
Summary of Richard Hill's Grievances against the Abbess of Burnham (c. 1540) 
 
This summary outlines the main grievances Richard Hill had against the Abbess of Burnham, 
as recorded in a court document from around 1540. The disputes primarily revolve around 
land use, water rights, and access issues, showcasing the complex relationships and 
potential conflicts between different landowners and religious institutions in Tudor England.  
The document provides valuable insights into: 

1. Local land management practices 
2. The rights and responsibilities associated with water mills 
3. Grazing and harvesting customs 
4. The potential for conflict between secular landowners and religious houses  

It's worth noting that this document likely dates from just before the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries, which began in 1536 and would have significantly altered the local power 
dynamics. 
 
Context 

• This entry was inserted in the Court Rolls after a 1580 entry but relates to events 
prior to 1540. 

• Richard Hill died on 7th June 1540, so this document dates from before then.  
Grievances 

1. Land Dispute:  
o Abbess wrongfully occupied 3 rods of arable land in Bury Field for over 20 

years. 
o Land valued at 9d per year, part of Hill's Rokesby manor. 
o Abbess felled and lopped trees on this land. 

2. Water Mill and Flooding Issues:  
o Abbess's predecessors built Aye mill and got permission for watercourse 

through Dorney manor. 
o Abbess bound by agreement to maintain the watercourse. 
o For 20+ years, watercourse not properly maintained, causing flooding. 
o Flooding damaged Hill's lands at Lake end, Rowmore, and Dorney green.  
o Estimated annual damage: £4 or 100s. 

3. Meadow Grazing Rights (Mowsam Meadow):  
o Abbess had right to first cut of grass in Mowsam meadow (in Boveney manor).  
o After first cut, grazing rights should revert to Boveney manor owner and 

tenants. 
o For 20+ years, Abbess overgrazed the meadow until August 1st (St. Peter ad 

Vincula). 
o This left insufficient grazing for Hill and Boveney inhabitants. 

4. Hay Transportation Issue:  
o Abbess made unauthorised path through Hill's meadow to transport hay. 
o This damaged grass and reduced yield for Hill and his tenants. 

5. Unauthorized Wood Transportation:  
o Abbess transported wood through Hill's close called Horse Harnes without right 

of way. 



o Abbess broke hedges and dikes in Dorney wood (Hill's property) to make new 
paths for wood transport. 

Note on Spelling Variations: 
• Hill / Hyll 
• Rokesby / Rooksby (implied) 
• Mowsam / Mowsams 

 


