Key Events and Issues in Dorney Parish During 1997
The Dorney Parish News for 1997 provides a captivating glimpse into the life of this
charming village as it navigated a period of transition marked by major infrastructure
projects, community celebrations, and persistent local concerns.
Dominating Infrastructure Projects
Two large-scale construction projects loomed large over the Dorney landscape in 1997,
shaping discussions and raising concerns:

1. Jubilee River/Thames Flood Relief Scheme

o Controversy and Opposition: The proposed flood relief channel was a source
of considerable controversy and opposition throughout the year. Residents and
the Parish Council expressed anxieties about its necessity, its potential
environmental impact, and the disruption it would cause during construction.

o Planning Process Setbacks: The project faced setbacks in the planning process.
The South Bucks District Council refused the application in July, but the
decision was called in for review by the Secretary of State in November.
Concerns from downstream parishes about increased flooding risk added to
the complexity of the issue.

o Construction Delays and Disruptions: Despite these challenges, work on the
flood relief channel commenced, leading to various disruptions for residents,
including road closures, noise pollution, and damage to verges. The Dorney
Parish News frequently featured updates on the project's progress and
residents' frustrations.

2. Eton College Rowing Lake/Trench

o Strong Community Resistance: The proposed rowing lake development by Eton
College continued to face strong resistance from residents. Major concerns
revolved around the scale of gravel extraction, the anticipated increase in lorry
traffic, and the potential environmental and noise pollution.

o Organised Opposition: The formation of DROPET (Dorney Residents Oppose
Eton Rowing Trench) demonstrated the community's organised opposition to
the project. A large public meeting held in November saw 177 residents vote
against the development.

o Planning Decision Deferred: Despite the community's clear stance, the
decision on the planning application was deferred by Bucks County Council to
December, leaving residents in a state of uncertainty.

Community Celebrations and Anniversaries
Amidst these large-scale developments, the Dorney community found moments to
celebrate shared milestones:
o Dorney School's 40th Anniversary: The school marked its 40th anniversary at Dorney
Reach, a testament to its enduring presence in the community.
« Village Hall's 21st Anniversary: The Village Hall celebrated its 21st anniversary,
highlighting its role as a central hub for community gatherings and events.
Persistent Local Concerns
Alongside the major infrastructure projects, several recurring concerns preoccupied
residents and the Parish Council:



1. Development Pressures

o Dorney Court: The future of Dorney Court and the balance between preserving
its historical character and allowing for development to generate income was a
recurring theme. Debates over the approval of a Plant Centre development, an
application for an antique furniture workshop conversion, and questions about
the owner's long-term intentions for the estate sparked community
discussions.

o Potential Unitary Authority: The prospect of local government reorganisation
and the creation of a unitary authority structure raised questions about how
Dorney would be aligned with different authorities and the potential impact on
local governance.

2. Traffic and Road Safety

o Speeding Vehicles: Concerns about speeding, particularly on Marsh Lane, Lake
End Road, and through the village, were frequently voiced.

o Damage to Verges: Damage to grass verges caused by vehicles was a recurring
issue, impacting the village's aesthetic appeal.

o Proposed Footway Link: The lack of progress on the proposed footway linking
Dorney Reach with Climos Corner remained a source of frustration for
residents.

3. Environmental Issues

o Tree Preservation: Efforts were made to protect the village's treescape, with
new Tree Preservation Orders sought for Court Lane chestnuts and the
appointment of the first Parish Tree Warden.

o Litter and Vandalism: Concerns about littering and vandalism, including
incidents of daffodil damage, highlighted the need for greater respect for the
environment.

o Environmental Cleanup: Residents called for more proactive efforts to address
litter and maintain a clean and appealing village environment.

4. Village Hall Issues

o Noise Disturbance: The need for acoustic improvements to reduce noise
disturbance at the Village Hall was a concern, particularly as it impacted nearby
residents.

o Financial Challenges: Financial constraints and the need for fundraising efforts
to maintain the Village Hall's operations were recurring themes.

Community Engagement and Advocacy
Despite the various challenges, the Dorney Parish News demonstrated a community actively
engaged in shaping its future:

« Parish Council Responsiveness: The Parish Council consistently responded to resident
concerns, seeking solutions to traffic and environmental issues, pursuing
improvements to local services, and organising community events like the Annual
Parish Meeting to facilitate dialogue.

« Resident Participation: Residents actively voiced their views and concerns through
letters to the editor, participation in Parish Council meetings, and involvement in
community organisations like the Dorney & District Horticultural Society (DDHS) and
the Eton Wick History Group.



Conclusion

In 1997, Dorney Parish stood at a crossroads, grappling with the implications of major
infrastructure projects and contending with persistent local concerns. The Dorney Parish
News provides a valuable window into this period of transition, highlighting the
community's resilience, its strong sense of identity, and its determination to shape a future
that balanced progress with the preservation of its unique character.



