Dorney Parish in 2002: A Year of Jubilee Celebrations, Community Spirit, and

Local Concerns
The year 2002 in Dorney Parish was marked by a strong sense of community, with residents
actively engaging in local events, organisations, and initiatives. The year was particularly
notable for the Queen's Golden Jubilee celebrations, which brought the community
together in a spirit of festivity and patriotism. However, alongside these celebrations, the
Dorney Parish News reveals ongoing concerns about local issues, such as traffic, noise
pollution, and the impact of development.
Queen's Golden Jubilee: A Time for Community Celebration
The Queen's Golden Jubilee provided a focal point for community celebrations in Dorney
Parish, with a variety of events organised throughout the year:
« Jubilee-Themed Events: The Parish Council spearheaded several initiatives to
commemorate the Jubilee, including:
o A 1940s-themed cabaret evening featuring singer Fiona Harrison
o Jubilee walks, offering both a leisurely stroll and a more challenging route for
residents
o The placement of a commemorative bench with an inscription alongside the
Jubilee River
o An effort to update the photographic records of Dorney, comparing
contemporary views with images from the 1940s
o Community Engagement: Local organisations and residents enthusiastically
embraced the Jubilee celebrations, contributing to the festive atmosphere:
o The Dorney & District Horticultural Society (DDHS) incorporated red, white, and
blue colour schemes into their planting displays
o The Dorney Parish News featured articles reflecting on the significance of the
Jubilee and the Queen's reign
Dorney & District Horticultural Society (DDHS): A Flourishing Community Hub
The DDHS continued to be a cornerstone of community life in Dorney, organising a wide
range of events that brought residents together and fostered a shared passion for
gardening:
« Popular Events: The DDHS hosted a variety of well-attended events throughout the
year, including:
o A steak pie supper and quiz night, with Peter Freeman of Bressinghams as
QuizMaster
o Spring and summer garden competitions, with awards presented to the most
impressive gardens
o Anannual show, showcasing the talents of local gardeners, cooks, artists, and
craftspeople
o Social gatherings, such as a summer barbecue and a coach outing to Hever
Castle
o Community Pride and Engagement: The DDHS's activities fostered a sense of
community pride and engagement:
o The garden competitions encouraged residents to take pride in their gardens
and to share their passion for horticulture



o The annual show provided a platform for residents to showcase their talents
and to celebrate the bounty of local gardens
o The social events offered opportunities for residents to connect and to enjoy
each other's company
Recurring Concerns: Traffic, Noise, and the Impact of Development
While the Queen's Jubilee brought a sense of unity and celebration, the Dorney Parish News
also reflects ongoing concerns about local issues that continued to occupy the Parish
Council's attention:

o M4 Motorway Noise: The persistent noise pollution from the M4 motorway
remained a major concern for residents, especially those living in Dorney Reach. The
Parish Council consistently advocated for the installation of noise barriers and other
mitigation measures from the Highways Agency.

» Traffic and Parking: Traffic-related issues, including speeding vehicles on Village Road
and parking problems near Dorney Lake, were frequently raised by residents. The
Parish Council explored various solutions, such as traffic calming measures, speed-
indicating devices, and improved parking enforcement.

« Development Pressures: The Dorney Parish News hints at concerns about
development pressures in the parish, particularly related to potential expansion plans
for Dorney Court and the commercialisation of the Dorney Lake Boathouse.

« Cress Brook Concerns: Phyllis Wallbank, a local resident, raised concerns about the
state of Cress Brook, citing issues with water levels, mud accumulation, and potential
hazards for children. The Environment Agency responded to these concerns, but Ms.
Wallbank remained dissatisfied with the lack of immediate action.

Community Spirit and Local Initiatives
Despite these challenges, the Dorney Parish News reveals a strong sense of community
spirit and a willingness to address local issues through collective action:

o Dorney Neighbourhood Watch Scheme: The establishment of the Dorney
Neighbourhood Watch scheme, led by Mike Hoile, aimed to enhance community
safety by promoting vigilance and communication with the police.

o Fundraising Efforts: Various community organisations, including the DDHS and St.
James' Church, organised fundraising events to support local causes and initiatives,
demonstrating the community's generosity and commitment to improving the parish.

« Parish Council Engagement: The Parish Council actively sought to address residents'
concerns and to improve the quality of life in the parish, engaging with external
agencies, exploring solutions to local issues, and keeping residents informed through
the Dorney Parish News.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, 2002 was a year of celebration, community engagement, and ongoing efforts
to address local concerns in Dorney Parish. The Queen's Golden Jubilee provided a unifying
moment for residents, while the DDHS continued to be a vital hub for social connections
and shared passions. Despite persistent challenges related to traffic, noise, and
development pressures, the community demonstrated resilience and a commitment to
working together to improve the parish. The Dorney Parish News serves as a valuable
chronicle of this period, capturing the spirit of Dorney Parish in a year of both festivity and
local activism.



