Court Estate, near Eton, visitors will find a unique and 

innovative garden destination offering a curated range of plants for all seasons, as well 

as inspired items for the home and garden. 

Our shop blends practical and stylish products from around the world with plants that 

are often difficult to source, particularly from garden centres. With a full nursery of 

garden and indoor plants, eco-friendly growing supplies, home and garden décor, 

furniture, firepits, and gifts, Crocus at Dorney Court seamlessly offers something for 

every home and garden. 

We have everything you need to get your garden fit for spring and for growing your 

own fruit and vegetables. Gardening is great for your physical and mental health so 

come along and enjoy shopping safely outside! 

The Cafe is now open for inside and outside dining, in line with Covid-9 guidelines

Please check our website (www.Crocus.co.uk/Dorney) for any operational changes due 

to the current Covid guidelines. 

www.crocus.co.uk 
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WORKHOUSE: Part 1 by Virginia Silvester 

For much of the 19th century and the early part of the 20th, the workhouse was a place of 
last resort for the poor and needy. In 1836, Eton Union Workhouse was built, for the 
people of Slough and the surrounding area including Dorney. It had capacity for 440 
inmates and was regarded as a model of its type. The buildings survive, repurposed as 
Upton Hospital. 

There could be many reasons for entering the workhouse. Its residents included those 
unable to afford a home or food, suffering from illness or disability, old people, abandoned 
children and unmarried mothers. Vagrants could find a bed for the night. The workhouse 
provided shelter, a basic but nutritious diet, plain uniform clothing, medical treatment and 
children’s education. But it was not a desirable place to be. Men and women were housed 
in separate accommodation, sleeping on hard beds in dormitories. Married couples were 
split up and children separated from their parents. The able bodied were expected to work 
and there were few comforts.  

When the census was taken in 1881, the workhouse inmates included three people who 
originated in Dorney. They were George Denton, a widowed farm labourer aged 67, born 
on Dorney Common; Richard Davis, an unmarried agricultural worker aged 61, born in 
Dorney; and Ann Holman, 85 years old and married, described as a general servant and 
also born in Dorney. I thought it would be interesting to discover their back stories and try 
to find out why they ended up in the workhouse. This first part looks at the two farm 
workers; a second part will explore the life of Ann Holman. 

George Denton was born in 1813. As a widow, his mother went to live with her widowed 
brother in Dorney, where she died in 1853. George married Mary Ann Parsons in 1848 and 
they were living in Eton Wick when their first child, Eliza, was born the following year. They 
had moved to Boveney when the family increased with Francis born in 1851 and Louisa in 
1854. Finally, they settled in Burnham High Street, where four more children were born – 
Esther in 1857, William in 1860, James in 1863 and Thomas in 1867. At a time when infant 
mortality was common, George and Mary Ann were fortunate to lose only two of their 
children – William and Thomas, who both died as toddlers. 

Concerned by the effects on education and morality of gangs of children and women 
labouring in farmers’ fields, an inquiry was held in the mid-1860s. In our area, this took 
evidence from local farmer Joseph Trumper, who explained that he employed a group of 8 
to 10 women weeding and removing couch grass. All were aged over 16, some married, 
and they lived in Burnham village. The women worked from 8am till 4pm, with an hour off 
for dinner, for 9d a day. Mary Ann was probably one of these women, as we know she 
worked as a field labourer once her children were old enough. Joseph Trumper also 
employed three boys between the ages of 10 and 13, driving ploughs or hay carts. They 
were expected to work from 6am to 5pm, with an hour and a half for meals, and for this 
they were paid 3s or 3s 6d a week. 

Locally, there was much more concern about poor and expensive housing for farm workers 
than about women and children working in the fields. In May 1868, an article about this in 
the Burnham Magazine did not mince its words: 

“…the terrible state of the dwellings of our poor…Not only are many of these 
cottages in the worst state of tottering dilapidation, but there is so little 
accommodation in them at the price, that the families who live in them must be 
huddled together…all the sermons in the world won’t make a shaky cottage 
windtight, or give it another room…when these ‘homes’ are emptied, from the sheer 
impossibility of living in them, the beer-shops of course are filled.” 
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The enquiry noted that cottage rents could be as much as 3s 6d a week, which for a man 
typically earning 14s a week as a farm worker was a substantial amount. One Burnham 
labourer’s wife said it cost her 10s a week just for bread to feed her family of six children, 
for whom she could not afford to pay the fees to send to school and “they haven’t clothes 
to go in”. It was stated that George and Mary Ann and their four children were living in a 
poor cottage with one bedroom. Eliza could read and write a little, but Louisa was unable 
to do either. 

The cottage was slightly less crowded than it might have been because son Francis, aged 
13, had been caught stealing apples, walnuts and turnips from three different properties in 
September 1865. As the boy had a previous conviction, the magistrate sentenced him to 
14 days in prison followed by 3 years in a reformatory. As teenagers, Eliza and Louisa too 
were caught stealing on other occasions – apples and raspberries from a Burnham garden, 
turnip tops – but escaped punishment. In November 1870, their father George was 
imprisoned for a month with hard labour. He had been unable to pay a fine of 20s plus 8s 
6d costs for stealing turnips. One can only guess at the grinding poverty which drove the 
family to steal food for the table. 

In 1871, George and Mary Ann were still living in Burnham High Street, with their youngest 
two children. But by 1877 they were in the Eton Union Workhouse, when Mary Ann died 
there, aged 53. They would have been separated in the workhouse, maybe being allowed 
to see each other in the yard. George survived there until 1885 when he died aged 72. 
Their children were in no position to support them. Eliza and Louisa were both married. 
Esther, who had been noted as deaf, became a farm worker, and gave birth to a daughter 
in 1877 when she was 19. By 1881 she too was in the workhouse having just given birth 
there to a second daughter. She was still in the workhouse in 1891 with her two girls, but 
by 1901 she was working as a laundress and living in a room in Salt Hill. Francis worked 
as an agricultural labourer and lived for a time with his married sister Eliza, but by 1881 he 
was in Uxbridge Union Workhouse in Hillingdon, where he died in 1906. James too worked 
on farms and lived as a boarder, without a home of his own. 

The precarious nature of the Denton family’s finances made it difficult to avoid slipping into 
the workhouse when unable to earn enough to put a roof over their heads or food on the 
table. But times could be hard even without a family to provide for. Richard Davis was a 
farm labourer like George Denton, but he never married.  

Richard was born in 1820, one of eight children born in Dorney or Boveney to Richard and 
Sarah Davis. Richard senior was also a labourer and probably died when his children were 
quite young. In 1841 Richard junior was living with his mother and three siblings in 
Boveney. But Sarah died in 1850 and Richard’s brothers and sisters married and started 
families of their own. Farm work was the main occupation, and the children were expected 
to play their part. Richard’s married sister Jane Swabey lived at Lake End, Dorney 
Common or Dorney village, and she and her labourer husband had ten children. The boys 
were working by the age of 11, and in 1871 two of her sons, aged 20 and 14, were living 
and working at Manor Farm. When she was widowed, Jane lived with first one and then 
another of her married daughters on Dorney Common, until her death in 1902. 

For whatever reason, Richard was unable to find a home with his brothers and sisters. 
Maybe this was because he chose casual labour over steady farm work. The mid-19th 
century was a peak time for construction of the railways, much of it hard physical manual 
work for which agricultural workers were often recruited. In 1851 Richard was labouring on 
the development of the lines near Banbury, lodging with a small group of other young 
labourers from our area. By 1871 he was in Eton Union Workhouse as a pauper, and he 
remained there, where he would have been unable to see his family, until he died in 1888. 
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Nick Teale  Donkey Derby Committee 

27, The Fairway, Burnham SL1 8DS 

Tel 01628605177 email nickteale@btinternet.com 

Rotary Club of Burnham Beeches is registered charity no. 1073196 

At Burnham Village Fete on Saturday July 10, 2021 

Dazzling Donkeys Art Competition. 

The competition is now open! 

Create artwork in any form, it can be colouring in, drawing or painting, a model, a mask, 

crochet, knitting . Anything goes but it MUST be Donkey Themed. 

Entrants must be under 16. 

Three age categories:- 

• 4 and under

• Over 4-8

• 8 and over

Submit your entry to Dougal@rcbb.co.uk with the entrants name and age.  Please advise us 

at the time if you DO NOT want the name and age shared on Social Media. 

Full T’s and C’s are on the BB Website. 

Closing date Friday 6th June  

Entry is FREE! 

Sponsor a Donkey 

We will have seven video donkey races at our marquee at the Burnham Village Fete in 

Burnham Park on Saturday July 10th.  Punters will have the opportunity to bet on the winner 

of seven donkeys in each race.  If you can sponsor a donkey or persuade your friends to do 

so, please let Nick Teale know by email to nickteale@btinternet.com 

Payment of £10 per donkey can be made to: 

Rotary Club of Burnham Beeches Trust Fund:  Sort Code 40-52-40  Account number 

00023754 

All race sponsors and donkey sponsors will be listed on social media. 
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Jubilee River, Black Potts weir repairs update 
May 2021 

Timescales 

In our last update in February we explained that the 
timescales for the construction programme will be 
extended. 

• We estimate that the work will now be completed
in Autumn 2021. Although this is longer than
originally                  forecast, by the end of the work we will
have completed repairs that will last for between
60 and 100 years meaning that the Jubilee River
will continue to reduce the risk of flooding for the
local community well into the future.

• Timescales have been subject to external
influences. High river levels and fast flowing water
in the River Thames in January and February
meant that work paused on site to allow us to
operate the Jubilee River to reduce the risk of
flooding to local communities. More recently work paused for the                   national mourning period for HRH
the Duke of Edinburgh. We must also temporarily cease work to           accommodate the Royal Windsor
Horse Show in July.

Manor Farm weir 
We have a unique opportunity whilst we are on site 
with operatives and equipment to carry out any other 
remedial work needed for other structures on the 
Jubilee River. We want to use our resources 
efficiently. 

• At Manor Farm weir we are planning to carry out
minor repairs to the upstream side that have
occurred due to water scour. The scour was
discovered during our programme of regular dive
surveys.

• Manor Farm weir is 3 weirs up from the bottom of the Jubilee River and is close to Eton Wick.

• Carrying out repairs for this minor wear and tear now will ensure that major repairs are avoided in the
future.

• Work is likely to start in July and last for 1 month

• Work at Manor Farm weir will not affect our ability operate the Jubilee River if required.

Our dive surveys have shown that other weirs on the Jubilee River are in good condition 

Manor Farm weir, 
Jubilee River 
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Letters from Dorney Parish Council, following their meeting on 11th May 2021, to 
the Beeches Community Board regarding the proposed Court Lane, Dorney Mini 
Roundabout and to Transport for Bucks regarding the Dorney Area Parking 
Review. 
These letters, together with the attachments, will be posted on the Dorney Parish 
Council website. 

 

 

 

 

18th May, 2021 

Jack.Pearce@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

Dear Jack, 

Court Lane, Dorney: Mini Roundabout 

Dorney Parish Council discussed this project at our meeting last night, having reviewed the assessment 

from the Dorney Traffic Working Group (DTWG), the attached reports from Transport for Bucks and an 

independent report from John Russell, Motion. 

We also noted the comments on safety in the Beeches Community Board Funding Report on the project, 

dated 18th November 2020: 

Project Summary 

To improve road safety at the junction of Lake End Road, Village Road and Court Lane in Dorney, by 

replacing the staggered junction with a roundabout. 

How does the project address local priorities? 

Infrastructure & Highways: This project would improve road safety in this location, which would align 

with 

the Community Board’s priority for Infrastructure & Highways. 
How does the project align with the values, objectives and corporate priorities of Buckinghamshire 

Council? 

Strengthening Our Communities and Protecting the Vulnerable: This project would make the junction 

safer for all road users. 

Community Board Coordinator comments 

This project represents an excellent opportunity to secure a significant road safety improvement at a 

relatively low cost to the Community Board. 

It appears from the DTWG assessment conclusions, based on the three professional reports, that it may be 

possible that serious safety risks have been identified and may not have been satisfactorily mitigated, thus 

possibly resulting in the proposed mini-roundabout being less safe than the original T junction. This is 

Dorney Parish Council 

Sue Moffat 

Parish Clerk 

Tel: 07443 588361 

Email: clerk@dorney.org.uk 

     Dorney Parish Council 

20 Benchmanor Crescent 

Chalfont St Peter 

Bucks 

SL9 9HL 
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particularly addressed to the identified increased risk of collisions for boat trailers and HGVs, both of 

which are heavy users of this junction in order to access to and egress from Dorney Lake. 

Clearly, given all of our responsibilities to the safety of residents and road users, this raises a potentially 

serious situation which, until carefully examined, inevitably leads us to difficult decisions about 

proceeding with this project. 

Dorney Parish Council therefore resolved, at our meeting last night, to recommend that Bucks Council 

stops any planned construction work on the mini-roundabout until these issues are satisfactorily resolved 

with Dorney Parish Council. 

Furthermore, Dorney Parish Council resolved that we will withhold our £5,000 contribution to the project 

pending such resolution. 

We are asking George Sandy, County Councillor, who knows the history of the project to assist us with 

such resolution. 

We would ask you to also help us to reach a satisfactory conclusion urgently to this long-standing issue 

through a careful consideration of the relevant facts. The current temporary arrangement has outlived its 

usefulness now the Marsh Lane and Lake End Road bridges are operational. 

We would also be grateful if you could advise the relevant parties in Transport for Bucks of our decisions. 

Very many thanks 

Yours sincerely, 

Sue Moffat 

Sue Moffat 

Clerk to the Council 

Cc’d:- 
Parish Councillors, County Councillors George Sandy George.Sandy@buckinghamshire.gov.uk’ Paul 
Kelly - Paul.Kelly@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

Kirsten Ashman - Kirsten.Ashman@buckinghamshire.gov.uk, David Anthony – Chairman, Beeches 

Community Board - David.Anthony@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

Martin Tett (Leader Bucks Council) - Martin.Tett@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

Joy Morrissey - joy.morrissey.mp@parliament.uk 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Dorney Parish Council 

Dear Ian, 18th May 2021 

Dorney Area Parking Review 

Dorney Parish Council took the opportunity at our meeting on Tuesday, 11th May 2021 to discuss your 

letter to residents dated 6th May 2021. 

To say that there was a marked lack of enthusiasm for the Parking Review, as outlined, would be an 

understatement. 

You and your colleagues appear to have no knowledge of the parking issues throughout Dorney. You 

appear not to have consulted with your planning colleagues, the Parish Council, the Parochial Church 

Council or local businesses - all of whom will be catastrophically affected by unnecessary parking 

restrictions.  You appear to have disregarded the speed limit review, requested by our County 

Councillor, by seeking to increase the speeding through the parish by taking parked cars, which in 

moderation assist in slowing the traffic, off the roads. You also have not consulted on this matter with the 

Parish Council before sending a letter which implies that you have done (“working with your local 
Councillors”). 
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The “worst case” proposals outlined in your graphic for Dorney have caused significant concern amongst 

a great number of our residents, especially those that are not computer literate enough to deal with the 

“special” website. 

The traffic issues that Dorney does indeed have cannot be served by a threatening, box-ticking, remote 

table-top exercise. As one resident expressed it last night, “we need a holistic approach to our traffic 
issues, that addresses speeding, parking, signage and other traffic calming options together with relevant 

planning policies.” 

We are formally requesting that the Dorney Area Parking Review, within the parish boundary, is stopped 

immediately (by removing all 13 of Dorney’s roads from the Review) and discussions take place urgently 
between Transport for Bucks and Dorney Parish Council to determine the best way forward – for the 

residents and the tax-payers.  

The Dorney Traffic Working Group (DTWG) has already provided you with their views prior to your 

meeting on 14th May 2021. These are attached. Dorney Parish Council believe that these helpful 

comments, and others, would contribute towards the discussion mentioned above. DTWG has also put 

forward 12 questions regarding the Parking Review which are attached. Dorney Parish Council supports 

these questions and would welcome your response to them. 

We are prepared to meet with you and your colleagues urgently, with our County Councillors if possible, 

to develop a holistic traffic plan that would comprehensively address all of the relevant challenges facing 

Dorney, including parking. 

In the meantime, please remove all of Dorney’s 13 roads from the Parking Review. 

Yours sincerely 

Sue Moffat 

Sue Moffat 

Clerk to the Council 

cc’d 

Parish Councillors, County Councillors George Sandy - George.Sandy@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

Paul Kelly - Paul.Kelly@buckinghamshire.gov.uk,  

Kirsten Ashman - Kirsten.Ashman@buckinghamshire.gov.uk,  

Jack Pearce (Beeches Community Board) - Jack.Pearce@buckinghamshire.gov.uk,  

Martin Tett (Leader Bucks Council) - Martin.Tett@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
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Minutes of the Dorney Parish Meeting of the Council  

held at the Dorney School on Tuesday 11th May at 8 pm 

Present:- Councillors J Dax (chaired the meeting), S Baker, E MacLennan, A Palmer, R Stopford, M 

Westcott. 

In Attendance:- Cllr Paul Kelly, 13 MoP and Sue Moffat (Clerk). 

1. Resolved to elect Cllr Jill Dax as Chairman for the ensuing year.

2. Cllr Dax signed the declaration of Acceptance of Office as the Chairman for the ensuing year.

At this point, Cllr Dax thanked the outgoing Chairman, Cllr Harris, for all his work he has done on

behalf of the parish council since 1995. Also, on behalf of the new council and the community, Cllr

Dax thanked all the retiring councillors (R Ormond, A Foxley, A Purdie, P Smith, C Stoughton) for

all their hard work and wished them best for the future.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A Foxley asked for the independent advice received regards the proposed roundabout at Court

lane/Lake End Rd/ Village Rd to be published. Cllr Dax responded that this will be addressed under

the agenda item on this matter.

A Foxley also explained that the defibrillator fridge magnets have not yet been distributed by the parish

council due to Covid and she is in possession of them.

Paul Humpleman, on behalf of PCC, would like to speak about parking in Court Lane when this agenda

item is discussed.

4. Apologies were received from Cllr G Sandy.

5. Disclosure of interest in items on the agenda – None.

6. Co-option of councillors – At the proposition of Cllr Dax, seconded by Cllr Westcott-Wreford, it was

agreed to co-opt on to Dorney Parish Council Robert Stopford, Anna Palmer and Stephen Baker who

duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. It was agreed for all new councillors to write a

short paragraph about themselves to be published in the Dorney News.

7. Resolved to receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting Council held on the 12th April

2021. Cllr Euan stated that the End of year Accounts will be on an Income and Expenditure basis and

he has asked a local internal auditor, Kuldip Kainth, to examine the books, but is still waiting for

confirmation. The Clerk added that the External Auditor’s stipulation was that the Internal Auditor
must be independent to the Council.

8. Resolved to elect Vice-Chairman – At the proposition of Cllr Dax, seconded by Cllr MacLennan, it

was agreed to elect Cllr Westcott-Wreford as Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year.

9. Resolved To fix the amount of the Chairman's allowance in pursuance of section 15(5) of the Local

Government Act 1972 at the budgeted amount of £150.

10. Finance Committee – Resolved that membership will be Cllrs Cllr MacLennan, Stopford and Baker

11. and that Cllr MacLennan will be Chairman of the Finance meeting for the ensuing year. Agreed to have

the finance meeting at 7pm before the Council meeting in November 2021.

12. To appoint representatives on the undermentioned bodies:-

Beeches Community Board , BALC, Dorney Village Hall – This agenda item was deferred until the

next     council meeting in June.

13. Resolved to fix the dates and times of meetings of the Council for the ensuing year - to be at 8pm on

2nd Tuesday of every month – (at Dorney School) and no meeting in August. One amendment was

made to have the June meeting on 15th June so the Locum Clerk can be present. Finance Meeting to

set budget and precept and review internal audit plan and risk assessments will be held before the

Council meeting on 12th November at 7.00pm, 2021 in Dorney School.

14. Clerk’s Report – To note: (i) All new councillors must sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office,

witnessed by the Parish Clerk, before attending the first meeting of Council; (ii) All new councillors

must submit a Declaration of Interests within 28 days of taking up Office.

15. Chairman’s Report – None as newly appointed.

16. Appointment of new Parish Clerk – The present Clerk will be leaving at the end of May. The Clerk

from Taplow Parish council has agreed to be the Locum Clerk until the new clerk is in position. Also,

the Clerk at Taplow (who is also part time) is retiring so may be possible to combine both positions
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when seeking a new clerk. The hourly rate for the Locum Clerk was agreed at £30/hr up to 10 hours a 

week if needed. The Locum Clerk will carry out all the necessary duties but will not be involved with 

the Internal and External Audit for 2020-21 whilst the Locum Clerk is in position. Cllr Dax agreed for 

her mobile phone number to be the point of contact via the phone until the new clerk is appointed. 

Further discussion took place regarding banking arrangements, this discussion has now been minuted 

under Finance. 
17. Update on the parking situation in Court Lane – To be discussed later.

18. Update on M4Smartmotorway works. No further updates but will ensure road closures are

published.

19. To ask Beeches Community board for a grant for another Mobile Vehicular Activated Sign for

Marsh Lane. Agreed for the Clerk to submit a grant application.

20. Annual Policy Review & update  - Deferred until the June Council meeting.

• Standing Order

• Code of Conduct

• Financial Regulations

• General Privacy Notice

• Information Data Protection Policy

21. Projects:

• Dents Corner Roundabout – James Palmer had sought some independent advice on the proposed

roundabout. (A Foxley has asked this to be available on the web site). The Clerk has not received

any further information about the proposed roundabout from Bucks Council. Cllr Dax has

vocalised concerns about the proposed roundabout as Dorney Parish Council never received the

design and road safety audit which was agreed at Bucks Council on 17th February 2021. After

seeking a Freedom of Information Request this information has been received. It shows if the

roundabout is installed there would be less space than a T-junction for boat trailers and HGV’s to
manoeuvre. Cllr Dax suggested that Dorney Parish Council need a number of issues addressed

before any works take place. It was agreed that Dorney Parish Council should request that Bucks

Council stops any further works and it was also resolved to withdraw the £5k funding from

Dorney PC towards this project until the issues have been resolved. Also, to seek help from

Bucks Council, Cllr Sandy on this matter. Cllr Dax will prepare a statement of objections which

she will circulate for agreement before sending to Bucks Council.

• Dorney Area Parking Review Consultation Process- Road Safety Audit Review and proposed

actions – James Palmer stated he was very concerned about the Parking Review consultation

drawn up by Bucks Council. A more holistic approach should be considered taking into account

parking restrictions, traffic calming and would ask Bucks Council to press pause on this Parking

Review. It was agreed for Cllr Dax to prepare a report to this effect and to circulate  to

councillors for agreement before sending it to Bucks Council.

• Paul Humpleman raised concerns about the public parking for members of the Church and it was

essential that parking along Court Lane should continue.

• Roundmoor Ditch – Ongoing.

• Dorney Lake Update  - Cllrs Dax and

• MacLennan attended a meeting (no police attended this time) and the community realises that

the only option was to close the Lake. However, Eton college is n not happy closing the Lake to

the public and hope in the future to change the situation. The Bursar at Eton College plans going

forward for the Lake to remain closed to the public but there are number of events taking place

over the summer after which considering opening the Lake from 27th September 2021 to 20th

March 2022 as a trial period. Cllr Dax did suggest parking charges of £2.50 can cause people

to park on Court Lane if if only using the Lake for a short time. The Bursar did agree to

consider parking charges. One suggestion was the first hour is free but this will be reviewed. The

next meeting is 3rd September. Paul Humpleman added for those people attending events parking

on site should be included in the application to stop parking on Court Lane. James Palmer added

that access control via a phone-based Apps is a low cost method and manageable for allowing

local residents access.
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• Orchard Herbs Site – (i) Cllr Stopford pointed out that in the Certificate of Lawfulness letter sent

to Joy Morrissey MP, the expected termination date was 28th May; (ii) The Enforcement Notice

was vague and needs the assistance of Cllr Sandy; (iii) The Hotel decision should have been 16th

December 2020 but still outstanding and asked Joy Morrissey MP how long is an extension

before a decision is made. Thames Water have also made an objection. Cllr Stopford to follow

up.

• Liaison with Burnham Parish Council - Cllr Dax will discuss the outstanding issues of Orchard

Farm with the Planning Committee at Burnham PC.

• Dorney Parish Council website- New website- Cllr Westcott put forward several proposals and to

use a standard one would be the cost effective. He recommended parishcouncilwebsite.org.uk.

First year £599 to set up and thereafter £300 annual fee. It has a compliant template which can be

adapted for Dorney. This was agreed and Cllr Westcott-Wreford to organise. Cllr MacLennan

observed that Alice Foxley had set up and managed the current website for a number of years, he

and Cllr Dax expressed their thanks for the work she has done.

22. Planning

a. To note planning issues, decisions and appeals recently notified by South Bucks District Council –
(as appended).

b. To consider and comment upon applications – (as appended).

23. Finance

a) To authorise payment of Accounts for May 2021 (as circulated). Agreed.

b) To receive list of income for May 2021 (to be circulated). No income.

c) To receive recent bank statements. No statement has been received before this meeting.

d) To receive the budget for 2021/22. Noted

e) The Clerk advised that she was awaiting forms from the Bank of Ireland in order to replace the

former signatories with new Councillors. It was also agreed that Councillor MacLennan will arrange

to transfer bank accounts from the Bank of Ireland to Barclays Bank in order to use UK online banking

arrangements and set up new mandates accordingly

24. Member’s Reports – No reports.

25. Correspondence - None.
26. Highways work – All going well and Dorney Parish Council is very appreciative of his work. The

groundsman has done an excellent job repairing the benches. He has done an excellent job

repairing two of the benches. It was agreed to repair the bench by the tennis court. The

Tractor still needs servicing.

27. Resolved that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted it is advisable in

the public interest, that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to

withdraw (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1).

28. Appointment of Grounds Maintenance and Highways Groundsman

The contract of the Groundsman was reviewed. No comments were received.

Date of next meeting – 8pm on 15thJune, 2021 at the Dorney School. 
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Dorney Parish News 
Published monthly (except January and August) 

Editors:  

Peter Bowman, Tumbleweeds, 12, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 

ODU  

peter.bowman@talktalk.net   Tel: 07889 912714

Jean Spencer, Dorincourt, 45, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 ODT 

Tel: 01628 624213 

Editorial Board:  

The Editors, Bill Dax, Thea Pine

Production:  

Bill Dax Tel: 07802 365448 

____________________________________________________ 

Distributors: 

Mr Cobb, Mrs Cox, Mrs Leishman, Mrs McCabe, 

Mr McGuinness, Mrs Oxlade, Mr Penfold, Mrs Stockwood, Mr Temple

Miss Snook, Mrs Tuddenham, Mrs Tyler, Mrs Wood-Dow 

RATE OF SUBSCRIPTION: £5 per annum for 10 issues 

The Editors are not responsible for the opinions of correspondents 

expressed in letters or articles published in this magazine. 

Advertising in Dorney Parish News 

Dorney Parish News is an A5 newsletter that is circulated monthly (except January 
and August) to residents and businesses in Dorney Village, Dorney Reach,

Boveney and Lake End. 

Our current print run is 250. Estimated readership is around 400 people. There are 

approximately 300 residential properties in Dorney Parish. 

Rate Card: 

Contact:  Peter Bowman, Editor 

peter.bowman@talktalk.net 

07889 912714 

Advertising Rates Height mm Width mm 10 issues 1 issue

Full Page 190 130 £90 £12

Half Page 90 130 £50 £7

Third of a page (Horizontal) 60 130 £45 £6

Quarter Page (Horizontal) 45 130 £40 £5
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S U S A N  H A N D Y D A N C E

                       

 FROM BABIES TO ADULTS

W W W . S U S A N H A N D Y D A N C E . C O . U K

 BABY BALLET 18 MONTH+

PRIMARY BALLET

PRIMARY MODERN

PRIMARY TAP

ACROBATIC ARTS

BALLET

BODY CONDITIONING

CONTEMPORARY

CREATIVE DANCE

GCSE DANCE

MODERN JAZZ

TAP

ADULT BALLET STRETCH

ADULT BALLET

   ADULT CONTEMPORARY

ADULT BEGINNERS TAP

ADULT INTERMEDIATE TAP

BOYS CLASSES

office@susanhandydance.co.uk  /  07515 270432

A Complete Dance Training

ETON   WINDSOR   DATCHET   OLD WINDSOR   ETON WICK   ICKENHAM 

WOKING   RICHMOND

FREE 

 TRIAL 

CLASS
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BHS & ABRS Approved Riding School and Pony Club Centre 

Ri:ling School & Liverv 

Elm Farm, Boveney Road, Dorney Common 
NrWindsor, Berkshire, SL4 6QD 

We are a family run Riding School based on 
Dorney Common established for over 40 years!

• Qualified lnstructors
• Lessons available from 7 years upwards
• Pony Rides available for children as young as 4.
• We offer very popular Birthday parties
• Large Indoor and Outdoor schools
• Pony Club and Own a Pony activity days

• Open 6 days a week, Tuesday-Sunday

Gift Vouchers available through the website

For bookings and enquiries please call us on

01628 661275

www.spanishbit.co.uk 
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