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Climate Change: August Snow in Dorney! 

(A recent film set at Dorney Court) 
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ISSUE NO. 7/21  SEPTEMBER 2021 

EDITORIAL 

‘Do you know what’s really going on at Orchard Herbs?’, ‘Why has a lake formed on 

Dorney Common?’, ’Why is there still a speed limit on the new Lake End Bridge?’ If 

you distribute boxes full of this magazine around the parish, and slightly beyond, 

these are the questions that come your way. 

The Editor usually feels embarrassed, and mutters something about checking up in 

the minutes of an obscure county council meeting or assures his neighbour that 

‘discussions are taking place…I think’. The new Parish Council website, 

www.dorneyparishcouncil.gov.uk is already well-stocked with news updates and this 

magazine recommends the site to our readers. Added to this, ‘Dorney Parish News’ is 

pleased to be now hosting a regular report from the PC, which will remind longer term 

readers of the contributions from well-remembered past leaders like Peter Belcher 

and Ken Richmond. 

We’re pleased to be able to recommend to readers updates on the confusion 

surrounding the Orchard Herbs site and perspectives on watery issues from both 

Dorney Parish Council and the Eton Wick Waterways Group.   

A call was issued for new writers for this magazine, and Mo Voaden suggested a 

series of profiles on ‘Dorney Folk’ with the sole aim of getting to know each other 

better. Suggestions for subjects for Mo would be welcome, and they definitely should 

not be limited to just the eminent and distinguished ‘folk’ of Dorney. It was proposed 

by the Editor that Mo’s first profile should be of Mo herself. 

If readers would like to introduce themselves, as Mo has, we’d love to see their 
articles. 

Dorney can be full of surprises. Calling in at Crocus, it was surprising to see that 

winter had arrived early at Dorney Court (see our front cover). Details of productions 

must remain under wraps, but maybe all can be revealed in future editions. A second 

surprise was waiting on the same visit as the true extent of new horticultural outlet 

FORM became apparent. The team, we’re told, have been tied up with exhibits at 

Hampton Court and Chelsea. But open days are imminent, and we intend future 

coverage of this spectacular venture as well. 

Kristina Perkins vividly describes a garden performance of ‘Abigail’s Party’. This 

magazine’s theatre critic (the Editor) enjoyed this enormously. With two writers with 

theatrical talents in this edition, maybe we should revisit, as we did with the cricket 

club, the ‘Dorney Players’ of yesteryear.
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Seeking the views of residents appears to work well 

In June 2021, Dorney Parish Council agreed a policy on residents’ consultations and 
immediately implemented that policy in order to allow a decision to be reached on the 
vexatious issue of whether a roundabout or the original T junction should replace the 
temporary change of priority at the Court Lane (Dents Corner) junction. 

The consultation documents were provided to all residential properties in the parish 
and those on the Electoral Roll were encouraged to indicate their preference. 
234 residents did so (39%) and 72% voted in favour of the original T junction. 
The consultation ensured that residents could express their preference in a variety of 
ways – online, by email and by post – thus all were enfranchised. 

The previous parish consultation was in 2012 regarding the support for paying for the 
refurbishment of Dorney Village Hall which resulted in 243 votes. That was a much 
closer vote - with 51% voting for and 49% against. Seven votes separated the two 
options. Four people voting the other way would probably have meant no Village Hall. 

It is to be hoped that consulting residents on important issues will continue. The 
consulting policy, which can be viewed under ‘Policies’ on the Parish Council website, 
does provide a number of purposes and methodologies for consultations, which is 
encouraging. 

There is also, elsewhere on the website, an opportunity for residents to provide their 
email address in order to be contacted quickly on future consultations. 
The consultation policy, the successful implementation of it and providing the 
opportunity for the parish council to communicate with residents are all to be 
welcomed. 

****** 

It is encouraging to hear that Transport for Bucks are also listening – even though 
their consultation processes might be wanting. This is in reference to the infamous 
Dorney Area Parking Review that they sprung on an unsuspecting public – and 
parish council – in May. 

Dorney Parish Council responded robustly, requesting that all 13 of Dorney’s roads 
be removed from this Review. On 28 July 2021 Ian Thomas (Transport for Bucks – 
Parking) advised George Sandy, our Councillor, that he will “put forward your 
recommendation that the proposed restrictions around the Dorney area are fully 
withdrawn from the “Parking Review of the areas around places of natural beauty and 
Country Parks” Scheme.” Let’s hope that this is the end of that ill-considered plan. 

Dorney Parish Council has stated that it does recognise the need for a 
comprehensive Traffic Plan for Dorney including traffic calming, speed limit changes 
and parking and that they have plans to address this. Not before time. 
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Services in the Local Churches 
 

 

St James the Less, Dorney 
St. John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
St. John the Evangelist, Eton 

 

Vicar: Revd. La Stacey, The Vicarage,  
69a Eton Wick Road, Eton Wick, Windsor,  

SL4 6NE  
Tel: 01753 852268 email: revlastacey@gmail.com 

 
For information about our churches, activities and church 

history please see our parishes’ web site: 
www.stjohnstjamesed.org.uk 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Methodist Church, Eton Wick Alma Road, Eton Wick, SL4 6JZ 
Minister: Rev Margaret Dudley, 01753 867117 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Burnham 

Parish Priest: Fr. Joseph Udoh, M.S.P. 01628 605764 
 

Revd La Stacey writes - My newspaper is beginning to read like some of the Old 
Testament prophets! We have been reading through Ezekiel in our online Morning 
Prayer recently. ‘The end!’ says Ezekiel. ‘The end has come upon the four corners 
of the land.’ ‘Disaster’, he says. ‘An unheard-of disaster is coming.’ My newspaper 
says the same thing: ‘‘’Humans pushing earth close to tipping point” say most in 
G20’; ‘It’s now or never: Scientists warn a time of reckoning has come for the 
planet.’ The prophet was trying to warn the people that because they had their focus 
of worship wrong, the end of Israel as a nation was imminent. Reading around the 
subject, it seems pretty much that we are in the same situation: because we have 
our focus of worship wrong, the end of our habitable environment is imminent. 
What worship am I on about? Well hands up if you are longing to get away on an 
aeroplane to go to a sunny spot for a holiday? My hand goes up, I can tell you. If I’m 
focussed on satisfying my longings in the most immediate way, then I’ll be on the 
next plane to Madrid, and emitting my 118kg of carbon per person (plus 147kg of 
nitrogen oxide and other horrid stuff). If I can manage to contain my need for instant 
gratification a bit, I could catch the train and only expend 43kg carbon for the same 
journey. Or if I could switch my focus altogether and suddenly be struck with wonder 
at the beauty of the place I live in, I could instead get on my bike and sign up to 
helping with the stream clearing around Dorney Common or resuscitate my canoe 
and go for a paddle down the river.  
The Franciscan friar, Richard Rohr says worship is foundational. He insists that you 
have to work out what you are worshiping, because you become the God you 
worship. He says that if the God you worship is idealised in the image of the king, 
then we will all want to be kings and will end up treading on each other’s toes. If 
God is instead relationality itself, perfect outpouring and perfect self-emptying, well 
maybe that creates a different kind of humanity. Recognising that Jesus who came 
2000 years ago, in a spirit of self-emptying, is not simply a one-time anomaly, but 
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the revealing of the pattern that is everywhere, will change us and our attitudes to 
everything.  
The prophesies of Ezekiel end with restoration as attitudes are changed. The dry 
bones have life breathed back into them. The river of blessing flows out from the 
temple to the whole world and along the river grow trees for the healing of the 
nations. May our focus of worship change, and may it be so. 
 

Church Services in September 2021 
 
Wednesday 1st September  
10.00am Holy Communion (said BCP)   St John the Evangelist, Eton 
 

Sunday 5th September 
  9.30 am Holy Communion (said BCP)   St James the Less, Dorney 
 11.00 am All Age Family Service    St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 

Sunday 12th September 
  9.30am Holy Communion     St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Holy Communion     St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 

Wednesday 15th September 
10.00am Holy Communion (said BCP)   St John the Evangelist, Eton 
 

Sunday 19th September 
  9.30am Holy Communion     St James the Less, Dorney 
11.00am Morning Worship     St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 

Sunday 26th September 
  9.30am Morning Worship     St James the Less, Dorney 
 11.00am Holy Communion     St John the Baptist, Eton Wick 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
St Mary Magdalene, Boveney 

 

This beautiful church on the Thames is open daily. 
 

 

Christmas Advent Service by Candlelight - 1500hrs on Sunday, 12th December 2021 
 

www.st-mary-magdalene-boveney.org.uk 
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Harvest 
fEstival 

 

St James the Less, Dorney 
3rd October 9.30 a.m. 

Supporting: 

&   
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...have been very busy! 

With a number of challenges facing the six Parish Councillors from our first meeting in 
May we are pleased to take this opportunity to report a few of the achievements since 
our first meeting together that month.  With the experience and professionalism of our 
Locum Clerk Hilda Holder, who joined us in June from Taplow Parish Council, several 
pressing issues have been addressed.  On 3rd September we welcome Ruth Senior 
who takes up the reins as our new Clerk along with her role as Taplow Clerk. 

We are pleased to report, that by the time Dorney Parish News arrives through your 
letterbox, works should be in progress to re-instate the T-junction at Dents Corner.  
This was guided by the overwhelming majority of residents for this option versus a 
mini roundabout resulting from our residents’ Consultation. Bucks Council are 
progressing with this work.   

Great progress has also been made via communication with Bucks in pursuing the 
long-awaited enforcement notices for clearance of the Orchard Herbs site.  A planning 
decision is due in September regarding the proposals for a hotel and associated 
development and Certificate of Lawfulness.  A lengthy, robust and legally based letter 
was sent from Dorney Parish Council objecting strongly to any proposed development 
of this site and a further update can been viewed on our website.  After many years of 
disappointment with enforcement notices bringing no action, it would seem that, 
finally, steps are being taken and, to date, a noticeable number of vehicles have 
already been removed.  

Our request to Transport for Bucks for all the roads in Dorney to be removed from 
their Parking Review was actioned.  We now have to press ahead to produce a 
comprehensive plan as how best to resolve our speeding and parking issues. 

Many other day to day matters arise which we try to resolve as we go along - the mud 
on Village Road and Marsh Lane caused by the tractors is high on the current list!  
Our next meeting is on 21st September 7.30pm at Dorney School.  We will continue 
to live stream the meeting but if you have any matters to raise, please either join us 
for the public participation at the beginning of the meeting or send any questions you 
may have to the Clerk (Clerk@dorneyparishcouncil.gov.uk) in advance. 

Dorney Parish Council 

 RESIDENTS’ 

CONSULTATION

… CONFIRMS 

MAJORITY 

WANT T-

JUNCTION 

RESTORED AT 
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NEW 

UPDATED 

WEBSITE, 

LOGO & 

DOMAIN 

REFURBISHED 

BENCHES/BUS 

STOPS AROUND 

THE PARISH 

EFFECTIVE 

COMMUNICATION 

FINALLY BRINGS 

ENFORCEMENT 

ACTION AT 
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SITE 

THE FIRST FOUR MONTHS…
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Introducing our Parish Councillors 
Jill Dax (Chair) 

In 1998, having lived in Dorney village for 22 years, when a space became available on the Parish 
Council I decided to apply, and was subsequently co-opted. 

In 2011 I resigned in order to give others the opportunity to be involved with their community and to 
allow me more time to devote as Deputy Chair of Berkshire Magistrates Bench and commitments 
with both Adult and Youth Courts. 

As the saying goes ‘what goes around comes around’ and here I am again! ‘Why?’ one may ask. 
We moved to our first property in Dorney in 1976, our second in 1981 and our current house in 
2004. This, in itself, must tell a story.  The village we made our first home is the place we don’t wish 
to leave.  Many changes have taken place over the years, but it’s still the place we love, and with 
the additions of Dorney Lake and Jubilee River it continues to be the place we wish to stay and help 
to continue to keep this rather special village just that - a place where people move to and, like us, 
have no desire to leave. 

In more recent years our quiet and sleepy Dorney has been rather inundated by some proposed 
changes which could result in major implications for the quiet little place it has been.  As a current 
team of 6 councillors and community volunteers we hope to add new skills to navigate our way to 
bringing satisfactory resolutions to these issues and keeping our four communities informed and 
active for the years ahead and still the place so many of us have no desire to leave. 

Martyn Westcott-Wreford (Vice-Chair) 

I was introduced to Dorney by my Partner who has lived here for most of her life, and she attended 
Dorney School. I have lived in Dorney for the last sixteen years and enjoy the relaxed and endearing 
rural lifestyle of the village. 

I started attending the Dorney Parish Council Meetings some years ago. Prior to the May elections I 
put my ‘name in the hat’ to become a Councillor and to having a small say in shaping life in Dorney 
for all its residents. 

My career has been in the Hospitality Industry, mainly in London working for a variety of corporate 
entities and also a period at the House of Commons. My current role focusses on the broader 
aspect of Facilities Management including Security, as we often have high profile visitors. We have 
welcomed most senior members of the Royal Family, three Prime Ministers and other politicians 
including a President of the United States of America. 

I am a member of The Institute of Facilities and Workplace Management; The Institution of 
Engineering and Technology and I am a Fellow of the Institute of Hospitality. I am also a Qualified 
Scuba Diver, a highly experienced Motor Race Marshal and have an interest in classic cars and 
cycling.  

Walking our dogs across Dorney Common and the surrounding areas is also most pleasurable! 

I look forward to the challenges that being a Dorney Parish Councillor will bring and hope that we as 
a group can continue to improve life in the village. 

Stephen Baker 

I was born and raised in Dorney through the 80s and 90s. I am an ex-student at both Dorney School 
and their current multi academy trust partner, Burnham Grammar School. I left the area in 1998 to 
discover the city of London, living in Camden for a year - there was a notable difference. This was 
followed by a couple of years in High Wycombe (too many hills). I spent from 2006 and 2018 living 
in a small hamlet in Bedfordshire, Hall End. During these years, I focused on a career in HR, holding 
senior roles within Sainsbury's, Balfour Beatty WorkPlace and ENGIE (previously GDZ Suez - Gaz 
de France and the SUEZ canal management company). I also spent two years as a General 
Manager for a small gastropub, literally a 4-minute walk from my house. No matter what anyone 
says, running a pub can be more hard work than travelling over Europe on a weekly basis for work.  

I moved back to the village in 2018 and have subsequently taken up a Governor's Role with Dorney 
School. I am a Parochial Church Member for Dorney and have a broader Safeguarding Role for the 
Church of England across Eton, Eton Wick with Boveney and Dorney. Whilst popping into the 
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Dorney Parish Council meetings from 2019, I started attending regularly at the point of review of the 
proposed removal of Greenbelt protection for the Area (a time before COVID and the subsequent 
need to use Zoom and Microsoft Teams). I took up my role with the Parish Council this year and I 
look forward to serving those whom it represents.     

Euan MacLennan (Finance Committee Chair)
My wife and I moved out of London to our present house in Dorney Reach in 1982 when our first 
son was a year old.  He and his two younger brothers were brought up here, but have long since left 
home.  Two of them now live overseas - the eldest in Australia and the youngest in New York - so 
proximity to Heathrow is quite an advantage for us. 

Although I have a degree in chemistry and trained as a pilot of light aircraft, I have spent my whole 
working life as a chartered accountant, initially with one of the big firms in London, followed by a few 
years in industry in Iver, but from about 1985 as a partner in a general accountancy practice near 
Reading, until my retirement in 2018.  In 2002, a neighbour, who was also a client of the 
accountancy practice, asked me to accept appointment as Dorney Parish Council's Internal Auditor 
and I served in that capacity and also prepared the Council's annual accounts for 19 years until 
2020, before standing for election as a councillor in May 2021.  In 2018, the same neighbour asked 
me to become a trustee and the treasurer of Dorney Village Hall, in which capacity I continue to 
serve. 

I am looking forward to working with my newly-elected colleagues for the benefit of Dorney and I 
hope that my accounting experience will be of some use. 

Anna Palmer 

Whilst Dorney has now been my home for several years, I grew up on a farm in the depths of rural 
Worcestershire. Following academic adventures in Bristol and a legal career in the City, my 
husband and I arrived in Dorney to take over as the custodians of Dorney Court in 2014. 

As mother of three children under 8, I balance taking care of an action-packed household with the 
running of a modern diversified estate. From filming to weddings, farming to property letting, there is 
rarely a dull moment, and I am very fortunate to enjoy such a diverse set of challenges.  

Fortunately, we are supported by an incredible group of people. Some have lived in Dorney for 
decades and some are more recent arrivals. All have a passion for the village and have helped me 
understand what makes Dorney so special to those who live and work here in a variety of different 
ways.  

As a Parish Councillor, I hold a privileged position and I want to work hard and set an example to 
promote community engagement and environmental awareness in an effort to ensure that this 
corner of South Bucks remains special.  

Robert Stopford 

With my father being in the Royal Navy, my early years were spent travelling the world and less 
glamorous places on the south coast. Indeed, unbeknownst to either of us at the time, I first met my 
wife as a child in Gibraltar.  My first real home was Dorney when my parents, with their four children, 
moved here in 1970, to our current home in Lake End Road. I left in the 1980’s to live in London, 
returning regularly to visit family and for family events. In 2013 we had the opportunity to return 
permanently, which my wife and I, together with our two children, grabbed with open arms. We have 
never looked back and love living in Dorney.  

I work a for a small British company in the Broadcast business based in Ely. When not travelling (in 
the days before Covid struck), mainly to the Far East, I work from home. That gives me the benefit 
of being exposed to some of the problems the village is having to address on a day-to-day basis.  

As a Parish Councillor, I hope I can help address some of the issues that face us as a community. I 
am passionate about trying to maintain the uniqueness of Dorney as well as keen that the Parish 
Council keeps the local residents aware of issues and where necessary consults them about plans. 

You can find me most mornings walking our lockdown puppy, Ottie, along the Roundmoor Ditch and 
Jubilee River. Most weekends are spent in the garden or in the greenhouse trying to grow the 
hottest chillies, preferably listening to the cricket or rugby depending on the season. 
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‘ABIGAIL’S PARTY’ ON DORNEY COMMON 
 

What a very strange summer! The tomatoes in the Garden of Tranquility veggie plot 
remained green for months, unsettled weather hampering progress, making a difficult 
time generally for all those who love to garden. After daily inspections for blight, just 
when I thought we had escaped it, almost overnight, most of the tomato plants sadly 
showed blackened stems. Blight, a fatal disease, also effects potatoes as well as 
tomatoes, as they are in the same family of Deadly Nightshade. Caused by a fungal 
infection and like all fungi, spread by airborne spores promoted by wet warm gusty 
conditions. And the cure? None sadly that I have heard of, only to remove every 
affected tomato plant quickly to prevent spread, but fine to compost as blight only 
survives on living plants. 
 
Working full time at the Harlequins Mass Vax in Twickenham, we spiked many arms 
over the summer to flip-flop down the cohorts. However, it was evident that the pace 
was dwindling, from 1500 per day to less than 500, and so our clinical team likewise 
shrunk as the requirement faded. Around mid-July, sadly, our wonderful Matron, 
Mandie, announced that her contract was up at the end of the month, and it was likely 
that we would close at the end of August as the NHS planned a retreat to their own 
premises nationwide.  
 
Bad news, back home, plagued by persistent high winds, driving rain and threat of 
lightning, our tech team made the final decision to cancel our outdoor production of 
‘Abigail’s Party’. My husband Dave had spent many hours creating a small arena in 
the wildflower paddock, complete with entrances and exits, but sadly, the continued 
risk of lightning forced the decision. Yet another postponement of one month, with a 
new dated fixed at the end of August. 
 
Meantime, Maidenhead Drama Guild’s One-Act festival play, Blood on Canvas, had 
made it into the All-England Festival Final, and this loomed fast. It was a surprise win, 
we had unexpectedly slipped through into the final, fast tracked thanks to Covid which 
reduced entries. Plans were hatched to drive in convoy, with part of the set in each 
car, to Bridlington, to the town’s beautiful Art Deco complex Bridlington Spa, which 
sits on the promenade overlooking South Bay, containing a glorious Edwardian 580-
seater theatre. 
 
Saturday saw the four contenders from each section of the UK, battle for pole 
position, with Maidenhead Drama Guild representing the East. Our entry was last on, 
an excellent effort by our Chair, Sam Partridge, who directed this piece, but before 
you clink your glasses, it must be said we didn’t get even a sniff of the silverware. We 
achieved a brave fourth place (bottom), although we did get a best Actor nomination, 
and encouragingly only within 4 points of the entry who came second, close, but all 
three of us miles behind the winner! The winning team produced a stunning 
performance of ‘Five Kinds of Silence’ which was truly amazing in every way and 
deservedly won all five awards. However, we learnt so much, laughed excessively 
and enjoyed the journey of being able to participate.  
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On our return disaster struck - although we did not bring back any prizes, my husband 
Dave did bring back a dose of Covid, but kindly kept it to himself. Ten days isolation 
and a very poorly husband meant that ‘Abigail’s Party’ was yet again under threat of 
cancellation. With only 3 weeks to go, would we make it? It was a quiet house, and 
despite being double jabbed he became quite ill, sleeping 20 hours out of every 24. 
For me the solitude was deafening, testing myself several times each day during the 
isolation period. Thankfully all was well, the vaccine must have worked, or my 
immune system ox-strong, as I remained negative throughout. It did feel strange 
though, banishing him to the west wing, and to bring in his medication, sustenance 
and a mirror wearing my PPE! I didn’t actually bring in a mirror, but I did look for the 
strength of the rise and fall of his chest.  
 
I am quite sure that if he hadn’t had both jabs, his illness would have been far worse, 
but he did manage to slowly get back on his feet after one week, although still feeling 
extreme fatigue. Strangely enough he picked up quickly one afternoon, just after I told 
him Bob from the drama guild would be coming on Friday to mow the lawns, for as 
soon as I mentioned this, my dear husband leapt into action with his mower… nothing 
separates a man from his stripes in this household, not even Covid! 
 
Finally, the cast returned to do a few quick rehearsals for ‘Abigail’s Party’, the set 
lumbered in and out of our wildflower paddock until the very last time for a Sunday 
afternoon live audience performance. As it was a Charity Day for the Maidenhead 
Drama Guild, we created a retro Che Guevara Bar serving Gin Cocktails and 
canapes, along with a Marc Bolan Tea Rex Café supplying hot drinks and biscuits. 
Union Jack flags hoisted up, bunting fluttering, with our Tech man, Paul playing all 
those lovely melodies from the 70’s.  
 
Expecting just a handful of people as we had altered the date multiple times, it was 
with delight that over 35 people turned up to enjoy the afternoon, including half a 
dozen from our village which was so nice to see. The sun shone, but despite the 
Sunday afternoon obligatory lawn mowers and holiday flights from above, the music 
played, the actors excelled themselves, and Beverley danced in the daisies. It was a 
chilled-out affair, laughter and relaxation aided by the gin cocktails (and other 
alcoholic beverages) which flowed readily until the bar was very nearly dry. 
 
Finally, at the end, my Co-Director and very good friend Julia Ashton and I, sat at the 
bar and heaved a sigh of relief. Ah we made it she whispered, ‘but did you notice we 
forgot to put one of the armchairs out?’ In our haste it was still sat in my downstairs 
bathroom, thankfully not missed, but we laughed tears of joy and friendship, and kept 
this little secret to ourselves. Surrounded by good friends on a balmy afternoon like 
this just celebrates life as it should be. Cheers! 
 
Friendship is the hardest thing in the world to explain. It’s not something you learn in 
school. But if you haven’t learned the meaning of friendship, you really haven’t 
learned anything.  
Muhammed Ali 
 
Kristina Perkins 
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DORNEY SCHOOL 
Respect • Collaborate • Grow 

"The little village school with a 'Big Heart' 

and a warm welcome" 

• Beautiful 

grounds and 

excellent 

facilities 

• Ample 

parking for 

everyone 

Visit our website at www.dorneyschool.co.uk 
to register your interest in attending one of our four open event mornings 

for Foundation Sept 2022 now! 

Wednesday 29th September 2021/Thursday 14th October 2021/Tuesday 16th November 2021 and 
Wednesday 12th January 2022 

01628620871 office@dorneyschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

Published results 

above local and 

national schools, 

over the last three 

years. 

Warm, inclusive, 

nurturing 

community that 

places the child 

first. 

46% success 

in 11+ exams 

(2020) 

Part of Beeches 

Learning and 

Development Trust 

with Burnham 
Grammar School 
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  DORNEY SCHOOL 
 

 
 

 
RESPECT * COLLABORATE * GROW 

 

News from Dorney School 

When you read this, we will have already welcomed our pupils and their families from the 
lazy, hazy days of the summer holidays. I am sure, like me, the whole community breathed a 
sigh of relief at the start of the school holidays as we ended a very challenging school year. 
Every single thing we did, was dependent on Covid measures and I know that by July, these 
were taking its toll on pupils, staff and families. 

We did, however, manage to give our wonderful Year 6 a great send-off albeit virtually. It 
was still very emotional as we say farewell to our bright young men and women, our leaders 
and citizens of tomorrow. What these children have shown us are their resilience, courage 
and tenacity at having to meander a new world marked by Covid. Many were unable to visit 
their new secondary schools, and some had to self-isolate in the final days of school. 
However, I know they will stand tall, proud, and will take the values of compassion, 
kindness, perseverance, and positivity with them into their new schools. They will make a 
positive difference wherever they go. 

What will the new school year bring? I do not think anyone may know or can predict, but one 
thing is for certain, our school will always place the child at the centre of what we do. 
Measures may have been lifted and yet, at school, we will manage these changes gradually 
and with intelligence. We will prepare children and families for new approaches and 
opportunities. Not everything was ‘bad and sad’ during the pandemic. There were positives 
too. We have learnt how to teach in a virtual world and, teachers and pupils alike are used to 
using digital platforms. 

We have a better understanding of children and their needs, centring emotional health and 
well-being in everything we do. I believe that we have become more compassionate and 
have a better understanding of social justice. We have had time to think carefully about what 
is good learning and great teaching and aim to deliver an ambitious curriculum for every 
child. 

We have learnt how to reduce waste, reuse and reconsider our impact on the environment 
especially with the recent report on climate change. Our pupils and staff are eco warriors 
and ambassadors, as we work towards a more sustainable future. Yes, there were enough 
hardships and sacrifices during the pandemic, but there were also heroes and thinkers that 
enabled us to think up a better world and ensure we work together to realise this. 

Our school is awaiting an imminent Ofsted to hold us to account for the work that we do in 
serving our children and community. That is only right that we are held accountable for 
maintaining the standards of education. However, what we do daily, we do not do for Ofsted 
but, I hope Ofsted will see that what we do, we do so that our children will have the 
opportunity for a better tomorrow. Surely, that must always be the aim and to that, we carry 
on regardless. 

I hope to see many of you soon visiting our school. If you believe you are able to help us in 
any way (we are always looking for regular volunteers), drop us an email at 
office@dorneyschool.co.uk  All volunteers are subject to safeguarding checks. 

Warmest wishes, 

Mrs Sharifah Lee, Headteacher 
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Spotlight on Dorney Folk by Mo Voaden 

Hello, I’m Mo. Who are you? 

I live in Dorney, having moved here with my husband about five years ago. We met at 
the Paris air show and married at St James the Less Church, Dorney. 

We know few people locally.  

When the editor asked for articles, I thought, here is the perfect opportunity. Why not 
write a series about Dorney folk? Living people. Our neighbours. You and me. As a 
way of getting to know each other. So, here goes. 

To introduce myself, I grew up in Sidcup when it was part of the Kent countryside. My 
degree was in English, after which I studied for professional exams and worked for a 
number of years as a Company Secretary in London. Taking a break to raise two 
children, I started to write. One thing led to another and soon I was writing and 
performing shows at the local theatre. The agent who represented Bill Oddie offered 
his services, and I spent the next ten years writing and performing with my own 
professional theatre company. Two actresses and I toured the UK, appearing at 
middle to large sized theatres including the Pleasance at the Edinburgh Fringe.  It 
was hard work, extremely badly paid, but immensely satisfying. I have starred as a 
roller-skating robot, a tap-dancing crocodile, and a suffragette in a fifty minute two-
hander called The Crimson Corset.  

We were spotted by a fledgling Sky TV company which asked me to write and appear 
in two series (before the company went into liquidation). Oh the slings and arrows of 
fortune!  I produced a CD with a member of the London Symphony Orchestra, 
accompanying them to the Florida International Festival (at Daytona) one sizzling 
August (conductor, Antonio Pappano). 

One of my best experiences was performing at Epsom Playhouse in the week 
following Princess Diana’s death – the event turned into a fundraiser which was 
featured on national TV.  Another memorable time was when we drove up to 
Aberdeen, following a summer season at the Edinburgh Fringe, with scenery, sound 
system, costumes and props, to perform at a school in a disadvantaged area.  Many 
of the children had never seen live theatre before.  

We had the pleasure of performing a pre-Christmas season at the Millennium Theatre 
in Derry, Northern Ireland, and the following year at the Winding Wheel in 
Chesterfield. One of our favourite venues was the Arts Centre in Stamford. During 
one memorable performance one of my actresses slipped, hurt her arm and 
performed the third act with it in a sling. My radio microphone wouldn’t work, and ten 
minutes before the curtain went down the fire alarm went off. Happy days! 

I’ve been spat at (during a performance at the Tricycle Theatre in Kilburn), stalked by 
a fan in Southampton, proposed to (almost) in Pontypridd, and presented with an 
award for service to the local community (Epsom and Ewell Borough Council).  

We’ve performed in theatres, arts centres, schools, on farms, at fairs, and once, in a 
lift (a gimmick at the Edinburgh Fringe). 
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After ten exhausting years, I retook my professional exams and returned to the 
relatively staid life of a Company Secretary. I am now the legal advisor to a worldwide 
metals and plastics company, and love it. I look after compliance and legal matters for 
the group and run a busy HR department, in Birmingham. Needless to say, lockdown 
has been very challenging. We have worked hard to keep stock moving and to find 
new customers to replace those who, regrettably, have gone out of business. For 
example, we supplied plastic sheeting for segregating work stations in offices, and 
stainless steel mortuary tables to Nightingale hospitals.  

I very much enjoy living in Dorney with my husband, two cats and a black dog. When I 
have time, I enjoy gardening, listening to classical music and I am currently 
completing my debut novel.  

My biggest achievements? Staying sane and bringing up two children. 

Any regrets? I don’t really look back but wish I’d made more time for friends, had 
more children, and read more books. 

Hopes for the future?  To stay healthy and start a writing group in Dorney to share 
work and ideas.  

So, now you know a bit about me, can I get to know you? Ideally, I would like to 
interview a Dorney resident each month, either in person, by phone, or by email. A 
photo would be nice, but no need for your identity to be revealed in print, if you prefer 
anonymity.  

What am I looking for? Anything of interest. The story of your life or your career. Your 
biggest achievement, or regret. An unusual hobby or secret passion (nothing racy, 
this IS Dorney). Hopes for the future, or your ‘lockdown’ experience. I’d really like to 
know how you got through. Some of my neighbours have, unfortunately, been ill, and 
at least one couple has had a lockdown baby.  I’m happy for recommendations as I 
know how reticent people can be, and/or I’m happy to go looking myself, and knock 
on doors! 

Contact me: Mo Voaden – movoaden@yahoo.com 

Mobile: 07824 548148 

Also, please do get in touch if you would like to form a Dorney writers’ group. All 
experience welcome.  

Mo Voaden
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News from the East! 
 
We wonder if anyone was able to take part in the Counting on Nature survey 
advertised in the June edition?  If anyone knows the whereabouts of the folder of 
survey forms from St James the Less, please email wildetonwick@gmail.com.  
 

Meanwhile, during July and August, we’ve been busy collecting data as part of the 
National Bat Monitoring Programme and tracking the bats of Eton Wick. We also have 
permission from La to action a Bats In Churches survey at St James the Less. Do 
email or keep an eye on the Wild Eton Wick Facebook page if you'd like to get 
involved.    

 

Eton Wick Waterways Group 
volunteers have been back in the 
water for a few weeks now working on 
removal of non-native weed growth 
along the Roundmoor and Boveney in 
an attempt to help reduce the volume 
of the lake on Dorney Common.   We 
hope you’ve noticed how much the 
water levels dropped across the 
Common and the receding of the “new 
lake” as a result of work actioned by 
Maydencroft on behalf of Eton College 
and Eton Town Council, to remove 
great masses of weed growth along 

the entire length of the combined watercourse.    
 

Whilst this greatly helped, the weed doesn’t stop growing in these nutrient rich waters, 
so work parties will continue now until it gets too cold!  There are various tasks both in 
and out of the water and this friendly bunch love company, so do come along.  Start 
time is 9.15 most Saturdays, check out our Facebook page or 
email info@etonwickwaterwaysgroup.org.     
 

We’re weeks way from being able to explain more about the hydrology and 
topography surveys we commissioned for the Roundmoor to investigate how to keep 
this water moving!    If you have any pictures or anecdotes of the Roundmoor or 
Boveney from days gone by, please email either Waterways Group or Wild Eton Wick 
as we’d like to add colour to our current records on the effect of Slough Treatment 
Works.  
 
Claire Taylor 
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The Orchard Herbs Site Situation – an Update 

There are three ongoing issues with the Orchard Herbs site. The current situation is as 
follows: 

Orchard Herbs Enforcement Notice for removal of vehicles 

There has been a noticeable reduction in the number of vehicles on site. The latest email 
from the planning officer handling the enforcement reported: 
I was at the site on Wednesday morning (11th Aug) and can confirm that more vehicles have 
gone out (primarily cars that were located in the south-west corner, so could not be readily 
seen from the road). I am being given written lists of what has been removed at each visit 
and when walking around the site I can see the gaps that have been left. Most of the 
vehicles that remain are those which won’t start and require more arrangements to be made 
to get them moved within and then off the site (i.e. they need other vehicles to get them 
physically moved) – this is one of the reasons why things have slowed down a bit, it is the 
trickier vehicles that are left. I know I am repeating myself so apologies for that, but it is only 
when you are actually on the site you can appreciate the volume of what has been removed. 
I realise that we have gone past the timings that were agreed for total clearance but please 
be assured that my colleague and I are continuing with the regular visits (I am on leave for 
the next two weeks, so my colleague is doing the visits in my absence). The owners are 
aware that if they do not deliver what they have promised there will be consequences, so we 
are keen to continue with the encouragement of clearance to keep the focus on this. 

Planning Application PL/20/2020/0A hotel, Office Blocks and two storey car park. 

The planning department has received feedback from the Environment agency, Lead Local 
Flood authority and the Bucks County Conservation team all recommending refusal of 
planning permission. The case officer is waiting for a response from Buckinghamshire 
Highways department and Historic England. The latest email received this week said: 

I just thought I would send you a quick update to say that I have now received comments 
from the Conservation Team who have raised concerns with the proposed development on 
heritage assets.  Their comments should be available to view on the Council’s website in the 
next few days. 
They have also requested that Historic England are consulted on the application to enable 
them to consider whether there is any possible impact on St James the Less, Dorney and 
Windsor Castle. Historic England have been consulted and a response is anticipated by 
around 9th September. 

So far, the applicant’s response to the feedback from the EA, and LLFA has been to say 
they are only asking for outline planning permission, and they will sort out all these 
objections after permission has been granted 

PL/20/3452/EU | Certificate of Lawfulness 
This is still ongoing, and no decision has been made. It is being handled by the same case 
officer who is supervising the enforcement notice and I believe will only be looked at when 
there has been sufficient progress in removal of the vehicles and containers. 

Robert Stopford, Dorney Parish Council 
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Slough Treatment Works (STW) Outfall Review 

The Problem 

Slough Treatment Works caters for a population catchment of approximately 249,000 people 
and this is expected to grow over the coming years. 
Currently STW discharges treated effluent plus storm water into the Roundmoor Ditch, just 
north of Dorney Common. Approximately 95% of the flow of the Ditch to the East of Dorney 
Common is from this discharge. 
Three factors are now making Thames Water review where they discharge from STW: 

1) The Environment Agency has said there can be no increase in the discharge to the

Roundmoor Ditch, but the population of STW catchment area is forecast to grow and

Thames Water are legally required to accept the additional flow caused by this growth

in population

2) New legal limits for Ammonia in discharge water from treatment works come into force

shortly, which will require Thames Water to discharge into a larger body of water than

Roundmoor Ditch

3) In wet winters storm water fills up the sewers, which causes the treatment works to

discharge more water causing flooding on Dorney common and adjacent areas

The above factors mean they need a river roughly the same size of Roundmoor Ditch to 
discharge the additional discharge. 

The Solution 

Thames Water is proposing three options for coping with this additional discharge – 
1) Redistribute the discharge between the Roundmoor Ditch and Common Brook.

This is a low-cost option, but has a number of potential problems, for example, firstly it

would require dredging Roundmoor Ditch and Colenorton Brooks and removal of

water flow restrictions e.g., Bridges and Culverts. In addition, Eton College may well

object to it.

2) Discharge into the Thames via a tunnel from the Treatment Plant through

Boveney to the Thames. This option removes the flooding risk from the common

and would reduce the Roundmoor Ditch to its natural flow but is the most expensive

option.

3) Discharge into the Jubilee River. Another low-cost option, which has benefit that

the risk of flooding would be reduced on the Dorney Common, but the flow of water in

Roundmoor ditch would be reduced. This would also require permission from the

Environment Agency and may well impact on any water sports carried out

downstream of the Treatment works.

Thames Valley Angling Association has requested that if Option 2 or 3 is chosen then the 
reduction in the flow of the Roundmoor Ditch is made up by taking water from the Jubilee 
River above the Treatment works discharge point. 
Thames Water are proposing a series of public events in the Autumn to present their 
proposals to locals. When DPC is made aware of the dates, they will publish them on the 
website and via Dorney Parish News. 
On a separate matter regarding the flooding at Lake End, Thames Water are looking at the 
cost of clearing their section of the Roundmoor Ditch, and hopefully will have a price and go 
ahead to do the work this autumn 

Robert Stopford, Dorney Parish Council 
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Brian A Poole – In Memoriam 
 

Brian Poole, a Dorney and district resident all his life, sadly passed away on 14th July 2021.   
 

Brian was born on 17th July 1935 at number 2, Pond Leys 
Cottage, Lake End Road, one of two children. After 
grammar school, at the age of sixteen, he took up an 
apprenticeship as an electrician.  This was interrupted by 
the call-up for National Service.  Joining the Navy, he spent 
much of that time in Germany: Heidelberg and Cologne, 
oddly nowhere near the sea.  He spoke of great memories 
of his adventures as a young man abroad.  Then it was time 
to settle down: Brian married Avril on 27th July 1957, at the 
Methodist Church in Ledgers Road and enjoyed 50 years of 
marriage and working partnership. 
 

Not widely known, early on in their life together, Brian and 
Avril owned a record shop called Spinners in Windsor. Brian 
particularly enjoyed music from the 1950s like Sinatra, and 

Country and Western.  Later on Brian’s sense of rhythm would be on show dancing at 
Village Hall events. 
 

Subsequent to the record shop, Brian started his own Company, B.A. Poole Ltd, which was 
an electrical and plumbing contracting business, based in Cookham Dean, with Avril in 
support taking care of the books and administration. The firm provided employment for a 
large number of people, supporting the local community for over thirty years. 
 

He loved Pond Leys so much that some thirty years after his birth there, he and Avril 
managed to buy both cottages. He refurbished them from scratch and turned them into a 
special family home, where they began raising their family, James and Louise, both of whom 
attended the school in Dorney Reach.  That was the start of Brian’s house moves and 
renovations around the Parish and district.  With a skilled eye for property potential, design 
and execution, he set off on his journey (with Avril in support) first to The Chalet (now The 
Clock House) in Dorney Reach Road; La Cassita, Marsh Lane; back to the Reach at River 
House with others between and after.  Their last home together Brian built at the Taplow end 
of Marsh Lane.  As well as enjoying the refurbishment of his homes, he loved his gardens, 
particularly having well-groomed lawns.  To hone his gardening and other knowledge, he 
was a keen member of Dorney & District Horticultural Society enjoying the talks, the steak 
pie, good company, and particularly the quizzes. 
 

On his retirement he continued with some property refurbishments, his gardening, and 
enjoyed playing golf at Farnham Park and at Wexham.  He loved his golf, perhaps as much 
for the company and having a yarn as for the sport.   
 

Several years after Avril passed, he met Felor who became a true friend and companion in 
his later years, enjoying many travels together, as well as the DDHS.  In his 80s he decided 
that the big garden at Marsh Lane was too much work so moved to a small bungalow in 
Maidenhead where, of course, he had to re-model the home and create a pristine garden. 
 

He remained healthy, enjoyed life, and indeed played golf on the morning of his death; 85 
years young.  Brian is survived by his son and daughter and two grandchildren. He was laid 
to rest with Avril in Dorney Graveyard on 16th August 2021. 
 

DPN would like to thank Clive Randle and Brian’s daughter, Louise, for their assistance in 
the publication of this tribute. 
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It was Ever Thus 

It’s 44AD and Antonio, a Roman Centurion, is hacked off. He’s joined the army, 

Mama and Papa are chuffed to bits that he’s doing his bit for the Emperor, but he 

misses the good weather, the pretty suntanned girls and the wine of home now that 

he’s stuck near the top of Hardknott Pass surrounded by cold lakes in the God 

forsaken Great Britain where the locals, ugly and tough as old shields, try to kill him at 

every opportunity, and as for the weather…! 

It beggars belief! No wonder the locals are mean and tough. Antonio badly needs 

another posting. 

He writes a brief note in his best Latin to his Cohort II explaining that as he had 

passed through York on his way north it seemed to him, what with the river and 

surrounding fertile land, that it would be an ideal place for a Basilica. Antonio, being a 

surveyor, already has some ideas the Emperor might like. 

As with all top heavy administrations, the Cohort II completes the necessary 

nonsense, places on it his seal of approval since he might gain credit and get back to 

Italy with his next rank, proposing Antonio’s ideas as his own and passes it to Cohort I 

who does precisely the same thing, then passes it to the Legio for the region where 

through various committees all vying for kudos, it finally lands on the desk of Tiberius 

Claudius Caesar who gives it the thumbs up. 

And so the die is cast, by a miserable damp Roman squaddie looking for a softer 

posting, that a Grand Basilica celebrating the Holy Roman Empire is foisted upon the 

York locals who are struggling to find enough to eat, although the problem is in part 

solved for some as they are enslaved for the construction. 

Antonio remains shivering in the Lake District and fades into the dust of history. 

Meanwhile homes get destroyed, gardens uprooted, roads get closed and taxes 

increase as the lumbering project gets underway. The locals need a Basilica like a 

hole in the head, but it has its own momentum now and nothing can stop it. Forests 

are cleared, people are forced from their farms and a large part of York is cleared to 

celebrate the glory of the Holy Roman Empire. A couple of Cohort I’s are cute enough 

to part with a few groats and corner the market in timber and stone, make a fortune 

and then head off to Rome in clover. 

Then the Saxons turn up. They aren’t having any of it, and build a stone church on the 

site, no doubt giving the locals a hard time and taking what they need, but the Pope 

turns up and gives his Blessing, so that’s all AOK! 

Then in 1069 William the Conqueror takes a dislike to the place and ransacks it. 

Thomas, the Archbishop, is clearly well in with the Boss. 

“Bill,” he says, being a mate, “why don’t I build a huge cathedral on that Saxon 

nonsense you’ve just ransacked. It will be a tribute to you and God. People will speak 

of you in hundreds of years’ time as the man who built it!” 
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Thomas wasn’t daft. He’d climbed the greasy pole from the very bottom and knew 

how to flatter. 

“Well Tom,” replies a pensive William, “the locals have had enough of smart derrieres 

building massive nonsense in their bit of this God forsaken place. They just want to 

feed their wives and kids and stick a roof over their heads. It’s not a lot to ask. I think 

we should leave them be. Maybe they’ll stop trying to kill us!”  

“Look Bill,” Thomas sounds exasperated. “They know no better. They get what they 

are given. Sure, they might rebel a bit, but that’s conquering for you! Just let’s get on 

with it. My mate’s got a lovely line in stained glass, and I’ve cornered the market! Let 

you in for a slice if you want.” 

Thomas’s efforts later turn into the 

Gothic style cathedral over 250 years 

which stands today, with, no doubt, 

much dislocation to the locals. 

In August 2021, the present cathedral 

was visited by yours truly with his lovely 

partner Cheryl and two dear friends on 

their way to Scotland. 

Bizarrely, we could only buy tickets 

online, even outside! Covid you know. 

So, we joined those outside punching buttons, the result to be presented to a man 

that could have sold us a ticket in the first place. Madness! 

I have to admit, for all my cynicism, it’s beautiful. How anyone had the foresight, 

imagination and the will to embark upon a project the culmination of which they would 

never see, is quite breath taking and humbling. It’s made of stone which has no flaws 

or pebbles embedded in it, making it possible to grind and sculpt into anything. For 

me, the most awesome of a house overloaded with awe are the perfectly symmetrical 

massive columns decorated with flawless accuracy, and all this remember, in 1220! 

Go down into the basement and there, available to touch and admire, are the remains 

of the foundations of Antonio’s Basilica, and there too, the workmanship is millimetre 

accurate and truly mind-blowing. 

I step outside and wonder. It is so beautiful in every way, my eyes moisten. I think 

back to the people of York before Antonio’s mates arrived and consider that maybe 

they didn’t have such a bad deal after all. 

It is 2004, and a minor government clerk is sitting in stationary traffic on the M4 

motorway, held as it is every day, by the bus lane after junction 3 and the reduction 

into two lanes thereafter. 

He arrives late for work again, and his senior clerk peers over his half-moons. 

“A word if you will.” It is not an invitation, and he follows the great man into his private 

office. 
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“Why are you late again Smithers? This cannot go on.” 

“Well Sir,” Smithers squirms, “the traffic on the M4 was awful again. It’s the same 

every day, and I can’t use the hard shoulder which is empty. I wish I could.” 

“You might have a point there Smithers. It’s a smart idea. Carry on!” 

Smithers can’t believe his luck and leaves as his boss 

punches away at a mad proposal to turn the M4 from 

moderately dangerous to lethal. 

It goes up the chain to very senior level where some idiot 

is sought to sanction the idea of smashing up the 

lifeboats. The cost estimates are massive and will grow, 

and the locals won’t want it, but what do they know? They 

get what they’re given. 

“Chris Old Boy, can I put an idea past you. It will free up 

the congestion on these wretched motorways.” 

The idiot has been found. Those in the know rush to buy construction shares and 

other perks. 

Roads get closed. Forests are felled. Gardens are ripped up, and lives disrupted. 

At least the children of York acquired something magnificent in its beauty. 

The children of Dorney will not. 

Stay safe 

Mike Quincey 

 

****** 

 

26



 

 

 

Crocus at Dorney Court offers much more than your typical garden centre experience! 

Set in the grounds of Dorney Court Estate, near Eton, visitors will find a unique and 

innovative garden destination offering a curated assortment of plants for all seasons, 

as well as inspired items for the home and garden. 

No visit is complete without stopping in our café. Immerse yourself in a stunning oasis 

of calm, charm, cake and coffee and take a minute to unwind before heading back 

outside for round two of plant shopping or treat yourself to one of the dishes from our 

extensive menu created by our dedicated chef - perhaps washed down with a 

refreshing pint of ale from the Rebellion Brewery. 

Our shop blends practical and stylish products from around the world with plants that 

are often difficult to source, particularly from garden centres. With a full nursery of 

garden and indoor plants, eco-friendly growing supplies, home and garden décor, 

furniture, containers, gifts, in addition to found objects around the world, Crocus at 

Dorney Court seamlessly blends global with local, offering something for every home 

and garden. 

Our café is now open for indoor dining.  

Please check our website (www.Crocus.co.uk/Dorney) for any operational changes due 

to the current Covid guidelines. 
 

www.crocus.co.uk 
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Nextdoor – An Update 

So here we are again! 

A couple of months ago when I heard there were 

going to be changes made to Nextdoor I remember 

thinking how important it would be to review and report on these. How they would 

hopefully put to rest many of the criticisms of what I felt was such a very important 

social media platform and I should report on how the changes would make a 

difference to the users. 

Now, I’m not so sure! 

Yes, they have become a public company with all that that entails in the way of 

advertising etc. Yes, it is bigger and, in some ways, a little ‘clunkier’ than before. 

There are new sections – and in many ways it has become more cumbersome – 

however, some of this does help when looking for specifics. You need to allocate 

more time to it but using the different sections it is as easy to search as before. 

(Though some find the section names less intuitive!) 

My advice though – let it coast on in the background – occasionally looking at the 

Home page or the Dorney page if you prefer. (You can always return to the Home 

page with the menus by clicking on the green ‘nextdoor’ logo.) 

Many of the criticisms that were levelled at Nextdoor have been taken care of. You 

can still send a private message to anyone on Nextdoor and limit your posts to 

Dorney only. However, unless a person lives locally (i.e. within the Dorney area) it is 

usually not possible to see their profile unless they have specifically allowed it. Also 

names are being changed, presumably to protect anonymity, so that you can appear 

as, for example ‘Thea P’ without the surname. They have added filters so that a 

person can be even more anonymous than before, your street name is now hidden 

even from your immediate neighbours. Everything else is entirely your own choice – 

when writing a comment or a specific reply you have the option to attach the actual 

location, or not, as you please.  

Around Dorney many now know their neighbours to talk to and have no need for 

Nextdoor as talking over the fence is possible and so much nicer. 

However, let us look at this from a different angle. What did you expect from Nextdoor 

when you first logged on? If it was before 2020, do you remember if it delivered 

anything extra – my memory is of a good private network where you could 

communicate with locals, ask for help and requests for information from your own 

neighbourhood or slightly wider afield and make the occasional comment or moan. 

Useful, but by no means a vital method of communication. 

I think we need to review when it was that Nextdoor became so important to us. It was 

March 2020, the first lockdown when suddenly all forms of social media were 

important. Nextdoor gained significance when we all became ‘local’ with ‘local’ needs 

and ‘local’ help required. Facebook and others kept us in touch with friends and family 
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but being confined to our immediate neighbourhoods we made much more use of 

Nextdoor, and it became so much more significant. It acted as an introduction to 

those you didn’t know before and hadn’t met – those who would be able to 

understand what the M4 Smart motorway and all the other problems and irritations 

were as they were experiencing them too. 

Has Nextdoor got more folksy/cosy and have the comments become irritating and 

mundane? Possibly, but perhaps it is because our horizons have broadened again – 

and our need to communicate locally is less immediate. The more pertinent 

comments, the cut and thrust of some of the arguments of last year are gone. How 

many of the frequent commenters are perhaps ‘back at work’ and have less time, or 

inclination to watch Nextdoor and comment on what others write. Think also of all the 

other changes that have taken place that have meant that many of the pressing 

concerns of 12 months ago have now been resolved or are less intense when we are 

not confined to home. 

Our Parish Council has changed – have 

there been any really important issues 

recently? Problems that were immediate a 

year ago - the roundabout, dust and noise 

from the M4, Marsh Lane Bridge being closed, parking and speeding and access to 

Dorney Lake, antisocial visitors, even the Emergency Plan. All have been either 

resolved or are ‘in hand’ or are no longer particularly significant. Yes, comments 

aren’t causing controversy as they did but perhaps, we are all calmer and the lack of 

confinement makes us more tolerant. 

And finally support for those who are housebound is now not nearly as pressing – we 

have learnt to help ourselves; we know about how to order deliveries and we have 

begun to venture out again. Many of those who did/do need help have actually made 

use of Nextdoor in the past 12 months and now have the support they need locally. 

So isn’t the fact that Nextdoor is ‘boring etc.’ a good thing, a sign of our broadening 

interests? Let it return to being a useful tool to ask locally for help and information, to 

introduce new people to their neighbours and yes, for the occasional complaint about 

thoughtless parking, litter and dog mess! Let us all continue to use it in the way that it 

was intended a useful local social media platform ‘to help make their local 

communities better’. 

If however you are in need of help navigating Nextdoor – use it to send me a 

‘message’ and I’ll be happy to help.  

Thea Pine 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF DORNEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20th 

JULY 2021 AT 7.30 P.M. AT DORNEY SCHOOL. 

Present 

Cllr. Jill Dax (Chair) Cllr. Stephen Baker 

Cllr. Euan MacLennan Cllr. Martyn Westcott-Wreford 

Cllr. Robert Stopford  

Mrs. Holder (Locum Clerk), County Cllr. George Sandy and eleven members of the public 

(eight of which were via zoom including Cllr. Anna Palmer). 
 

Open Forum 
No issues were raised. 
 

PC/13/21 Apologies for absence. 
Cllr. Anna Palmer and PCSO Angela O’Connell. 
 

PC/14/21 To confirm the minutes of the Meeting held on 15th June 2021 
These were approved with no amendments required and signed by the Chairman. 
There were no matters arising. 
 

PC/15/21 Co-option of councillor 
No candidate had come forward.  
 

PC/16/21 Items of business carried forward  
16.1 The consultation relating to Dents Corner  
The Clerk confirmed that she had collated all the results and cross-referred them with the 
electoral roll for Dorney. Results had been circulated to Councillors and the collated list would 
be put on the website with names redacted. Cllr. MacLennan summarised the results which 
were that 39.2% of the electorate had responded. 71.8% of them had voted for the re-
instatement of the T junction and 28.2% had voted for the Roundabout. Following a short 
debate it was agreed (Cllr. Palmer not voting as not present in person) that the Council 
would support the reinstatement of the T junction to its former layout and the Clerk was 
asked to relay that to the Community Board as the final decision of the Council. Cllr. 
MacLennan asked if there was any greater clarity on how to apply the £5,000 donated by 
Eton College and the Chair noted that this would need further clarification hopefully in time 
for the September meeting. 
16.2 The Dorney Area Parking Review  
County Cllr. Sandy reported that he had met with Ian Thomas and Mark Davis of Bucks 
Council who confirmed that the next step would be the Statutory Consultation at which time 
residents could make their wishes clear. He did not know when this would take place. He 
imagined circumstances had changed since the anti-social behaviour at Eton Rowing Lake 
had led to the closure of the site for parking and the parking problems at that time. The Chair 
confirmed that she understood that the lake would be opening between September and 
March going forward. Cllr. Stopford asked for the survey results from the parking review and 
County Cllr. Sandy agreed to obtain a copy for him. 
16.3 Roundmoor Ditch 
Cllr. Stopford had circulated a report which would be put up on the website. He confirmed 
that the hydrology report was due by the end of July. The consultation on the Slough sewage 
outflow would be undertaken in the Autumn and the Council would be invited to take part. 
16.4 The Orchard Herbs Site  
Cllr. Stopford confirmed that vehicles were expected to be removed from the site within the 
next month but he felt that was optimistic. The certificate of lawfulness and planning 
applications were pending and details were on the website. He asked that it be recorded that 
Burnham Parish Council had been very helpful. 
16.5 M4 Smart motorway 
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The Clerk confirmed that no response had been received from Mr. Stacy nor Mr. Orchard. 
The Chair would consider contacting them directly. 
16.6 The Emergency Plan   
Cllr. Palmer confirmed a first draft had been completed and thanked the volunteers for this. 
She would liaise further with the hope of presenting the draft at the September meeting. 
 

PC/17/21 Planning  
The Clerk had circulated the list of new, pending and recent decisions. Cllrs. Stopford and 
Baker would be attending the planning course later this week and accordingly no comment 
would be made on new applications at this stage.  
 

PC/18/21 Finance 
18.1  To agree/ratify expenditure and income to date  
All items listed on the cashbook were approved for payment. Cllr. MacLennan noted two big 
items concerned the MVAS supply and its installation and the Clerk was asked to forward 
these invoices to the insurers to pursue reimbursement. 
18.2  To receive an update on Insurance matters 
Cllr. MacLennan reported that there had been no alternative but to pay the insurance 
premium for this year however he had now had a chance to look at the details. He was 
concerned about the insurance being held jointly with the Playground Management 
Committee (PMC). The largest item insured was the play equipment. The Chair noted that in 
2010 the Council had agreed to insure the equipment and recharge the PMC. Cllr. 
MacLennan had looked back at finances and the recharge had only been paid in three of the 
last eleven years. He had written to the PMC to ask for an explanation as to why it was a joint 
policy, what payments had been made and why they had stopped, and whether they had 
duplicate insurance themselves. The last question arose from information in their one set of 
published accounts which showed insurance costs at double what they had been recharged 
by the Council and seemed to suggest they might have separate insurance. Hopefully this 
could be clarified by the September meeting. He was also working with the Clerk to produce 
an up to date asset list showing original cost and insurance value. 
18.3  To agree terms of the new bank mandate 
Progress on setting up an account with Barclays Bank had stalled and Cllr. MacLennan 
lacked confidence in pursuing a new account with Barclays that met the needs of the Council. 
Ruth Senior, the prospective new Clerk, had suggested an online account with Unity Bank 
which was popular with other councils. Cllr. MacLennan had looked into this and 
recommended that such an account would meet the needs of the Council as set out in the 
Finance Regulations. It was agreed to as the new Clerk to open an online account with Unity 
Bank as soon as possible with the new Clerk and Cllr. MacLennan as administrators and the 
Chair, Cllr. MacLennan and Cllr. Westcott-Wreford as online signatories. 
 

PC/19/21 Oak Processionary Moth at Dorney Memorial Garden 
The Chair reported that this had been found in the oak trees in the Memorial Garden for 
which the Council was responsible. She had contacted all relevant authorities and put up 
posters. She had obtained and circulated 3 quotes for the removal of the nests. It was 
agreed to place the contract with Maydencroft. The oaks would need spraying in the Spring 
next year which she had diarised to follow up. 
 

PC/20/21 The red K6 phone box opposite The Pineapple PH 
The Chair explained that the Dorney History CIC (of which she was a member) owned the 
phone box having bought it from BT for £1 in 2018. They had fully renovated it and there 
should be no further work needed on it for the next ten years. BT owned the land it stood on. 
It was agreed that the phone box should be formally assigned to the Council on payment of 
£1.  
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PC/21/21 To consider adopting a Communications and website management policy 
The Clerk had prepared and circulated a communications policy to be approved alongside a 
website management policy. The main point of these was to clarify that all communications 
should normally be made or authorised on behalf of the Council by the Clerk. Councillors 
may of course express views and act for residents but must not commit or act on behalf of 
the Council unless specifically authorised to do so. These policies were approved. 
 

PC/22/21 To consider next steps relating to 20mph signs near Dorney school 
The Chair noted that this proposal had arisen during the period when Marsh Lane bridge was 
shut and the Village Hall car park closed off. She did not feel that the same need existed 
now. Cllr. MacLennan noted problems with cars parking in Harcourt Road for drop offs and 
pick ups. Cllr. Baker said he would raise the parking issue with the school so as to encourage 
parents to resume using the Village Hall car park instead of parking on residential roads. It 
was agreed to not pursue the application with the Community Board to install these signs. 
 

PC/23/21 To consider any complaints/comments received from residents  
There were none other than two in relation to the Dents Corner consultation which had been 
circulated to Councillors. 
 

PC/24/21 To review any matters relating to Groundsman/Maintenance  
The groundsman was thanked for his hard work. The Chair noted that the groundsman had 
expressed disappointment with the recent drain cleaning activities of Bucks Council. Owing to 
the build up of weeds and dirt in the gutters this seemed to have led to the filters of the 
sweeper becoming blocked and debris had been spread widely and gutters only half cleared. 
The Clerk would write to the Local Area Technician to complain. The groundsman was also 
concerned with the state of the conservation signs which he believed were showing signs of 
timber rot. He proposed that he would repair them in the winter months and this was agreed. 
 

PC/25/21 Any other business/ items for the next meeting on 21st September 7.30pm 
25.1 Cllr. Wescott- Wreford had reported on the ‘fix my street portal’ that there were still issues 
with the cattle grid and a number of potholes on the road across the Common. He confirmed he 
had made contact with Keith Harris about the downloading of data from the MVAS and would be 
following this up. 
25.2 The Chair thanked the Locum Clerk for her hard work so far and help in recruiting a new 
Clerk. 
 

PC/26/21 S.1 (2) Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  
It was agreed that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted below that 
the public be temporarily excluded and be instructed to withdraw. 
26.1 To approve the terms of appointment of the new Clerk  
The draft contract for the new Clerk, Ruth Senior, had been circulated prior to the Meeting and its 
terms were approved with a view to the contract starting on 3rd September when the Locum 
Clerk’s contract ends. It was also agreed that the new Clerk should acquire a new printer with a 
budget of not more than £200. Going forward Meetings would be at 7.30pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month excluding August and December. In light of the need to progress the acquisition of 
the printer and set up a new bank account the new Clerk would attend to these matters on a self 
employed basis until her contract as Clerk starts. 
26.2 To consider next steps in connection with the claim by Dorney Village Hall 
The Chair and Cllr. MacLennan left the room to facilitate unbiased debate given their previous 
declarations of interest in this matter. The Clerk made it clear that in her opinion the Village Hall 
did not have a strong legal case. Following debate the points were discussed that  many issues 
remained unclear and the main witness to the original deal was now deceased; that it was 
important to bring this matter to a conclusion for the sake of goodwill between the main 
institutions in the parish; that the tenacity of the claimants was such that legal action was likely to 
ensue and the costs in terms of time and legal support would likely outweigh the advantages of 
defending the claim. It was agreed (Cllr. Palmer not voting as present only via Zoom) that an 
offer be made to the Village Hall Committee to settle the claim 50:50 and for payments for 
maintenance be fixed at the sum of £250 starting from the next financial year 2022/23.  
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Dorney Village Hall 
www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 

Dorney Village Hall has a large main area with stage, a smaller annexed room, 
and kitchen. 

It is served by a large private car park and adjacent there is a tennis court, a 
multi activity games area (MUGA), playground and a playing field. 

It is used by residents for a multitude of activities such as dancing classes, keep 
fit, yoga, badminton, horticultural and hired out for parties, dances and weddings.

The management committee welcomes non-residents, organisations, clubs, 
businesses, and societies to hire the halls. 

Main hall: 15 x 7.4m, ceiling height 7m 
Fixed stage with curtains: 4.5 x 6m  

Annexe: 9.8 x 3.5m, ceiling height 2m 

Licensed to seat 100 people 
Children’s tables and chairs available 
Beechwood suspended dance floor 

75 space free car park 

From £13 per hour (minimum of 3 hours) for Dorney Parish Residents 

Email: enquiries@dorneyvillagehall.com 

Online on www.dorneyvillagehall.co.uk 
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Dorney History Group 
 

The Dorney History Group has no meetings, currently, but it has a wealth of information 
about Dorney’s past on its website: www.dorney-history-group.org.uk, with over 18,000 
web visitors each year. 
 

 

Eton Wick History Group 
 

The Eton Wick History Group has been meeting regularly since 1992. Eton Wick and the 
surrounding area is rich in history and the village has a heritage dating back to 1217. 
 

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm in Eton Wick Hall, Eton Wick, and everyone is welcome. 
Refreshments are served, and there is a charge of £2.00 to cover costs. 
 

Visitors and new members are always very welcome. 
 

2021 Programme 
 

8th September    
 

‘Thomas Lawrence and the Waterloo Chamber’   
with Mr Josh Lovell 

27th October  
 

‘Willie and Ettie: The Souls of Taplow Court’   
with Mr Nigel Smales 

8th December  
 

‘A Window on Windsor's Medieval Past’   
with Dr David Lewis 

 

Further details from: Teresa Stanton teresams35@virginmedia.com 
 
 
 

Hedgerley Historical Society 
 

Hedgerley Historical Society (HHS) was founded in 1976.  

All evening meetings begin promptly at 8pm, unless otherwise stated. Arrival from 7.30pm 
is advised.  
 
 

September 15th The History of Holly Hill House Stoke Poges      Mike Dewey         

Oct 
6th(Wednesday) 

Curator Tour of Heath Robinson Museum £5 (Optional Lunch) – 
closing date 1st Oct         Limited numbers Meet 11am Heath 
Robinson Museum, Pinner Memorial park PINNER HA5 1AE   
Members Only – Booking Required  

October 20th   London’s Great Railway Stations              Oliver Green      

October 23rd 
(Saturday 10am 
– 4pm)     

BLHNConference 2021  History of Shopping in Buckinghamshire- 
from medieval markets to modern retail parks    Wycombe Abbey 
HP11 1PE  £25 with lunch £18 without. Bookings via BAS website    

October 30th 
(Saturday 12pm 
– 3pm)   

Autumn Lunch and Dressed for War  Members only Booking required 
£17 – Closing date 21st October Talk at 2pm – Free admission                 
Julie Summers 

November 17th   Ladies can’t climb ladders                  Jane Robinson 

November 27th 
(Saturday 8pm) 

At Home in the 20th Century         Paul Atterbury  Booking Required  
Tickets £10. Closing date 20th Nov Hedgerley Memorial Hall 
Centenary Fundraiser    

December 15th   A History of High Wycombe in 10 objects         Keith Spencer 
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Dorney Parish News 
Published monthly (except January and August) 

Editors:  

Peter Bowman, Tumbleweeds, 12, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 

ODU  

peter.bowman@talktalk.net   Tel: 07889 912714

Jean Spencer, Dorincourt, 45, Harcourt Road, Dorney Reach, Maidenhead. SL6 ODT 

Tel: 01628 624213 

Editorial Board:  

The Editors, Bill Dax, Thea Pine

Production:  
Bill Dax Tel: 07802 365448 

____________________________________________________ 

Distributors: 
Mr Cobb, Mrs Cox, Mrs Leishman, Mrs McCabe, 

Mr McGuinness, Mrs Oxlade, Mr Penfold, Mrs Stockwood, Mr Temple
Miss Snook, Mrs Tuddenham, Mrs Tyler, Mrs Wood-Dow 

RATE OF SUBSCRIPTION: £5 per annum for 10 issues 

The Editors are not responsible for the opinions of correspondents 

expressed in letters or articles published in this magazine. 

Advertising in Dorney Parish News 

Dorney Parish News is an A5 newsletter that is circulated monthly (except January 
and August) to residents and businesses in Dorney Village, Dorney Reach,

Boveney and Lake End. 

Our current print run is 250. Estimated readership is around 400 people. There are 

approximately 300 residential properties in Dorney Parish. 

Rate Card: 

Contact:  Peter Bowman, Editor 

peter.bowman@talktalk.net 

07889 912714 

Advertising Rates Height mm Width mm 10 issues 1 issue

Full Page 190 130 £90 £12

Half Page 90 130 £50 £7

Third of a page (Horizontal) 60 130 £45 £6

Quarter Page (Horizontal) 45 130 £40 £5
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S U S A N  H A N D Y D A N C E

                       

 FROM BABIES TO ADULTS

W W W . S U S A N H A N D Y D A N C E . C O . U K

 BABY BALLET 18 MONTH+
PRIMARY BALLET

PRIMARY MODERN
PRIMARY TAP

ACROBATIC ARTS

BALLET

BODY CONDITIONING

CONTEMPORARY

CREATIVE DANCE

GCSE DANCE

MODERN JAZZ

TAP

ADULT BALLET STRETCH
ADULT BALLET

   ADULT CONTEMPORARY
ADULT BEGINNERS TAP

ADULT INTERMEDIATE TAP

BOYS CLASSES

office@susanhandydance.co.uk  /  07515 270432

A Complete Dance Training

ETON   WINDSOR   DATCHET   OLD WINDSOR   ETON WICK   ICKENHAM 
WOKING   RICHMOND

FREE 
 TRIAL 
CLASS
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BHS & ABRS Approved Riding School and Pony Club Centre 

Ri:ling School & Liverv 

Elm Farm, Boveney Road, Dorney Common 

NrWindsor, Berkshire, SL4 6QD 

We are a family run Riding School based on 
Dorney Common established for over 40 years!

• Qualified lnstructors
• Lessons available from 7 years upwards
• Pony Rides available for children as young as 4.
• We offer very popular Birthday parties
• Large Indoor and Outdoor schools
• Pony Club and Own a Pony activity days

• Open 6 days a week, Tuesday-Sunday

Gift Vouchers available through the website

For bookings and enquiries please call us on

01628 661275

www.spanishbit.co.uk 40
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