
TAPLOW STATION MODEL UPDATE 
 

In March I wrote about aspects of the history of Taplow station and the model 
railway layout of it being created by Slough and Windsor Railway Society. This 
project started with a lot of background research. Old Ordnance Survey maps which 
can be viewed at https://maps.nls.uk/ provided snapshots of the development of the 
station and track over time. A detailed contemporary signalling plan was unearthed 
and an equally detailed report on the former footbridge by the Museum of London 
Archaeology Service was found online. Books and magazines were combed for 
pictures and descriptions. Photos were studied to understand better the way the 
station used to operate. A visit to the National Archives in Kew uncovered beautifully 
drawn plans of major changes to the station in the Victorian era and the specification 
for the new signal box in 1929. 
 
Armed with this information, the modelling team drew up accurate paper  
plans for the layout. These are now being translated into actual track, complete with 
authentic points and signalling. Four of 
the eventual eight boards - which 
together will extend to 36 feet long – 
now have the railway lines in place and 
test trains have been run on them 
successfully. This initial layout 
concentrates on the station itself and the 
extensive sidings which used to run east 
of the station, to the goods yard and 
beyond. One of the surprising aspects of 
Taplow station’s history to those of us 
who know it only as a passenger station 
is just how important it was for goods 
traffic, including serving local 
businesses. The image demonstrates 
how carefully these features are being 
reproduced. 
 
It will take time to complete the full 
model of Taplow station especially 
recreating its iconic buildings. But you 
can see progress so far, among other 
layouts, at the SWRS exhibition in 
Burnham Park Hall on 26 and 27 
October, 10am to 5pm on Saturday and 
10 am to 4pm on Sunday. The price for 
adults is £8, children half price or £20 for 
a family. 
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